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Suffering-Endurance-Character-Hope
Romans 5:3-5
We boast in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, 4and
endurance produces character, and character produces hope, 5and hope does not
disappoint us, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the
Holy Spirit that has been given to us.
This has been a difficult summer for many people. Activities have been cancelled, weddings have
been postponed, and celebrations have been put on hold. This is starting to feel like an endurance
marathon. The bible verses from Romans 5 remind us that suffering produces endurance,
endurance produces character, and character produces hope. I think most of us are ready for some
hope! Here are some ideas of places to find hope:
Church
 Worship Services online, on television, on the radio
 Daily Devotional Blog-www.oslchillsboro.com
 Children’s Lessons and Music with Amanda (Facebook)
 Tuesday morning bible study
 Wednesday morning men’s bible study
 Pastoral care, counseling, or conversation
 Prayer
Family & Friends
 Make a phone call
 Send a message
 Send a card
 Have a socially distanced conversation
 Prepare food for a friend
Kids











Play a game
Read together
Tell them a story about your childhood
Go swimming
Go fishing
Watch a movie
Cook a meal together
Build a treehouse
Do a puzzle
Share your favorite music

Community & World
 Get involved in social justice
 Participate in dismantling racism
 Do community service
 Encourage someone that is doing good work
 Support the local food pantry
 Volunteer at a homeless shelter
 Send financial support to a non-profit
This has been a difficult summer for many people, but there is hope. We find hope in each other, and
we find hope in the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Let us know where you are finding hope!
Blessings,
Pastor Joe

GLOBAL MISSIONS
Anne,
We are wondering how you are faring in this pandemic and where you are. Are you doing a blog or
newsletter?
Sylvia Hansen
Global Mission Committee

Dear Sylvia,
Sorry to reply to you so late!
We are in Yaounde and working from home, which is not unusual for us except that between working
from home we are often making trips to visit companion churches in the region. So it is feeling strange
to be at home for so long in one stretch. Also, our son has been doing school from home since late
March, so we added teaching. Although he got lessons sent by his teacher, we needed to do all of the
assistance and reading with him. So that is how our situation is for now. We are grateful that we can
work from home. We go out just for necessary things and although we have friends and extended
family who have Covid-19, we feel like we are really able to reduce our risk. That is not the case for
everyone here.
I hope you too are well. I am very overdue to send a newsletter, but I will soon, I hope, and verify that
your address is on the list.
Peace,
Anne Langdji

PASTORAL ACTS:
Non Member Burial Service:

Baptism:

Bonnie Chandler

Ezekiel Jameson Johnson

Born: June 26, 1947
Place of Birth: Fargo, ND
Died: January 12, 2020
Burial Service: June 20, 2020
Interment: Caledonia Cemetery
Caledonia, ND

Son of Eric and Dera Johnson
Born: February 17, 2020
Place: Grand Forks, ND
Baptized: June 20, 2020
Godparents: Erin Thompson
Isaac, Ava and Mia Thompson

Transferred In:
Rhonda Holzer

Transferred Out:
Hannah Buzick
Shari McTaggart
Carrie McTaggart
Teran Harmon,
Bently and Harmon Brown

Tuesday Morning Bible Study @ 7 AM
The Tuesday Morning Bible Study continues to meet at 7am via Zoom or
in the picnic shelter at Woodland Park-weather permitting. Contact
Pastor Julie -call (701.799.5206), text or email
(pastorjulie@oslchillsboro.com) if you would like to join this Bible study.
You will need to provide an email address to her so that the weekly
“invitation” to the Zoom meeting can be sent to you- if meeting in the
park is not possible.

Wednesday Morning Men’s Bible Study @ 7 AM
The Wednesday morning Men’s Bible Study began meeting again on June 24 in the Woodland Park
picnic shelter. They will continue to meet on Wednesday mornings at 7 AM in the park through July weather permitting. Questions: Contact Pastor Joe Johnson at 701-430-3787.

OUR SAVIOR'S LUTHERAN CHURCH
Council Minutes
May 14, 2020 5:30 pm via Zoom
Members Present: Pastor Joe Johnson, Pastor Julie Johnson, Ryan Opdahl, Joshua Opp,
Jason Lovas, Amy Foss, Joy McSparron, Beth Christianson-Melby, Jon Bertsch, Daniel Nelson,
Mark Merck and Trevor Kittelson
1) Call to Order: Noting a quorum, President Ryan called the meeting to order at 5:39 pm
2) Confirmation of Agenda – Pastor Joe stated that the agenda for this meeting is to discuss and
plan for returning to in person worship.
3) New Business

a) Returning to Gathering In Person –
This recommendation of the Deacons is informed by:
1. Eastern ND Synod guidelines for returning to gathering in person
2. Care for staff and essential volunteers, including pastors, musicians, sound technicians,
broadcast technicians, offering counters
3. Established trust in church leadership for guidance in critical times
4. Recommendation that through Phases 1 and 2 that “all vulnerable populations continue to
shelter in place”
a. Phase 1 begins after our county (and surrounding counties) has had 14 days of
declining cases
b. Phase 2 begins after 28 days of declining cases without resurgence in our county and
surrounding counties
c. Phase 3 begins after 42 days of declining cases without resurgence in our county and
surrounding counties
5. Our Savior’s worship schedule changes to the summer worship schedule in which we have
lower attendance and the average age of worshiper is considered vulnerable
6. The crisis gives Our Savior’s an opportunity for creativity.
a. We already have an established radio and online presence
b. The television broadcast has launched
7. Church is not a building, we can be church in many ways and in many places
8. Consultation with local healthcare professionals
9. Lack of custodial services
Therefore, the Deacons move that the following recommendations be adopted by Our Savior’s
Lutheran Church Council and congregation:
1. Following the Eastern North Dakota Synod guidelines for Returning to In-Person
Gatherings, all church staff are encouraged to work from home as much as possible
through Phase 2.
2. All activities inside the church building be suspended through Labor Day. Those activities
include, but are not limited to, Vacation Bible School, WELCA, WELCA Luncheon, daycare, baby showers, bridal showers, family reunions, open houses, and other gatherings.
a. OSLC will accommodate funeral services in the following ways and only the
following ways:
1. Outdoor funeral service. Location to be determined by Pastor and
family. Attendees will maintain appropriate spacing between family
groups and wearing face masks is highly recommended.

2. Graveside service. Attendees will maintain appropriate spacing between
family groups and wearing face masks is highly recommended.
3. Funeral home. Funeral services may be held in the funeral home and
adhere to the funeral home’s policies and procedures for social
distancing.
4. Wait until safe (Phase 3) to hold funeral.
b. Weddings will be destination and at the discretion of the pastors.
In an effort for caution and creativity, the online broadcast will be done from a number of locations
within the church building and the community.
Additionally, once per month, there will be an option of a socially-distanced gathering.




June – Worship in the Park
July – Drive-in Worship (Park)
August – Drive by Worship with Holy Communion

All in favor, motion carried.
4) Secretary’s Report – Minutes will be emailed to be reviewed and approved at a later date.
5) Announcements/Upcoming events:
a) Synod Assembly August 15-16th
Next meeting: June 7th 10:45 am as a virtual meeting.
Adjournment: Meeting adjourned at 6:05 pm

Council Minutes
June 7, 2020 10:45 am via zoom
Members Present: Pastor Joe Johnson, Pastor Julie Johnson, Ryan Opdahl, Joshua Opp,
Jason Lovas, Amy Foss, Joy McSparron, Betty Meyer, Beth Christianson-Melby, Barb Hultin and
Mark Merck
1) Call to Order: Noting a quorum, President Ryan called the meeting to order at 10:50 am
2) Devotions: Holy Trinity Sunday Scripture
3) Confirmation of Agenda – Joy moved to accept the agenda as amended. Betty seconded the
motion. All in favor, motion carried.
4) Old Business
a) Synod Assembly and Bishop Election Process - Voting members last year have received
information to hold this process virtually. The new delegates are not eligible to vote because
they are still considered delegates until they are seated at the assembly. There will be an
opportunity to see and hear from the bishop candidates the week of June 22nd.
5) New Business
a) New Staffing Model - Council discussed the possibilities of a staffing model that exemplifies
faithful stewardship and sustainability. Beth made a motion to increase the current assistant
minister hours from 7 to 20 hours per week with a compensation of $18 per hour. Barb seconded the motion. All in favor, motion carried. Also discussed increasing the education director’s

compensation to $18 per hour. Joy made a motion to increase the education director’s
compensation to $18 per hour. Betty seconded the motion. All in favor, motion carried with
Pastor Joe abstaining from the vote. Personnel committee will gather information regarding
the custodian position to discuss at the July meeting.
b) Sump Pump Drainage - The drainage from the sump pump in front of the church has caused
the sidewalk to become slippery in the fall and winter. Trustees were assigned the task to
gather estimates to have this fixed. Mark will contact local contractors to get estimates to
present at the next meeting.
6) Pastor Joe’s Report – During this COVID 19 quarantine, our television, radio, and online
worship broadcast continues to grow. We have averaged 878 online views plus television and
radio. We have reached an average of 2035 online weekly. Our children’s messages have
averaged 307 views per week. We have had viewers from 11 states including Florida, Alaska,
New York, and California. I completed my final thesis revisions and my thesis has been
submitted for publication. I graduated from Luther Seminary’s Doctor of Ministry program in
Congregational Mission and Leadership. Thank you to Our Savior’s Lutheran church for all of the
support, encouragement, and congratulations. I continue to write a daily devotional blog available
on the church website. I continue to provide pastoral care through end of life, death, and crisis.
7) Pastor Julie’s Report - May, 2020 Bible Studies: Weekly Tuesday morning using Zoom.
Visitation: Continue connecting with people via phone/text/email/Message/FB/snail mail.
Meetings: OSLC Council 2x; Synod Zoom conversation about guidelines for resuming in-person
gatherings; Deacons & Pastors Zoom Meeting 2x; EaND Synod Council Zoom Meeting 2x;
Mayville Conference Pastors Zoom Gathering; Pastoral Staff Cont. Ed.: Zoom Presentation by
Pastor Larry Thiele Historical Context of Misconceptions & Myths. Worship: Sunday, May 31,
Day of Pentecost taping on preceding Friday in sanctuary. ¼ time week off.
Community: TCHS Board Zoom Meeting; Traill County 4-H Council Zoom Meeting; Wrote article
for The Banner; Attended Hillsboro Graduates Parade; Hillsboro High School Graduation
Commencement online
8) Treasurer’s Report –Report was presented and reviewed. It was reported that income
exceeded expenses by $11,202 for the month of May 2020. Year to date income exceeded
expenses by $13,857. The balance of the Media Fund dedicated account is $4,507. Joy moved
to accept the treasurer’s report as presented. Betty seconded the motion. All in favor, motion
carried.
9) Deacons’ Report – Working on drive up worship and drive by communion
10) Secretary’s Report – Minutes will be emailed to be reviewed and approved at a later date.
11) Announcements/Upcoming events:
a) Synod Assembly August 15-16th virtual
Next meeting: July 12th at 11:30 am via zoom
Adjournment: Meeting adjourned

Living Lutheran

Witnesses to the Transcendent
June 5, 2020

An amazing thing happened in March. Churches were closed but more people
came to church. Millions of us were complying with shelter-in-place and physical
distancing recommendations from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
(CDC), and state and local officials to stop the spread of the coronavirus. In a
matter of days our lives were completely disrupted. The places where we sheltered
became our offices, classrooms, day care centers and recreational facilities. Traffic
dissipated—I was tempted to leave my house and drive unimpeded up and down
the Kennedy Expressway just because it was possible.

From the Presiding
Bishop Eaton

Measures to slow the spread of the disease work against in-person gatherings. Coming together for
worship wasn’t possible. Maintaining 6 feet of distance between people, refraining from touching and
wearing face masks aren’t conducive to corporate worship. I was in a CDC briefing that pointed out
that singing was right up there with sneezing and coughing in spreading the virus. Conventional alltogether-in-the-building church was out.
So, what did we do? We found new ways of receiving the word and singing praise to God. All across
this church, pastors and deacons, musicians and lay leaders created imaginative and fresh ways to
worship. Virtual church, recorded church, livestreamed church happened everywhere. In parts of the
country without sufficient Wi-Fi, congregations phoned each other, some on landlines. Pastors and
deacons kept in contact with the people, and parishioners called each other. Worship resources to be
used at home were shared. We might have been physically distanced, but we were not spiritually or
socially isolated.
Many congregations and worship sites reported that online attendance was up and, in some cases,
exceeded average Sunday in-person participation. People “attended” several services in a day. And
we know that many attending online would never walk into one of our churches.
Now, before we get too excited about this new evangelism tool, we need to consider factors that may
have contributed to increased attendance—no sports, no Starbucks, limited travel, convenience. This
won’t last forever. But the restrictions imposed by the pandemic have made it clear that people are
searching for hope and meaning and love. The gospel, the good news, the reality of God’s
unconditional love “poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that has been given to us” (Romans
5:5), is the message that people long to hear. It is life for the dying, water for the parched, food for the
starving, liberty for the oppressed. God has entrusted this word, this evangelical word, to the church
and has commissioned us to tell it.
People wonder what the post-COVID world and the post-COVID church will look like. No one, except
God, knows for certain. Our experience with worshiping remotely has taught us at least two things: the
word of God expressed in worship, lament and praise is not irrelevant. And people who find our
congregations—the building and people—intimidating or off-putting also long to be part of a community
that witnesses to the life we have in Jesus.
I am praying for the day when we gather again. I miss going to church. Church, including the buildings,
are sacred spaces. Human beings are drawn to places where they have experienced the holy.
Congregations—buildings and people—are witnesses to the transcendent.
The problem comes when people confuse the sacred space with the Sacred. We must take care that
our congregations don’t become idols. Since we have concrete evidence that people who long to hear
about the life, hope and grace that comes to the world through Jesus won’t come into our churches,
we need to go to them. We have done this in creative ways and through online worship during the
pandemic. Don’t stop. When we are able to return to our sacred spaces, let’s make an honest
assessment of the ways that our congregations are witnesses to the transcendent, places where we
are nourished for the journey and then sent out to serve. Or have they become barriers to those
seeking the love and freedom God has given to all people in Christ?

WORSHIP:
RADIO: Tune into KMSR 1520 AM (only) on Sundays at 9:30
a.m.
TELEVISION: HTC Channel 3 on Sundays at 9:30am
BROADCAST on the WEBSITE: visit OSLCHillsboro.com and
click on Watch Worship! You can also see archived broadcasts any
time.
Find DAILY DEVOTIONS on the OSLC website (OSLCHillsboro.com) under BLOG POSTS.
Daily Devotions are posted on Facebook and Twitter as well.
SOCIAL MEDIA: Watch worship and GET UPDATES on
• Facebook at oslchillsboro
 Twitter @OSLCHillsboro
 Instagram @oslchillsboro
• YouTube at Our Savior ’s Lutheran Church Hillsboro ND
ALL ARE WELCOME!
NOTE: In an effort to encourage safety and
good health, the OSLC Church building and
all activities at the church building are
suspended through Labor Day.
Cindy will continue to have office hours at
the church M-F with doors locked.
Office: 636-5701

OSLC OFFERING STEWARDSHIP
2020 OFFERING RECEIVED
May 3

$4,459.00

May 10

$5,016.70

May 17

$1,500.00

WORSHIP
ATTENDANCE
No Services

STEWARDSHIP REPORT:

May 24

$1,570.00

May 31

$3,318.00

May Direct Deposit

OUR SAVIOR’S LUTHERAN CHURCH

INCOME AND EXPENSES:
2020 Income received through
May 31: $199,410.95

$8,307.48

May Total:

$24,171.18

2020 Total

$145,159.24

2020 Expenses through
May 31: $185,553.76
Income Less Expenses: $13,857.19

JUNE 2020 MEMORIAL REPORT
Thank You to all who gave memorialsTammy Nelson, Memorial Secretary
Dedicated Memorial Accounts – General Account, Media Ministry (radio broadcast, etc.), Global
Missions, Building and Grounds, Capital Improvements, Youth Activities, National Youth Gathering/
Mission Trips, Christian Education (Sunday School, etc.), OSLC Choir, OSLC Bell Choir, OSLC
Bands, Parish Nurse, WELCA - Altar, Library, Kitchen; Scholarships (Bible Camps, etc.), Landscaping
Project, Sound System, OSLC Endowment Fund, Blanchard Endowment Fund

LEAF – SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM – In recognition of Pastor Joe’s doctorate, given by M/M
Glenn Brustad
BACKPACK PROGRAM – In memory of Ardith Magnuson, given by M/M Steven Trandem
GENERAL FUND – In memory of Ardith Magnuson, given by Charlotte Engel; in memory of Verna
Volden, given by M/M Dallas Boeddeker
MEDIA FUND – In memory of Kathryn Hettervig, given by Mavis Johnson; in memory of Scott
Herslip, given by M/M Fred Johnson; in memory of Ardith Magnuson, given by Arlene Eisenbeis,
M/M Tom Eblen, Don, JP, Larry and Karla and Bob Waters, Jeannie Swenson and Bill Fischer; in
memory of Duane “Buddy” Sorum, given by M/M Steven Trandem, M/M Wayne Kuhl, M/M Terry
Reed, and Lora Carpenter-Janike
NOTE: THE RADIO BROADCAST of Our Savior’s Lutheran
Church’s 9:30am service each Sunday on KMSR 1520 AM is
made possible by donations and memorials. Contact Cindy
in the church office (636-5701) if you would like to sponsor a
radio broadcast or dedicate one (in honor of, in memory of,
or in celebration of). The cost of a radio broadcast is $65.00
per Sunday.

WELCA:
Circle #2 has Meal Delivery in July July 27-31.
NO WELCA meetings until further notice.
Check in on each other and be safe.

Restore the joy
Feeling anxious, stressed, worried,
sad, depressed, lonely or frustrated?
Perhaps all of the above? We’ve all
been affected by the Covid-19 pandemic. Our lives
are in constant change.

Lutheran Social Services is here to help by offering
free support services to those who may be experiencing these natural feelings in the wake of this
pandemic.
Support services are offered free and
anonymous to all.
Get help today: 701-223-1510 renew@lssnd.org
“Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and
sustain in me a willing spirit.” Psalm 51: 12

To give to OSLC electronically:
•

Visit OSLCHillsboro.com and click on
Donate Now

•

Scan this code to go to the OSLC online
donation page

•

Give by Text: Text dollar amount to
(701) 936-7018

•

Use the Give+ Church
App

2020 COUNCIL MEMBERS

President:

Ryan Opdahl 218-779-2658

436-6139

Betty Meyer

430-0748

Barb Hultin

Deacons:

371-1272

Jason Lovas

Treasurer:

Church Office: 701-636-5701

430-0055

Amy Foss

Secretary:

Church Office Manager: Cindy Doeden

471-7578

Josh Opp

Vice-President:

Hours: M-F 9am-3pm
Church Office email address: oslcelca@rrv.net
or cindy@oslchillsboro.com

Joy McSparron

Pastor Joe Johnson: cell—701-430-3787;
pastorjoe@oslchillsboro.com
Pastor Julie Johnson: cell—701-799-5206

Beth Christianson-Melby

361-9990
430-2309

Trustees:

pastorjulie@oslchillsboro.com
Education Director: Amanda Johnson - 218-556-8895
Facilities Mgr:
OSLC Kitchen: 701-636-5705

799-9340

Mark Merck

866-3309

Cindy Dullum

430-0376

Jon Bertsch

Trevor Kittelson

OSLC Website: www.oslchillsboro.com

Daniel Nelson

The OSLC Worship Service is broadcast live on
Sunday mornings at 9:30 a.m. on KMSR 1520 AM

741-5177
799-5079

Address Service Requested
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church
204 Caledonia Ave East
Hillsboro, ND 58045

