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Discipleship
What is a disciple?
For he and all who were with him were amazed at the catch of fish that they had taken; and so
also were James and John, sons of Zebedee, who were partners with Simon. Then Jesus said to
Simon, “Do not be afraid; from now on you will be catching people.” When they had brought
their boats to shore, they left everything and followed him. Luke 5:9-11
What does it mean to be a disciple? Characteristics of discipleship include; following, serving
and committing. When Jesus called the first disciples, they put down nets, followed him, and
committed to this vocation of ministry. They left their families, their vocations, their income,
their livelihood, and their security. They left everything they knew and followed the unknown
with full commitment.
While following, serving, and committing are characteristics of discipleship, the word
“disciple” literally translates from Greek as “LEARNER” or “STUDENT”.
Discipleship is all about LEARNING.
Now, 2000 years later, Jesus continues to call disciples. We are being called to discipleship.
We are being called to follow. We are being called to serve. We are being called to commitment. But even more-so, we are being called to LEARN.
From now until Easter, we will be learning the lessons of the gospel of Jesus Christ according
to Luke. We will learn about the life, lessons and
miracles of Jesus Christ. We will also learn how
these lessons might apply to our everyday life.
If you are interested in learning more about
discipleship, please contact Pastor Joe, Amanda,
Nadia or Joy.
Blessings,
Pastor Joe

PASTORAL ACTS:
Baptism:

Rosalie Rae Brunken

Daughter of Nate and Ashley Brunken
Born: October 3, 2020
Place: Detroit Lakes, MN
Baptized: January 10, 2021
Godparents: Travis Doeden
Jessica Brunken

JANUARY 24, 2021 ANNUAL MEETING RESULTS:
President:
Vice President:
Secretary:
Trustee:
Trustee:
Deacon:

Deaths:

Michael Stenerson
Born: March 13, 1954
Place of Birth: Halstad, MN
Died: January 5, 2021
Funeral: January 13, 2021
Interment: Halstad Lutheran S. Cemetery
Halstad, MN

Edwin “Ed” Olsen
Born: March 18, 1930
Place of Birth: Mason, WI
Died: January 15, 2021
Funeral: January 23, 2021
Interment: Riverside Cemetery
Hillsboro, ND

Ryan Opdahl
Josh Opp
Amy Foss
Cindy Dullum (2nd term)
Benjamin Strand
Krista Longthorne

Board of Ed:

Carly Theis
Steph Hinkle

Synod Assembly Reps:

Brenna and Ryan Opdahl
Marin and Josh Opp

Endowment Committee:

Darin Oanes
Mark Merck

Nominating Committee:

Barb Hultin
Jon Bertsch
Belinda Bye

Thank you to those who served and Congratulations
to those who have been elected to serve!

ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICE
FEBRUARY 17 AT 6:30 p.m.
(Meal for 7-9th gr. students only - No Lent meals this year)

REMINDER: In-person Sunday school classes for all children ages 3 years through 6th grade
meet each Sunday at 9:30 a.m. Questions? Contact Amanda Johnson at 218-556-8895
To give to OSLC electronically:
•

Visit OSLCHillsboro.com and click on
Donate Now

•

Scan this code to go to the OSLC online
donation page



Give by Text: Text dollar
amount to (701) 936-7018

•

Use the Give+ Church App

OUR SAVIOR'S LUTHERAN CHURCH
Council Minutes
January 3, 2021 at 11:45 am
Members Present - Pastor Joe Johnson, Ryan Opdahl, Jason Lovas, Amy Foss,
Barb Hultin, Beth Christianson-Melby, Joy McSparron, Daniel Nelson, Trevor Kittelson and Jon
Bertsch
1) Call to Order – Noting a quorum, President Ryan called the meeting to order at 11:45 pm
2) Devotions – James 3:13-18
3) Confirmation of Agenda – Joy moved to accept the agenda as amended. Beth seconded.
All in favor, motion carried.
4) Old Business
a. 2021 Budget – The 2021 Budget was presented and reviewed. Beth moved to recommend
the budget of $371,251 to be presented at the annual meeting. Jon seconded. All in favor,
motion carried.
b. Sunday School – Jason made a motion to support Sunday School staff to resume Sunday
School classes in person as they see fit. Trevor seconded. All in favor, motion carried.
5) New Business
a. One Service – The possibility of moving to one service was discussed. No changes were
made in the schedule.
b. Wednesday Meals for Confirmation Students – Jason made a motion to add discussion
for Wednesday meals for confirmation students to the agenda. Trevor seconded. All in
favor, motion carried. Jon made a motion to empower staff to serve Wednesday night
meals as they see fit for confirmation students. Daniel seconded. All in favor, motion
carried.
6) Pastor Joe’s Report – The calendar year finished strong. We recorded Our Savior’s Christmas
Special as an online, television, and take-home worship option for Christmas Eve. We had three
in-person worship services with Our Savior’s Light leading music at 1:30, The Fire leading music
at 3:30, and Karen Alfson playing organ with a cantor leading the singing. Thank you to all of
our technology experts, sound technicians, broadcast technicians, musicians and singers. We
had 32 musicians participate in Christmas worship leadership. We had a strong December in
giving and faithful stewardship. Since our last council meeting we have had a staff meeting,
bible studies, confirmation classes, first communion, baptism classes, pre-marriage counseling,
crisis care and visitations.
7) Treasurer’s Report – Report was presented and reviewed. It was reported that income
exceeded expenses for the month of December 2020. Year to date expenses also exceeded
income. The balance of the Media Fund dedicated account is $5,197. Barb moved to accept
the treasurer’s report as presented. Daniel seconded the motion. All in favor, motion carried.
8) Deacons’ Report – Beth reported that the precautions taken during the Christmas Eve services
went well and all services were well received.
9) Trustees’ Report – It was brought up that there is some unraveling in the carpet on the ramp
among other small projects that need to be taken care of.

10) Committee Reports
a. Nominating – The committee has been working on names for replacements on the council
and those people are being asked.
11) Secretary’s Report – Jason made a motion to approve the December 13, 2020 minutes. Trevor
seconded. All in favor, motion carried. The minutes from today’s meeting will be emailed to be
reviewed and approved at a later date.
Next meeting – February 7, 2021 @ 11:30 am in church basement
Adjournment – Meeting adjourned at 1:18 pm

2-14-21

_________________________________________________________________________________

NURSE’S NOTES
Brenda Stallman, RN, Parish Nurse

COVID VACCINATION UPDATE
Even though the numbers of individuals with active Coronavirus in ND have
lowered, it is extremely important to get vaccinated. The virus is still very
active in our state and country, as well as around the world. The only way
to stop the transmission is to get the majority of our population vaccinated.
The distribution of vaccine has been slow. Only a 24-hour notice is given prior to receiving a
shipment of vaccine. Once vaccine is received, there is a very short time period in which the vaccine
must be given. For these reasons, those in the current priority group for receiving vaccine (age 75
and older) are asked to contact your medical provider or Traill District Health Unit (636-4434) so that
you will be placed on a list. When vaccine is available based on the order of names received, you will
be contacted and given the opportunity to make an appointment to get vaccinated.

Because of the need to social distance and wait 15 minutes at the clinic site after getting vaccinated
with the first dose, appointments are necessary to reduce congestion and the possibility of exposure
to Covid. Individuals who are homebound and unable to travel to the clinic site are encouraged to
call for a special appointment.
Although the ND governor has allowed the state face mask mandate to expire, Traill County still
requires people over the age of six years to wear a face mask in public places. Masks are still
necessary after being vaccinated for Covid, as it is unknown if those who are vaccinated can still
transmit the virus. It remains imperative to continue with masking, frequent hand washing, social
distancing, staying home when ill, and following quarantine guidelines if exposed to someone positive
with Covid-19.
The list of Covid-19 Vaccine Priority Groups can be found at https://www.health.nd.gov/covid-19vaccine-priority-groups

Living Lutheran

Connected, Generous, Free to Serve
JANUARY 8, 2021
Dear church,

We have been living with this pandemic for nearly a year. So much has changed. Bubbles,
personal protective equipment, social distancing and one-way grocery aisles are part of
our lexicon and everyday experience. Who knew, a year ago, that face masks would be
advertised as ideal stocking stuffers? Our homes have become offices, schools and gyms.
Our commutes have been cut down from hours of traffic to walking over to the dining room
table. I do not look forward to the weekly summary from my iPhone that tells me how many
hours a day I am staring at a screen.

From the Presiding
Bishop Eaton

But the pandemic has also revealed the remarkable resilience and creativity of this church. Within weeks of
shelter-in-place restrictions, thousands of our congregations converted to online worship, Bible studies and
coffee hours. As the economy stuttered and people lost jobs, you stepped up the work of your food pantries.
When kids needed internet access to go to virtual school, you became neighborhood hot spots.
We became more connected. And the gospel was heard by people who, in the “Before Times,” would never
have come to church. There is a story about the devil bragging to a pastor, saying that the pandemic was the
devil’s tool to close all the churches—to which the pastor replied, “We have opened a church in every home.”
You have been generous. In March and April we began to hear concern from our bishops about synod
ministries. What would happen to camps and campus ministries? What would happen to congregations that
were anchors in communities and were already stressed before the pandemic? We offered Daily Bread grants—
$500 from the churchwide organization/$500 from the local congregation. We hoped that 50 congregations
might be able to raise the matching funds. So far 374 grants have been awarded. Working with synod bishops
we launched the COVID-19 Appeal, which is designed to support key ministries in synods. You stepped up and
in eight months have given over $1.7 million. These grants have been distributed to ministries in 62 of our 65
synods.
Now it’s 2021. The pandemic is still with us. Yes, there are vaccines and distribution is being sorted out. There
is an end in sight. But now is not the time to let down our guard. We’ll keep washing our hands, wearing masks
and avoiding crowds. We will do this for ourselves and for each other. We will respect the disease and give
thanks to God for the gift of science. And we will continue to worship, pray and serve.
The pandemic has also taught us something about ourselves. Though we are physically distant, we are
connected. Paul put it this way in a letter to the Corinthians: “If one member suffers, all suffer together with it;
if one member is honored, all rejoice together with it. Now you are the body of Christ and individually members
of it” (1 Corinthians 12:26-27).
It is our joyful duty to care for one another, particularly the most vulnerable. It is an act of faithfulness when we
limit ourselves so that the pandemic is brought to heel. It is an act of love when we restrict our travel or wear a
mask. As Martin Luther pointed out in The Freedom of a Christian, it is the freedom we have in Christ that
makes us servants of all.
There is a model of such self-giving, self-limiting love. “Let each of you look not to your own interests, but to the
interests of others. Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of
God, did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited, but emptied himself, taking the form of a
slave, being born in human likeness. And being found in human form, he humbled himself and became obedient
to the point of death—even death on a cross” (Philippians 2:4-8).
I pray that we all live in such freedom.
Peace. Be well.
Liz

A message from Eastern ND and Western ND Bishops
Dear Lutheran siblings of North Dakota,
As Bishops of our Eastern and Western North Dakota Synods, it grieves us
to share with you the difficult news of the closure of a key Lutheran partner
in ministry. Lutheran Social Services of North Dakota, after 101 years of
important ministry, has reached the end of its life as a faith-based service
organization in our midst.
Lutheran Social Services has extended caring ministries that have often grown from congregational
input and support. They have provided healing, help, and hope across the state, especially among
vulnerable populations such as children, families, seniors, and New Americans.
We cannot at this time fully imagine the loss that this closure represents. Important ministries and
services will be discontinued. Lutheran Social Services of North Dakota will no longer be able to live
out their faith-based mission to offer healing, help, and hope. For all of this, we express deep lament
and sadness.
At this time, we hold those directly impacted in prayer – especially LSSND clients and staff. We look
to all of us as Lutherans across North Dakota to consider what this means for our call to love our
neighbor. We ask God to lead us in extending the love of Christ in our communities in new ways that
will now be even more needed.
As people of faith, Jesus Christ is ever our comforter and our hope. The empty tomb proclaims that
death will not have the final say. As we experience this collective loss, we give thanks for the 101
years of impact of Lutheran Social Services of North Dakota in so many lives and we invite you to
join us in prayer:

Dear God, in the garden of Gethsemane, Jesus agonized in prayer about the difficult path that
lay before him and asked you to “take this cup from me.” We, too, as the community of Lutheran
Social Services of North Dakota, wish for different circumstances, times that could have spared
us from needing to make this decision. Our hearts are heavy. Be with us as we travel this path,
guide those who accompany us, and give us peace. With watchful hope, we lean on your mercy
and grace. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

(adapted from “All Creation Sings”, pg. 54, Augsburg Fortress Publishers.)

In Christ,
Bishop Tessa Moon Leiseth
Eastern North Dakota Synod

Bishop Craig Schweitzer
Western North Dakota Synod

WELCA:


Circle #1 has Meal Delivery in February: February 22-26



No WELCA meetings until further notice.



Quilting will continue on Mondays from 9:00am to 4:00pm in the church basement. All are
Welcome! Contact Sylvia Hansen or Jackie Lovas if you can sew quilt blocks together.



W.O.W. (Women of the Word) Bible Study will continue to meet on Monday’s at 9:00am in
the 2nd floor lounge.

As you may have read in the annual report, we received $1,797.89 in
donations in 2020; as we receive no information on the origin of the
donations, a big THANK YOU to all donors. We sent a $5,000 donation of
last year’s (2019) funds to Global Health Ministries for use in the Central
African Republic. We have not renewed our Missionary Support agreement
with the ELCA, as we do not have a resident missionary due to the unsafe
living arrangements in country. We are unable to assure that any services
are being provided in CAR by the ELCA. Global Health Ministries continues to operate two major
clinics in Gallo and Bohong, as well as services to more rural areas. Post Election violence has
triggered more displacement of people both inside and outside the country. Some are simply living
in the bush, after being chased from their homes. United Nations is trying to provide service both
inside and outside the country. It is difficult for the villages inside and outside the country to care for
the many displaced people. We have a balance of $2,082.25 from 2020 in our account and will be
making plans for use of those funds. We are unsure if our usual sources of funding will again be
available in 2021. Please keep the people of CAR in your prayers.
In the Global Health Ministries newsletter for Dec-Jan there was an update on CAR as follows:
“Cameroon/Central African Republic, at sea 2,545 boxes. 33 different designations. Anatomical
models, Bassinets Birth Assistance Kits, Centrifuges, Dressings, First Aid Kits, Gloves, Hospice Kits,
Newborn Kits, N95 Masks, syringes and more!” Things are shipped to Cameroon and then
delivered to places in CAR when it is safe to be on the roads, as CAR is a land locked country.
Many refugees end up in Cameroon as well. Our donations will likely be used to pay staff and
provide equipment/supplies to the clinics in CAR, as that is the biggest need right now according to
Rev. Doug Cox, Executive Director of Global Health Ministries. I will try to stay in touch with Rev.
Cox for information on conditions there.
In His Service,
Sylvia Hansen
Global Missions Committee
BROOKINGS: Africa in the news: Central African Republic, Ethiopia, and Uganda updates
Chris Heitzig, Saturday, January 16, 2021
REBEL FORCES TAKE AIM AT THE CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC CAPITAL
On Wednesday, January 13, armed rebel groups in the Central African Republic began a coordinated attack
on the peripheries of the capital Bangui, before government forces and the United Nations Blue Helmets
repelled them, according to the United Nations Multidimensional Integrated Stabilization Mission in the
Central African Republic (MINUSCA). The attack was the first near the capital city since the re-election of
President Faustin Archange Touadéra in late December. There has been a marked increase in violence since
the nation’s six most powerful rebel groups united to stop Touadéra from being re-elected after the
Constitutional Court rejected the candidacy of former President François Bozizé on the grounds of alleged
war crimes. The alliance of rebel groups—which control two-thirds of the country—have vowed to invade
Bangui. According to the U.S. Institute of Peace, the ongoing conflict is the most serious threat to the 2019
peace agreement reached between the ruling party and 14 rebel groups.
The violence sparked by the recent elections caused as many as 185,000 Central Africans to flee their
homes. Though many have since returned home, the United Nations Humanitarian Affairs Coordination Office
estimates that 62,000 people remain newly displaced and as many as 1.3 million displaced overall, half of
which are refugees in neighboring countries.
UN NEWS: Central African Republic: Post-election violence triggers mass displacement
January 8, 2021, “Migrants and Refugees”
Amidst post-election violence in the Central African Republic (CAR), more than 200,000 people have fled for
their own safety, the UN refugee agency (UNHCR) said on Friday. Boris Cheshirkov, spokesperson for the
Office of the High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) sounded the alarm at a regular press briefing,
(Continued…)

telling journalists that more than 30,000 people had crossed the border into neighbouring Cameroon, Chad,
Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) and the Republic of Congo. UNHCR has strengthened its presence
along the Ubangi River where some 24,196 people fled into the DRC’s provinces of Bas Uele and NorthUbangui, he said. “At least 15,000 arrived in Ndu village following attacks on the towns of Damara and
Bangassou on 2 and 3 January”, which, with a population of 3,500, had “placed a massive strain on resources
and host families”, he added. Another 4,434 people have reached Cameroon, 2,196 are in Chad and some
70 have crossed into the Republic of Congo, the agency is reporting.
Internally-displaced
As a preventative measure, since 15 December some 185,000 Central Africans have remained in the country,
but fled into the bush, said Mr. Cheshirkov. Although roughly 112,000 have since returned home, estimates
from the UN humanitarian affairs coordination office (OCHA) reveal that around 62,000 people remain newly
displaced.
“The reasons why they move have been several, most are linked to the fear of violence and also as a
preventative measure…We have had reports that they’ve been staying nearby home as a preventative
measure until situation calms”, said Mr. Cheshirkov. “They reported they did witness violence, and fled”, he
added, noting that receiving authorities are already encountering problems coping with the influx, and “the
need to be provided with assistance is there”. The UN official also raised concerns over reports of human
rights violations linked to the 27 December presidential elections.
Be a good neighbour
On behalf of UNHCR, the spokesperson urged governments in all neighbouring countries to “continue
granting access to asylum and support local authorities in registering new arrivals”. As most newcomers are
staying with host communities or in makeshift shelters, he said their needs were urgent, including water and
shelter as well as health and sanitation facilities to prevent the spread of COVID-19 and other diseases.
UNHCR is doing its part by working with the authorities and humanitarian partners to support the most
vulnerable, including in Cameroon where it is providing protection and aid.
As refugees are being registered in Chad, the World Food Programme (WFP) is providing food rations to the
new arrivals, and UNHCR is assisting with a mobile health clinic.
And the UN refugee agency continues to work closely with authorities and partners inside CAR – monitoring
the protection of the displaced and supporting returnees and reintegration efforts.
The spokesperson noted that nearly a quarter of the country’s population of 4.7 million was forcibly displaced
by the end of 2020, including 630,000 refugees in neighbouring countries and 630,000 displaced internally.
_______________________________________________________________________________________
OSLC OFFERING STEWARDSHIP
2020 OFFERING RECEIVED

WORSHIP
ATTENDANCE

December 6

$3,906.00

8:30am
10:30am

30
45

December 13

$6,480.00

8:30am
10:30am

43
33

STEWARDSHIP REPORT:
OUR SAVIOR’S LUTHERAN CHURCH

December 20

$6,054.50

8:30am
10:30am

39
41

INCOME AND EXPENSES:

December 27

$10,440.00

9:30am

46

2020 Income received through
Dec. 31: $412,545.53

Christmas Eve

$19,168.00

1:30pm
3:30pm
5:30pm

86
46
70

2020 Expenses through
Dec. 31: $378,921.69

Dec. Direct Deposit

$20,084.80

December Total:
2020 Total

Income Less Expenses: $33,623.84
$66,133.30
$347,323.04

JANUARY 2021 MEMORIAL REPORT
Thank You to all who gave memorials—Tammy Nelson, Memorial Secretary
Dedicated Memorial Accounts: General Account, Media Ministry (radio broadcast, etc.),
Global Missions, Building and Grounds, Capital Improvements, Youth Activities, National
Youth Gathering/Mission Trips, Christian Education (Sunday School, etc.), OSLC Choir,
OSLC Bell Choir, OSLC Bands, Parish Nurse, WELCA/WELCA: Altar, Library or Kitchen,
Scholarships (Bible Camps, etc.), OSLC Endowment Fund, Blanchard Endowment Fund
GENERAL FUND – In memory of Mike Stenerson, given by Janice Kjesbo; in memory of Mavis
Gunderson, given by M/M Dallas Boeddeker; in memory of Duane and Liz Lemm, given by
anonymous donor
OSLC FOUNDATION – In memory of Cecelia Park, Peggy Olson, and Kay Preston, given by
M/M Jack Hansen
MEDIA FUND – In memory of Richard Woods, given by Devonne Wright; in memory of Mike
Stenerson, given by M/M Gerald Boeddeker; in memory of Ed Olsen, given by M/M Glenn
Holland

Where does your Giving Hearts Day money go?
Campus Ministries: Christus Rex & Crossroads

Multi-Ethnic Ministry

Bible Camps: Red Willow & Park River

Seminaries

Global Ministries: Partner synod—C.A.R.

Congregational Vitality

Synod Programming

Equipping Leaders

Church Office Manager: Cindy Doeden

2021 COUNCIL MEMBERS

Josh Opp 701-471-7578

Vice-President:

Ryan Opdahl 218-779-2658

President:

436-6139

Betty Meyer

238-6624

Krista Longthorne

Deacons:

371-1272

Jason Lovas

Treasurer:

Hours: M-F 9am-3pm

430-0055

Amy Foss

Secretary:

Church Office: 701-636-5701
Church Office email address: oslcelca@rrv.net
or cindy@oslchillsboro.com
Pastor Joe Johnson: cell—701-430-3787;

Joy McSparron

pastorjoe@oslchillsboro.com
Education Minister: Amanda Johnson—218-556-8895
Assisting Minister: Nadia Robb—701-412-1242

Beth Christianson-Melby

361-9990
430-2309

Trustees:

OSLC Kitchen: 701-636-5705

Benjamin Strand 701-371-1493

OSLC Website: www.oslchillsboro.com
Facebook: oslchillsboro
Twitter: OSLCHillsboro; Instagram: oslchillsboro

799-9340

Mark Merck

866-3309

Cindy Dullum
Trevor Kittelson

YouTube: Our Savior’s Lutheran Church Hillsboro ND

Daniel Nelson

Broadcast live on Sunday mornings on KMAV 105.5 FM and
KMSR 1520 AM at 8:30am and HTC Channel 34 at
8:30am & 10:30am.

741-5177
799-5079

2021
February
Address Service Requested
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church
204 Caledonia Ave East
Hillsboro, ND 58045

