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“Just Breathe”
According to our liturgical calendar, the four weeks preceding Christmas is the
season of “Advent”. The word “Advent” means “coming”. During this season we
watch, wait, and prepare for the coming of Christ.
This year’s Advent theme is Just Breathe. The Christmas season tends to be a busy
season. The Advent theme Just Breathe encourages us to slow down, rest, and simply
breathe the breath of God. Just Breathe encourages us to take time for faith practices;
including prayer, silence, reading, and conversations.
As we wait for the coming of Christ, may we breathe deep the breath of God.
Blessings,
Pastor Joe

PASTORAL ACTS:
Baptism:

Mildred Myra Opp

Daughter of Josh and Marin Opp
Born: April 26, 2021
Place: Fargo, ND
Baptized: November 28, 2021
Godparents: Christine, Hannah, Cameron, and Aubrey Opp

Advent Schedule
Wednesday Night Advent Activities:
December 1
-Meal at 5:30pm
-Music at 6:00pm
-DECORATING the church at 6:30pm
December 8
-Meal at 5:30pm
-CHRISTMAS MOVIE and Popcorn at 6:30pm
December 15
-Meal at 5:30pm
-WORSHIP SERVICE at 6:30pm

Christmas Eve Worship
1:30 p.m. at the Hillsboro Medical Center Chapel
3:30 p.m. and 5:30 p.m. at Our Savior’s Church

Sunday, December 12 - Sunday School Christmas Program at 10:30 a.m.
- Community Christmas Concert at 7:00 p.m.
Sunday, December 26 - ONE worship service at 9:30 a.m. with coffee/fellowship following

Living Lutheran
God Has Given Us A Mission
November 5, 2021
Remember the Beatles? John, Paul, George, Ringo! I was into it. I had Beatle boots, love
beads and granny glasses. My big brother gave me a model of Paul (the cute Beatle) for
Christmas one year. It was one of those paint-it-yourself kits. I knew the lyrics to the
Beatles’ hits better than I knew Martin Luther’s Small Catechism. The early hits were pop
and upbeat: “I Want to Hold Your Hand,” “A Hard Day’s Night.” Even later “Yellow
Submarine” was still whimsical.

From the Presiding

Bishop Eaton
But then the Beatles got older, and the world changed. Vietnam, the Kennedy and King
assassinations, the urban riots, the 1968 Chicago Democratic convention. Innocence—for those of us who had
that luxury—was gone. Skepticism, even cynicism, was the lens through which the world was seen. A lot was
broken, including trust in institutions and the church.

In 1971, John Lennon’s hit “Imagine” came out. It was evocative and, I’m sure, was meant to point us to the
possibility of a better future. I found it disturbing. A world without religion. No heaven. No hell. No countries. No
possessions. As if excising these things would cure humanity and the world would be as one.
There was and is enough brokenness in the world to go ’round. But the brokenness is not outside of us—in
institutions, politics, religion—it is within us. The only way to construct utopia is to get rid of people. Imagine.
Except God has a different way. It is the way of Jesus. It is the way of love. It is the way of life. You see, God
so loves the world and all of creation and all of us. God is right down with us in all of our messiness. In Jesus,
God has reconciled the world to God’s self, redeeming it and us in spite of our rebellion. We can stake our lives
on the relentless, faithful, powerful, tender love of God.
During the pandemic we dreamed great things and imagined an ELCA that could envision a world experiencing
the difference God’s grace and love in Christ makes for all people and creation. We prayed and still pray that
the Spirit will activate each of us so that more people know the way of Jesus and discover community, justice
and love. And we set a goal—engage a million new, young and diverse people by the end of this decade.
Why? Because the world deserves to hear the gospel. The world needs to look beyond itself. There is a
heaven.
Clearly this is not the work of the churchwide organization alone, nor of any one congregation. It is a mission
for all of us. There are so many people who do not know that they need to know Jesus. There are so many
people who think that God’s grace is too good to be true. There are so many people searching for meaning.
All are beloved by God. God longs to draw all people to Godself, to clean us up and wash our faces so that
God’s image shines clearly from all of us, so that we can see God’s image shining from each other.
New, young and diverse? What about those of us who are already here, have
always been here, who have been doing the work and paying the bills? We are
the 99 sheep that didn’t go astray. We are the older brother who stayed home
and worked hard. Of course we are!
We have lived in the love of Jesus and walked in Jesus’ way. We know
the freedom of the Christian. We don’t live in an unforgiving world, but in a redeemed world with a future. Why wouldn’t we want to share that with as many
people as we can?
Even a million new, young and diverse people—why stop there? The flock was
not whole until the one lost was found. The older brother did not realize that all
his father had was already his as a gift. This is true for us. God has given this
mission to invite more people into the way of Jesus. Imagine.

OUR SAVIOR'S LUTHERAN CHURCH
Council Minutes
November 7, 2021 at 11:30 AM
Members Present – Pastor Joe Johnson, Ryan Opdahl, Jason Lovas, Amy Foss, Beth ChristiansonMelby, Joy McSparron, Cindy Dullum, Mark Merck, Trevor Kittelson and Daniel Nelson
1) Call to Order – Noting a quorum, President Ryan called the meeting to order at 11:30 am
2) Devotions – 1 Thessolonians 5:8-1
3) Confirmation of Agenda – Jason moved to accept the agenda. Beth seconded. All in favor,
motion carried.

4) Old Business
a) COVID-19 Precautions – Daniel made a motion to change communion back to in the pews
until the December council meeting. Cindy seconded. Majority in favor, motion carried.
b) Roof Update – Repairs to roof will be done this Tuesday.
5) New Business
a) 2022 Budget – Preliminary proposal of 2022 budget will be presented at the December
council meeting.
b) Community Café – Free will meals will be available at the café Sunday afternoons in
November and December with the exception of December 12th.
6) Pastor Joe’s Report – We had several youth retreats in the past month. Nadia led a Senior
High Fall Retreat to Park Rapids, MN. Amanda and I led a Jr. High Retreat to Valleyfair. Nadia
and I led a Confirmation Retreat for the 10th Grade confirmands. Confirmation students attended
the confirmation retreat, wrote faith statements, made their stoles, presented faith statements on
October 27. We confirmed sixteen confirmands on Sunday, October 31st. I continue to chair the
Eastern North Dakota Candidacy Committee. Last month I participated in interviews with four of
our Synodically Authorized Ministers (SAM’s). I will have vacation November 8-11, 22-24.
7) Treasurer’s Report – Report was presented and reviewed. It was reported that expenses
exceeded income by $900 for the month of October 2021. Year to date income exceeded
expenses by $70,000. The balance of the Media Fund dedicated account is $8,500. Beth moved
to accept the treasurer’s report as presented. Trevor seconded. All in favor, motion carried.
8) Deacons’ Report – Communion will be done through the disposable chalices. Communion
chalices are available for home use upon request.
9) Trustees’ Report – The education building roof will be repaired this week. The lighting behind
the stained glass windows needs to be addressed.
10) Committee Reports –
a) WELCA – WELCA will be combining work groups.
11) Secretary’s Report – Beth made a motion to approve the November 2021 minutes as
presented. Cindy seconded. All in favor, motion carried.
Next meeting – December 5, 2021 at 11:30 am in the chapel
Adjournment – Meeting adjourned at 12:36 pm

NOVEMBER 2021 MEMORIAL REPORT
Thank You to all who gave memorials—Tammy Nelson, Memorial Secretary
Dedicated Memorial Accounts: General Account, Media Ministry (radio
broadcast, etc.), Global Missions, Building and Grounds, Capital
Improvements, Youth Activities, National Youth Gathering/Mission Trips,
Christian Education (Sunday School, etc.), OSLC Choir, OSLC Bell Choir,
OSLC Bands, Parish Nurse, WELCA / WELCA: Altar, Library or Kitchen,
Scholarships (Bible Camps, etc.), OSLC Endowment Fund, Blanchard
Endowment Fund

MEDIA FUND - In memory of Norma Hilde, given by M/M Jack Hansen; in memory of Jerry
Olsen, given by Family and Friends; in memory of Margaret Preston, Diane Cowdry, Frieda Veil,
James Lura, Audrey Anderson and Della Mae Morlock, given by Eunice Morlock

GENERAL FUND – In memory of Twila Burd-Lovas, given by Sandra Johnson
THANK YOU for the poinsettia PLANTS that will adorn the church on
Christmas Eve

A Poinsettia plant…
in memory of John Longthorne, given by Marilyn Longthorne and family
in memory of loved ones, given by Ruth Siegert
in memory of our parents, Jack and Genevieve Olson and Ernest “Red” and Beverly Iverson, given by Tom
and Ruth Olson
in honor of our wonderful family, given by Tom and Ruth Olson
in memory of my husband, Lester Satrom, given by Clarice Satrom
in memory of Ralph Engel, Stacy Engel, and Jan Solberg, given by Charlotte Engel
in memory of Norman Oie and Quinn Sullivan, given by Marlene Oie
in memory of Shari Almquist and in honor of our sons, David, Bradley, and Marvin, given by Basil and Senora
Almquist
in memory of Twila Burd-Lovas, given by Twila’s family
in memory of Loraine Lovas, given by Loraine’s family
in celebration of our new grandson, Tate Michael Miller (8-17-21), given by Mike and Cindy Doeden
in memory of all of our loved ones who have passed, given by Becky and Ray Foss
in celebration of our children, Angie and Jason and their families, given by Becky and Ray Foss
in memory of Grace Haisley, given by Merle Haisley and family
in memory of loved ones, given by Eunice Morlock
in celebration of our families near and far, given by Chris and Jeff McInnes
in memory of Sharilyn D. Almquist, given by David and Brenda Almquist, Marvin and Cathy Almquist, and
Bradley Almquist
in honor of our parents, Basil and Senora Almquist, given by David and Brenda Almquist, Marvin and Cathy
Almquist, and Bradley Almquist
in memory of Andrew Thompson, given by his kids
in memory of Doug and Corrine Ludwig, given by Lori and Tom Tweten and family
in memory of Jodi Jorgensen and Jim Ludwig, given by Lori and Tom Tweten and family
in memory of Hedy Nagel, given by The Nagel Families
in memory of Dagny Svaleson, given by The Nagel Families
in memory of Cody Holte, given by Chris and Amy Redland
in memory of Mike Olson, Peggy and Gerald Olson, and Alfred Qualley, given by Nancy Olson and family
in honor of all our children: Bryce, Cayden, and Masyn Fandrich, Arianna Hins, and Julianna Beaupre, given
by Tara and Mark Fandrich
in memory of Everyone we love in Heaven, given by Mike, Kari, Lydia, Aubrey, and Clara Tweten
in memory of Diane and Gillette Munter, given by Roger and Connie Anderson

Last month I reported that there seemed to be a more peaceful atmosphere
in CAR. Then I began receiving reports of more violence and it appears at
least some of this can be attributed to the Russian Instructors from the
Wagner Group. I have been fearful of this group of instructors, approved by
the UN, who were able to bring weapons and ammunition into CAR legally.
I fear they will be involved in many activities not helpful to the people of
CAR. I am including the news article I found. Remember to keep the people
of CAR in your prayers, especially in this Holiday Season.
In His Service,
Sylvia Hansen
Global Mission Committee

allAfrica

Africa: CAR: Russian Wagner Group harassing and intimidating civilians – UN experts
October 29, 2021 (https://allafrica.com/stories/202110290419.html)

United Nations Human Rights (Geneva)
GENEVA (27 October 2021) – Civilians, including peacekeepers, journalists, aid workers and minorities in
the Central African Republic (CAR) have been violently harassed and intimidated by so-called "Russian
instructors" from the Wagner Group, UN experts said today. "We are extremely concerned about intimidation
and recent reports of violent harassment by private military and security contractors against individuals and
communities," the experts said.
The Russian instructors operating as military and security personnel work closely with the CAR army (FACA)
and police, and engage in the arrest and detention of individuals. That means victims often have no access to
justice. They simply don't dare lodge official complaints, so impunity for abuses continues for all perpetrators –
FACA as well as military and security officers working for the Wagner group.
Earlier this month, a Special Commission of Inquiry set up by the CAR government to shed light on violence in
the country determined that human rights and international humanitarian law violations have been committed,
including by "Russian instructors."
The UN experts also raised concerns earlier this year that many forces, including the Wagner Group, are
committing systemic and grave human rights and international humanitarian law violations, including
arbitrary detention, torture, disappearances and summary execution, a pattern that continues unabated and
unpunished.
The experts also received reports that Wagner Group officers have committed rape and sexual violence
against women, men, and young girls in the many parts of the country. It is not clear how many people have
been victims of sexual violence because survivors are terrified to bring their cases to justice for fear of
retaliation. "Being denied access to justice and to remedies is a sign of the impunity prevailing in the country,"
they said. "We call on the CAR government to end all relationships with private military and security
personnel, particularly the Wagner Group," the experts said. "We urge the authorities to comply with their
obligations under international law to hold accountable all perpetrators of grave violations and abuses of
human rights and international humanitarian law committed on their territory. They must ensure unhindered
access to justice and redress to all victims of violations, including abuses committed by Russian private military
and security personnel."
The experts have also conveyed their concerns about these allegations directly to the Government of the
Central African Republic.

WELCA:


Circle #3 has Meal Delivery in December: December 27-31 (No Delivery 12/31)

Our Savior’s WELCA met Thursday, November 4, 2021. Sylvia Hansen led the meeting with a
devotional message from the synod.
1) We decided to meet again in December (12-2-21) with potluck lunch. At this meeting we will
continue our discussion of reorganizing. Bring your Thank Offering to the December meeting.
2) Jackie Lovas made a motion to drop the Circles lists beginning in 2022 and have the work
groups take over the meal delivering. As of now the Circles are not able to serve the Nursing Home.
Motion carried. Sylvia mentioned that it would be good to have some men help serving funerals.
When we drop the Circle groups, we will need a new booklet along with a new list of officers.
3) Joy mentioned the Christmas Angel Tree will be asked to be done by the whole church.
4) We discussed to continue to use our spring letter so we will be able to continue with our budget
items.
5) Jackie and Sylvia are checking about ability to deliver health and school kits. The quilts are
able to deliver in more local areas.
6) We thank Connie Anderson for organizing and taking care of the Operation Christmas Child
shoeboxes. Thank you to everyone who participated. We were able to send 69 shoeboxes to
children in need around the world.
Thank you to Darlene Moen for the donation of children’s books to the library!
NOTE: The traditional Potluck WELCA Meeting will take place on Thursday, December 2. A
business meeting will be held at 10 AM with potluck lunch at 11 AM. There will be an Officer’s
meeting at 9 AM. Please come and join the group, as more decisions will need to be made about
the future of WELCA in our congregation.
SAVE THOSE STAMPS
Most of us receive more mail with REAL stamps on it during the holidays. These
are used for sales to stamp collectors and make money for charities. Our WELCA
collects these and sends them to a processing center. Leave an inch of envelope
paper around the stamp when possible. Place them in the container near the
front door of the church. Thank you!

Harvest to Spring W.O.W. BIBLE STUDY
W.O.W. BIBLE STUDY will start an ADVENT STUDY on Monday,
November 29. “Light of the World” by Amy-Jill Levine is the story of
Jesus’ birth at the beginning of the Christian experience. We meet
Mondays at 9:00 AM at Our Savior’s in the 2nd floor lounge.
Welcome to our group! ~ Senora

The Hope of the World
“In His name the nations will put their hope.” Matthew 12:21

Community Christmas Concert
Sunday, December 12, 2021
7:00 p.m.
Our Saviors Lutheran Church
Join us for an evening of music with refreshments following the concert.

INFORMATION
Hillsboro Kiwanis Food Pantry Wish List:
Our hearts AND the food pantry are full and well stocked. Thank you to the school, the churches, and all the generous individuals in our community for their donations. Our only immediate
needs are: Laundry detergent, Dish soap, Cooking oil, and Coffee.
Reminder: the food pantry is open from 4-6pm at the Hillsboro Armory on the 1st and 3rd
Mondays of each month - use the north door.
Contact Dan at 430-1595 for questions or emergency needs.
Merry Christmas!
To give to OSLC electronically:


Visit oslchillsboro.com and click on
Donate Now



Give by Text: Text dollar
amount to (701) 936-7018



Scan this code to go to the OSLC online
donation page



Use the Give+ Church App

SOCIAL MEDIA: Watch OSLC worship services and GET UPDATES on:
 Facebook at oslchillsboro
 Twitter @ OSLCHillsboro
 Instagram @ oslchillsboro
YouTube - Our Savior’s Lutheran Church Hillsboro ND
HTC CHANNEL 34 and our website: oslchillsboro.com
Don’t forget to download the BAND APP for important Sunday school information and updates.
Just scan this QR code to receive an invite into the OSLC Elementary Ed page.

OSLC OFFERING STEWARDSHIP
2021 OFFERING RECEIVED

WORSHIP
ATTENDANCE

October 3

$ 7,028.51

8:30am
10:30am

48
99

October 10

$ 5,292.25

8:30am
10:30am

47
172

October 17

$ 3,561.00

8:30am
10:30am

65
98

October 24

$ 2,230.00

8:30am
10:30am

46
80

October 31

$ 3,071.00

8:30am
10:30am

68
220

Or this QR code
for the OSLC
Youth Group
page.

STEWARDSHIP REPORT:
OUR SAVIOR’S LUTHERAN CHURCH

INCOME AND EXPENSES:

Oct. Direct Deposit

$9,003.84

2021 Income received through
October 31: $351,489.92

October Total:

$30,186.60

2021 Expenses through
October 31: $281,698.75

2021 Total

$287,443.16

Income Less Expenses: $69,791.17

Church Office Manager: Cindy Doeden

2021 COUNCIL MEMBERS

Josh Opp 701-471-7578

Vice-President:

Ryan Opdahl 218-779-2658

President:

436-6139

Betty Meyer

238-6624

Krista Longthorne

Deacons:

371-1272

Jason Lovas

Treasurer:

Hours: M-F 9am-3pm

430-0055

Amy Foss

Secretary:

Church Office: 701-636-5701
Church Office email address: oslcelca@rrv.net
or cindy@oslchillsboro.com
Pastor Joe Johnson: cell—701-430-3787;

Joy McSparron

pastorjoe@oslchillsboro.com
Education Minister: Amanda Johnson—218-556-8895
Assisting Minister: Nadia Robb—701-412-1242

Beth Christianson-Melby

361-9990
430-2309

Trustees:

OSLC Kitchen: 701-636-5705

Benjamin Strand 701-371-1493

OSLC Website: www.oslchillsboro.com
Facebook: oslchillsboro
Twitter: OSLCHillsboro; Instagram: oslchillsboro

799-9340

Mark Merck

866-3309

Cindy Dullum
Trevor Kittelson

YouTube: Our Savior’s Lutheran Church Hillsboro ND

Daniel Nelson

Broadcast live on Sunday mornings on KMAV 105.5 FM and
KMSR 1520 AM at 8:30am and HTC Channel 34 at
8:30am and 10:30am.

741-5177
799-5079

2021
Address Service Requested
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church
204 Caledonia Ave East
Hillsboro, ND 58045

