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This fall’s worship theme is:
“What's the Good News?”

'|So let’s explore:
What's the good news in our church?
& What's the good news of the Gospel?

What's the good news in our church?

We have lots of good news to share from summer ministries. Including our youth
missions’ trip to Denver, Colorado. In June, we took 53 of our Sr. High youth to
Denver, Colorado where we learned about homelessness, outreach, and the presence
of God even in our struggles.

This summer we also hosted Vacation Bible School with over 75 students in attendance
with the help of local youth volunteers as worship leaders. We had a wonderful time!

Throughout the summer we continued with our regular ministries as well as free pizza
Mondays that continued to grow in participants and volunteers. We gave away more
than 80 pizzas this summer and we doubled the amount of “backpack” bags that were
given out.

So that’s the news from the summer. What's the news in our church right now?

Right now, we are getting into the swing of fall programing with the start of Sunday
school, confirmation, youth group, and after school “Faith and Fun”.

Some upcoming news in our church is a new bible study. “"That’s Interesting” is the
name of the Bible study series that will consist of various points of interest. Topics like
hunting (Oct. 4 at 6pm at Pastor Joe & Amanda’s house, 15840 HALF ST SE), exercise
class, art & painting, as well as food. These topics will be discussed and explored as we
look at our faith and the ways they intertwine.

We have a lot of "Good News” in this church. Good things that are happening to
strengthen our faith and good things that are allowing us to help build the faith of
others! And I have more good news!

The good news comes from the gospel. The good news that Jesus died on the cross for
us. That Jesus took our sins and made us new. The good news that the work has been
done and the gift of grace has been given to all. That is GOOD NEWS indeed!

What's the good news? Come to church. Let’s find out together!!!

Pastor Amanda and Pastor Joe




PASTORAL ACTS:

DEATHS:

Lee Eisenbeis

Born: March 21, 1954

Place of Birth: Hillsboro, ND

Died: September 3, 2026

Private Family Service held at Boulger Funeral Chapel, Hillsboro
Pastor Joe Johnson, Officiating

Delores Beck
Born: July 17, 1933
Place of Birth: Rural Steele County, ND
Died: September 19, 2026
Memorial Service: September 23, 2026 at Hillsboro Care Center
Pastor Joe Johnson, Officiating
Interment: Beaver Creek Cemetery
Hatton, ND

BAPTISMS:

Wyatt Scott Fitzner

Son of Madeline Fitzner

Born: April 17, 2026

Place:

Baptized: September 20, 2026 at OSLC

Pastor Joe Johnson, Officiating

Godparents: Ashley, Shawn, Hailey,
Aiden Fitzner

Paislee Rae lverson

Daughter of Alexis Iverson

Born: April 30, 2026

Place: Fargo, ND

Baptized: September 27, 2026 at OSLC
Pastor Joe Johnson, Officiating
Godparents: MacKenzie lverson,

Carter lverson, Zachary lverson

The GosBELLs Bell Choir will resume making music together
on Mondays at 7:30 p.m. starting on October 5th. Ringers past
and present are welcome. If you are interested in learning/
joining, please contact Ruth Olson 701-430-0451~ call or text.
We would love to find a place for you!

-

UPCOMING:
Sunday, October 11 .......... 10" gr. Confirmands Retreat (12-8pm)
Wednesday, October 14 ...10™ gr. Confirmands Faith Statements at 6:30 p.m. at OSLC
Wednesday, October 21 ..... NO Confirmation classes or meal
Sunday, October 25 ......... 10™ gr. Confirmands confirmed at 10:30 a.m. worship service
All are Welcome and Invited to both the Faith Statement presentations and the Confirmation servicel

CONFIRMATION SUNDAY is OCTOBER 25thl
Congratulations and God's blessings to the following students:

Easton Beach
Kylyn Culp
Tenley Dickhoff
Logan Fitzner
Colbie Hatlestad
Jackson Joslin

Bridger Longthorne
Cayden Olson
Mason Ouellette
Brynn Spokely
Audrey Theis
Wyatt Torgerson




Council Minutes

q’i,) OUR SAVIOR'S LUTHERAN CHURCH Gia

- September 9, 2026 at 5:30 p.m. -
Members Present — Dawn Paulsrud, Teresa Forseth, Krista Longthorne, Eric Johnson, Jason Lovas,
Mike Tweten, Michael Bare, Glen Hultin, Daniel Nelson, Pr. Amanda Johnson, Pr. Joe Johnson.

1. Call to Order - Noting a quorum, President Daniel Nelson called the meeting to order at 5:33 p.m.

2. Devotions - Good News - Pastor Joe Johnson led us in devotions from Corinthians 15:1-4. The
group shared good news in our lives & those around us.

3. Confirmation of Agenda - Jason Lovas moved to accept the agenda as presented. Michael Bare
seconded. All in favor, motion carried.

4. Old Business
a. Rally Sunday & Block Party
i. reviewed duties
ii. ice cream bars instead of root beer floats

5. New Business
a. Committees & Teams
i. ‘Time & Talents’ booth at Block Party

6. Pastor Joe’s Report - Our summer sermon series Hello My Name Is Child of God was fun and
exciting! On Rally Sunday we will begin a new sermon series called What’s the Good News? The
summer ministries included: Hillsboro Days Worship at the Park, Vacation Bible School, Care
Center Worship, Youth Missions trip to Denver, Kiwanis worship, confirmation parent meeting,
funerals, burials, baptisms, weddings, bible studies, Eastern ND Synod Assembly, Mayville
Conference pastors meetings, candidacy meetings, visitations and worship services. | have been
having pre-marriage counseling sessions and | have two more weddings scheduled this fall. We
have been preparing for Rally Sunday, Sunday School, Confirmation, Sr. High Youth Group, and
the Castaway Youth Retreat. Wednesday evening programming begins Sept. 16 for grades 7-12
and Fun and Faith for grades 4-6. We will have a confirmation retreat for the 10th grade
confirmands on Sunday, October 11. The confirmands will present their faith statements on
Wednesday, October 14. Confirmation Sunday will be on Sunday, October 25. Pastor Amanda and
| will attend Fair Hills Fall Leadership Conference Sept. 14-15.

7. Pastor Amanda’s Report - August was our last month with the theme “Hello My Name is Child of
God”. As we wrapped up the theme it was fun to think about the biblical characters that we learned
about as well as the focus of our own identity in Christ. Additionally, Pastor Joe and | took a trip to
bring our daughter to college. While we were away, we were grateful to empower several
volunteers to fill in. They all did a wonderful job preaching, leading bible studies, and leading the
care center service. Finally, this month consisted of gearing up for the new school year. Sunday
school teachers and lesson plans have been gathered for the year. Wednesday meal plans,
acolyte schedules, and confirmation teachers are all ready to go for the start of fall programming.
We are excited for a new school year and the chance to welcome all the new and returning
students back to OSLC.

8. Treasurer’s Report - Jason Lovas reviewed the Treasurer’s report, stating that expenses
exceeded income by $17,582 as of Aug. YTD 2026. The balance of the media fund is $1,322.
Glen Hultin made a motion to approve the treasurer's report, seconded by Dawn Paulsrud. All in
favor, motion carried.

9. Deacons’ Report - New blinds in lounge installed, bread making



10. Trustees’ Report - Fix bell tower membrane / paint louvers / prioritize needs

11. Committee Reports
a. “Re-Group, Re-Develop, Re-Energize, Re-Vitalize”
i. Future potential church leaders to connect with (added @ mtg)

12. Secretary’s Report - Mike Tweten to email out minutes for council approval.
13. Next Meeting — Sunday October 4th @ 11:30 a.m.
14. Adjournment — Meeting adjourned at 6:36 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,
Mike Tweten

PASTOR

Sunday Acolytes in OCTOBER:

OCT. 4 -8:30am: Genevieve B., Brantley F.  10:30am: Harper O., Reid P.
OCT. 11 - 8:30am: Emmett J., Emma N. 10:30am: Aubree W., Brogan W.
OCT. 18 - 8:30am: Caleb A., Brayden B. 10:30am: Brock F.,

OCT. 25 - 8:30am: Aiden F., Jacob G. 10:30am: Claire G., Jade H.
\v) Meals in OCTOBER:
| | [ |
OCT. 7 - Cote Family
I I OCT. 14 - Axness Family and Kozojed Family (Faith Statements)

OCT. 21 - NO MEAL
OCT. 28 - Beach Family




ALL TOGETHER IN ONE PLACE s l
June 1, 2026

Yehiel Curry, presiding bishop of the ELCA, has issued his first entry in a
new series of monthly messages. Each message will share a pastoral
word, rooted in Scripture, that witnesses to God'’s presence today, our rich
theological tradition and the social teaching that connects us.

“When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one
place” (Acts 2:1).

. . From the Presiding
Every day, | receive emails and messages from members across Bishop Curry

this church. Many of you share concerns about the state of the world
and how faith informs your response to troubling or perplexing events. Sometimes you ask me to
speak out more often regarding current affairs, and sometimes you ask me not to speak so much. |
cannot answer every message, yet | am learning from you and feel the heartbeat of this church through
the concerns, fears and hopes you share with me.

To continue our conversation and respond to what | am hearing from you, | will issue a monthly
message through the end of this year in a series called “All Together in One Place.” Each message will
share a pastoral word that witnesses to God’s presence today, rooted in Scripture, our rich theological
tradition and the social teaching that connects us for life together.

At the first Pentecost, the disciples were guided by the prophet Joel’s assurance that, even in troubling
and perplexing times, God is faithfully present.

Our baptismal vocation together is to serve God and neighbor in daily life, fostering “a faith that is
active in love, a love that seeks justice, and an insight that strives to discern what is right, good, and
fitting” (ELCA social statement The Church in Society: A Lutheran Perspective, 1991, p. 6). Baptism
invites us to love our neighbor, to steward creation, to advocate justice and mercy in situations of
brokenness, and to seek peace.

As much as we strive to be “all together in one place,” we may not agree on how to do this. The letters
| receive testify that we span a beautiful and God-given diversity that invites Lutherans into deep
listening, moral deliberation and a certain humility as we seek the common good.

In our differences, we can still be together in one place, when that place is connection in the unity that
only Christ gives us (1 Corinthians 12:12-27). We stand in one place when we embrace the dignity of
every human being by engaging others with curiosity and respect. We stand in one place when we
shake off the immobility of fear to nurture connection in diversity. Our witness to the world embodies
2 Timothy 1:7: “God did not give us a spirit of cowardice but rather a spirit of power and of love and of
self-discipline.”

Just as those early followers of Jesus Christ experienced the power of the Holy Spirit, may we also
trust when the Holy Spirit comes blowing into our lives to connect the body of Christ.

In peace,
The Rev. Yehiel Curry

Presiding Bishop
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America


https://www.livinglutheran.org/presiding-bishop/
https://www.elca.org/publications/1991-church-in-society-theological-discernment-social-statements
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Dedicated Memorial Accounts: General Account, Media Ministry (radio broadcast, etc.),

Global Missions, Building and Grounds, Capital Improvements, Youth Activities, National Youth
Gathering/Mission Trips, Christian Education (Sunday School, etc.), OSLC Choir, GosBELLs, OSLC
Bands, WELCA /| WELCA: Altar, Library or Kitchen, Scholarships (Bible Camps, etc.), OSLC
Endowment Fund, and Blanchard Endowment Fund

GENERAL — In memory of Eugene Olson, given by M/M Jerry Alfson, M/M William Bayne,
M/M Brad Sorum, M/M Daniel Baarstad, Michal Sands, M/M Richard Nelson, M/M Billy Newland,
M/M Matthew Williams, and Vanessa and Dale Topka

MEDIA FUND - In memory of Mel Erdmann, given by M/M Roger Anderson; in memory of Peggy
Gilbertson, Vonnie Anderson, MaryAnn Boeddeker, Bob Lura and Harvey Messner, given by Eunice
Morlock; in memory of Eugene Olson, given by M/M Glen Hultin, R.R. Mathsen Trust, Betty White,
M/M Douglas Huderle, and M/M Dan Christianson

WELCA — In memory of MaryAnn Boeddeker, given by M/M Roger Anderson
OSLC FOUNDATION - In memory of Lee Eisenbeis, given by M/M Jack Hansen

September 25-27 the 7-10th gr. youth from Our Savior’s had an awesome experience at the EaND Synod
Youth Retreat at Castaway Club, Detroit Lakes, MN. They sang songs, heard wonderful speakers, played a lot
of games, and grew in their faith. What a great time!!

This year’s theme was Imagine More — inspired by the
2027 ELCA Youth Gathering theme. At the heart of this
theme was the invitation to trust that God is always at
work beyond what we can see, understand, or expect.

Imagine More calls us to expand our vision: to imagine a & *
faith that expands beyond Sunday, a love that reaches
beyond our comfort zones, a justice that transforms
communities, and a God whose possibilities are greater
than our limitations.

Throughout the weekend, they invited young people to

wonder:

e \What does it mean to imagine more for my own faith
journey?

e Where is God calling me beyond what feels safe or
familiar?

e How can the church imagine more for our neighbors,
our communities, and the world?

Rooted in the promise that God is always creating,
renewing, and calling us forward, this retreat helped
youth explore how imagination is not just creativity —
it's discipleship. It's the courage to believe God can do
something new in us and through us.




NOTE: WELCA has Meal Delivery: October 26-30 (Sarah workgroup)

Our Savior's WELCA met on Thursday, September 3, 2026 with Vice-President Paulette Bowersox

presiding.

The Bible Study was led by Pastor Joe based on John 1:1-14 -a man sent from God whose name

was John.

There were 11 members present. Lunch was served by Kathy Evenson. The Secretary’s report was
read by Paulette B. and accepted as read. The Treasurer’s report was read by Judy Doeden. Judy

explained that the pledges are paid in November. Accepted as read.

OLD BUSINESS:

o Care Center serving not decided, yet. The Activity Dept. is working on it. We will wait and see if

they want us to do it.
+ Blinds have been ordered.

o Need a leader for Dorcas workgroup - Christina Willison is interested. Dorcas Workgroup delivers

meals in Sept. Christina will find volunteers to deliver the meals.

NEW BUSINESS:

o EaND Synodical Women of ELCA Convention is in Kulm, ND on Sept. 26th.

o Items for LWR: made 6 Baby Kits, 20 Health Kits, 30 School Kits. Will be picked up Oct. 19-23.
o Sarah Workgroup has the next funeral, Meal Delivery in Oct. and serves WELCA lunch. Darlene

Swanson volunteered to serve the WELCA lunch.

The meeting was closed with The Lord’s Prayer.

NEXT MEETING: October 1, 2026 at 10:00am at Our Savior’s in the dining hall.

All women Welcome!

WELCA is completing kits for use by Lutheran World Relief. These are funded by Thrivent
grants and the donations made by members. Examples of Health Kits, Baby Kits and School
Kits are bein? displayed at Our Savior's in the area at the top of the steps leading o the
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"Trick or treat. I'm an usher.”

If you would like to be a Sunday Usher...

Mike Tweten has set up a 'Sign-Up Genius' link where you
can see available dates and sign-up.
If you have any questions or want to sign-up, please scan
the QR code at the left.
You can also call the Church Office at
636-5701 or email: oslcelca@rrv.net

Thank you for volunteering!

e of kit. They will be sent to the
around the world when disasters



As | have previously mentioned, Doctors Without Borders is one
of a few charitable groups still operating in the Central African
Republic. This is due to lack of Government safety provision and
violence, especially in rural villages. Doctors Without Borders
provides services to both the victims and the violent groups. They
do not discriminate and just provide medical care to whoever
needs it.

Remember the people in your prayers and think about how
difficult it is to live like this, with no hope for significant change in
your lifetime. Remember to contribute to our Global Missions
dedicated account.

In His Service,

[
Sylvia Hansen /f'
Global Missions Committee MEDECINS SANS FRONTIERES|

DOCTORS WITHOUT BORDER.

SAVING LIVES WHEN MALNUTRITION BECOMES A MEDICAL EMERGENCY

Just 3% of the 20 million children suffering from severe acute malnutrition receive the lifesaving treat-
ment they need. In the midst of crisis situations, Doctors Without Borders (DWB) medical teams do whatever
it takes to break malnutrition’s grip and save children’s lives.

Diet has a profound impact on physical and mental development for children under the age of two. Children
with malnutrition under the age of five have severely weakened immune systems and their chance of dying
from even a minor disease increases dramatically.

Left untreated, malnutrition can quickly plunge patients into a vicious cycle of suffering and disease - a trap
that’s incredibly hard to escape during crisis situations. It's at these times that Doctors Without Borders teams
are needed more than ever. And thanks to donor support, we have the tools to respond immediately and save
lives.

Ready-to-use therapeutic food (RUTF) - which provides all the proteins, essential fats, vitamins, and miner-
als kids need - has enabled Doctors Without Borders to treat children with malnutrition on an outpatient basis.
Our teams assess children for potential malnutrition by comparing their weight-for-height ratio to international
WHO standards, and by measuring a child’s mid-upper-arm circumference (MUAC) using color-coded paper

bracelets. MUAC measurements can also be used by community health workers. RUTF is the most effective
way to treat malnutrition.

“Once a child has become malnourished, their immune system is weakened and they can’t fight off infectious
diseases as they would normally. So it's not just about providing food...They need to be stabilized, they need
antibiotics, they need fluids. On top of all this, they need vitamins, specially formulated therapeutic milk or
food, and vaccinations to protect them against further infection. All of this is what MSF (Médecins Sans
Frontieres USA, Inc.) is able to provide.” Jenna Broome, Emergency Medicine Consultant and DWB Doctor

Today, only children with the most severe malnutrition - those who are diagnosed with other diseases or
complications - are hospitalized and given round-the-clock intensive medical care.

In 2024, Doctors Without Borders treated 584,700 children for malnutrition and admitted 209,000
critically malnourished children to inpatient feeding programs.

Being able to respond swiftly during moments of crisis with the specific treatment malnutrition demands can
mean the difference between life and death for tens of thousands of children.

“We sent mobile clinics out to reach people hiding in the bush where terrible conditions and lack of
food made malnutrition a huge problem. Even though we were a small team, we saved a lot of
children’s lives that way.” Dr. Yolaine Civil, DWB, Pediatrician in CAR

Malnutrition is the single greatest threat to the world’s public health, with a particularly devastating effect on
young children. Nearly half of the deaths in children under five are related to malnutrition. When conflicts
erupt, natural disasters strike, or medical emergencies arise, young children are especially susceptible to
becoming malnourished because they are cut off from the food and medical care necessary for healthy
growth.



INFORMATION

HILLSBORO KIWANIS FOOD PANTRY, at the Hillsboro Armory, is open the 1% and
3" Mondays of the month from 4-6pm. You can place item donations in the wood crate
located inside and to the west of the front door at OSLC. Contact Dan C. at 701-430-
1595 with any questions.

Item donations needed include: Chicken Noodle Soup, Tomato Soup, Tuna,
Pineapple Chunks, Canned Peaches, Corn, Hamburger Helper, Mac-n-Cheese, Cereal,
Ramen Noodles, Peanut Butter, Flour, Sugar, Ketchup, Coffee, Jelly, Spaghetti, Ramen
Noodles, Orange Juice, Laundry Soap, Hand Soap, Paper Products, Shampoo,
Conditioner, Toothbrushes, Toothpaste, Dish Soap

FOOD PANTRY NEEDS

The Health Ministry Committee is
here to support the health and well-
being of our church family. If you or a
loved one need guidance, resources,
prayer, or a listening ear, please know
you’re not alone. We are happy to help
in any way we can. Please contact the
church office for any requests or needs.

Health

Ministry

——

<R

Mobile Faith
Engagement

Scan here

~Brenda Stallman, Krista Longthorne, Chrissy Torgerson, e

Maggie Wilson, Joy McSparron, and Katie Reese

Text $ amount to:

" 833-460-2876

THE RADIO BROADCAST of Our Savior’s
early church service each Sunday on KMSR
1520 AM and KMAYV 105.5 FM is made
possible by donations and memorials. Contact
the church office (636-5701) if you would like
to dedicate a Sunday service in honor of, in
memory of, or in celebration of someone or a

special occasion.

o—L—3—0

SOCIAL MEDIA: Watch OSLC worship services and get
notified about events on:

Facebook at oslchillsboro (Our Savior’s Lutheran Church)
Instagram @ oslchillsboro
YouTube - Our Savior’s Lutheran Church
Hillsboro ND
HTC CHANNEL 34
and our Website: oslchillsboro.com

The cost to sponsor a
radio broadcast is

OSLC OFFERING STEWARDSHIP WORSHIP $65.00 per Sunday. Radio@Broadcast
2026 OFFERING RECEIVED ATTENDANCE
August 2 $ 3,343.00 |9:30am 68
August 9 $ 10,316.00 |9:30am 69 STEWARDSHIP REPORT:
OUR SAVIOR’S LUTHERAN CHURCH
August 16 $ 7,240.00 |9:30am 45
INCOME AND EXPENSES:
August 23 2,940.00 |9:30 58 .
Hgus 5 am 2026 Income received through
August 30 $ 970.00 |9:30am 70 August 31: $256,179.13
Aug. Direct Deposit |$ 7,875.00 KSgsslféﬂenég?;%rgg%g
August Total: | $ 32,684.00 Income Less Expenses: -$17,508.74
2026 Total: | $252,809.75




OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD SHOEBOXES

We will be collecting filled shoeboxes for Samaritan’s Purse: Operation
Christmas Child again this year. Now is a great time to be looking for
school supplies items! National Collection Week is Nov. 16-23,
2026, so we will need filled shoeboxes returned to Our Savior’s
Church by Nov. 11th.

:For children around the world, a shoebox is often their very first gift. Given together with
| the Good News of Jesus Christ, it communicates God's love to a boy or girl in need. So, it is
|important to make sure your gift is ...

:FUN—includes a "wow" item and other quality toys

| FULL—packed to the brim with additional school supplies and personal care items
|PERSONALIZED—prayed over and contains a note and photo, which are often the child's
| favorite items!

How to pack a shoebox:

1. FIND A SHOEBOX: Use an empty shoebox (standard size, please) or a plastic container.
Pre-made boxes will be available at Our Savior’s Church.

2. GET YOUR LABEL: Determine whether your gift will be for a boy or a girl, and the child’s
age category: 2-4, 5-9, or 10-14. Mark the correct age category on the appropriate boy/girl
label and affix the label to the top of your box. Labels can be found at the church or online at
WWWw.samaritanspurse.org

3. FILL WITH GIFTS: Select a quality “Wow” toy such as a soccer ball with pump or stuffed
animal, then fill the box full with other fun toys, personal care items, and school supplies, may
include a personal note/picture. (As an optional resource, Operation Christmas Child now also
has an Amazon storefront with additional lists of quality items that are recommended for shoe-

boxes.)
4. PRAY
5. Donate $10 per shoebox
6. DROP OFF: Bring the filled shoebox to Our Savior’s Church by Nov. 11, 2026.

SUGGESTED GIFTS:

“WOW?” ITEM AND TOYS: Soccer ball with pump, Dolls
and stuffed animals, small backpack or purse, Jewelry
making or hobby kit, puzzles, musical instruments, stickers,
small ball, LEGO or building blocks sets, plastic animals,
finger puppets, chalkboard & chalk, coloring books or pads

SCHOOL SUPPLIES: pens, pencils, sharpeners, erasers,
pencil container, crayons, markers, colored pencils, note-
books, calculator, scissors, glue stick, index cards, ruler

PERSONAL CARE ITEMS: toothbrush, washcloth, comb
and brush, nail clipper and file, water bottle, flashlight

CLOTHING & ACCESSORIES: flip-flops or shoes,
sunglasses, hat, wristwatch, costume jewelry, hair
accessories, clothing, winter cap, scarf, mittens

Do NOT include the following:

SOAP (no longer allowed)

Food, Candy, Gum

Toothpaste

Used or damaged items

Scary or War-related items, camouflage
Chocolate; seeds; fruit rolls or other fruit
snacks; drink mixes (powdered or liquid)
Liquids or Lotions

Medications or Vitamins

Breakable items or glass containers
Aerosol cans




Our Savior’s Lutheran Church
204 E. Caledonia Ave
Hillsboro, ND 58045

Address Service Requested
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