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“The Mission of Our Savior’s Lutheran Church is
to be a place where Christ’s love is proclaimed as we welcome, worship, learn, and serve together.”

The Silence of the Spirit
When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place.
2And suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent
wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. 3Divided
tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of
them. 4All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in
other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability. Acts 2:1-4
When the day of Pentecost came, the people experienced the Holy Spirit with a
sound like the rush of a violent wind. It is easy to identify the Holy Spirit when
divided tongues, as of fire, appear among us. The Holy Spirit, however, does
not always sound like the rush of a violent wind. The Spirit is at work even
when we don’t recognize it.
What is God is doing in the Silence of the Spirit?
The pastors, deacons, and council invite you into discernment about what the
Spirit is up to! We are wondering about expectations of church, worship, and
volunteering. Where do people find meaning and purpose? How do we put our
faith into action? How do we love and serve our neighbor?
The challenge is for people to explore what the Spirit is up to! How can we be
church in our families, friendships, vocations, neighborhoods, and
communities? How is the Spirit at work in our daily lives? We are exploring
the possibilities of building a visitation team to visit homebound, hospitalized
and nursing home residents. We are exploring a baby brigade team to visit
parents of newborns and offer help and assistance. We are raising up spiritual
leaders, worship leaders, musicians and bible study teachers.
God is doing something here in this congregation, neighborhood, community
and world. As the Priesthood of all Believers we communally discern, pray,
love, serve, and explore what God is doing in the Silence of the Spirit.
Blessings,
Pastor Joe

PASTORAL ACTS:
Adult Class continued: We hope to finish the
entire Small Catechism conversations in four
additional Sunday classes.

Baptisms:
Evelyn Lorrice Duval
Daughter of Jared Duval and Brooke Siegert
Born: January 26, 2017, St. Paul, MN
Baptized: April 2, 2017
Godparents: Audra and Kent Anderson
Marilu and Ken Meuwissen

March 26th was

We will continue to meet in the Lounge at
9:45 a.m. on April 23 & 30 and May 14 & 21
to finish the study of the Small Catechism.
You are invited to come to any or all of the
classes. ~Pastor Julie

New Member Sunday at Our Savior’s. Listed below are all the new members that

were welcomed that day:

David and Jody Nelson
Eli, Lydia and Jonah

Robert and Maggy Wilson
Oakley and Tyler

Levi and Katie Reese
and MacKintyre

Jesse and Rachel Dovenmuehler
Jezzarae and Zander

Josh and Marin Opp
Eddie and Vinny

Matt and Shana Williams
and Siri

Darlene Moen

Pastor Julie Johnson

HOLY COMMUNION CLASS
Congratulations to the following 5th graders who completed this faith milestone:
Boeden Allen
Carter Iverson
Addyson Merck
Peter Oanes

McKenna Dickhoff
Kaden Kozojed
Katherine Oanes
Thomas Oanes
Molly Smelden

Mallory Alfson
Christian Brist
Lauren Spokely
Jerod Nathan

Congratulations to OSLC Graduating Seniors!!
Alex Alfson
Addi Eckart
Gavin Longthorne

Amber Berg
Cayden Fandrich
Kelsey Moore

Katja Berge
Abigail Lee
Dontray Nelson

Margaret Coleman
Tanner Linnell
Elias Nelson

Senior Recognition Sunday is May 21st with “Ice Cream for Breakfast” being served starting at 9:30am
and a presentation to the seniors by the Board of Education at the 10:30am worship service.
All are welcome!
The

Baccalaureate Service for all Hillsboro graduating seniors is Wednesday, May 24th

at 7:00 p.m. at Our Savior’s Lutheran Church. Everyone is invited and encouraged to attend!

OUR SAVIOR'S LUTHERAN CHURCH
Council Minutes
April 9, 2017 - 11:45 AM

Roll Call:

Darin Oanes, Jason Lovas, Beth Christianson-Melby, Joy McSparron, John Miller,
Pastor Joe Johnson, Ryan Opdahl, Pastor Julie Johnson, Lisa Munter, Chris Redland,
Brad Ydstie, Betty Meyer, and Jon Bertsch.

1. Call to Order: Noting a quorum, President Darin Oanes called the meeting to order at 11:45 a.m.
2. Devotions – Pastor Julie Johnson led us in devotions from John 13.
3. Confirmation of Agenda – Jason Lovas moved to accept the agenda as amended.
Lisa Munter seconded. All in favor, motion carried.

4. Old Business –
a. Sound System for Sanctuary- Jon Bertsch provided an update.
b. Parsonage/church roof/windows- Ryan Opdahl provided an update.
5. New Business –
a. Staffing for the summer- Discussed the plan to have Nadia Robb to fill the scholarship position for
the summer. Also discussed seeking other people being involved in supporting and participating in
the pastoral ministry of the congregation.
6. Pastor Joe’s Report - We continue to plan and fundraise for our summer Sr. High Missions trip
to Florida to serve with Give Kid’s the World. Fundraisers include Ice Cream for Breakfast, Easter Breakfast,
Auction Sale, Hillsboro Days Brat Feed, Flowers and Candy, coffee serving, and a pulled pork dinner. We
had our Florida Team-building event to prepare participants and it was well attended. I led the New Member
Welcome class and open house and we welcomed 24 new members. As president of the Mayville
conference I conducted Pastor Nathan Strong’s exit interview from Eastern North Dakota Synod. Pastor
Strong has accepted a call in Texas and we keep the Portland Parish in our prayers during this interim and
transition period. We met with the conference pastors at the Synod office to meet with synod staff members
and Jessica Thomasson the CEO of LSS. We also met with the local clergy for lunch and preparation for
Hillsboro community services. Since our last council meeting I had two funerals. I have completed my first
year of the Doctorate of Ministry program in Congregational Mission and Leadership with the completion of
the class Pastoral Identity, Leadership and Spiritual Life. I now begin the second year with the class
Missional Church. We have been making preparations for my sabbatical including pastoral coverage and
support for Pastor Julie including lay leadership, clergy support, and raising up new leaders.
Upcoming Dates:
May 7
May 24
May 21
May 28
June 3-4
June 3-4
June 4-14
June 18
June 15-Sept 15

Auction
Baccalaureate
Sr. Recognition Sunday
Summer Sunday Worship Schedule
Synod Assembly
Mayville Conference Meeting
Sr. Missions Trip
Youth Lead Worship
Sabbatical

7. Pastor Julie’s Report –This Lent season has been one of the most meaningful ones for me in all the 20+
years as pastor and leader of mid-week Lent services – for a variety of reasons. One of the reasons is the
involvement and leadership of so many people --- the speakers, youth, musicians, & people pounding nails.

Continued with leading the Sunday morning ½ hour Small Catechism discussions in March and will continue
in April and May until we get through the Small Catechism. We’ve only gotten as far as the 3rd Petition of
the Lord’s Prayer. Attended Essential Oil “party”. Went to Regional & State Boys BB tournament games.
Covered for Pastor Keith Walka while he was gone but didn’t receive any calls. Coordinated with the
Mission Sunday speaker (Jakelle Cornell) for her time with us at the March 19 services; went out to lunch
with Jakelle & Joel Thorsrud. Attended New Member Open House. Met to brainstorm & plan for upcoming
BEE KIND event spearheaded by Parish Nurse Brenda Stallman. Co-hosted with Pastor Joe the March
meeting of the Mayville Conference Pastors; met at Fargo LSS building for conversation with Jessica
Thomasson, CEO of ND LSS. Hosted the farewell party for Pastor Nathan Strong. Attended GROW HOLD
FOLD event at synod office along with Betty Meyer, Beth Christianson-Melby, & Barb Hultin.
8. Treasurer’s Report – Jason Lovas discussed the statement of income and expense by account and
dedicated accounts. He reported that expenses exceed income by $27,088 at the end of March 2017.
The balance of the sound system dedicated account is -$13,666. The balance of the Media Fund dedicated
account is $2,006. The complete treasurer’s report is always available through the church office. Betty
Meyer moved to accept the Treasurer’s report. Chris Redland seconded the motion. All in favor, motion
carried.
9. Deacon’s Report – Beth Christianson-Melby provided an update. Committees will be reviewed in the
future.
10. Trustees’ Report –
a. The trustees discussed lighting around the church.
11. Committee Reports –
a. World Missions- There is a need to change the missionaries supported to Willy & Ann Londji. Joy
McSparron moves to accept the recommendations of the World Missions Committee regarding
missionary support. Betty Meyer seconded the motion. All in favor, motion carried.
12. Secretary’s Report
a. Approval of minutes - April Minutes: Jason Lovas moves to accept the secretary’s report as
presented. Beth Christianson- Melby seconded. All in favor, motion carried.
13. Announcements/Upcoming events:

a.
b.
c.
d.
e.
f.
g.
h.
i.
j.
k.

May 2
May 7
May 10
May 24
May 21
May 28
June 3-4
June 3-4
June 4-14
June 18
June 15-Sept 15

Executive meeting
Auction
Council meeting
Baccalaureate
Sr. Recognition Sunday
Summer Sunday Worship Schedule
Synod Assembly
Mayville Conference Meeting
Sr. Missions Trip
Youth Lead Worship
Sabbatical

14. Adjournment: Meeting adjourned at 1:15 p.m.

Living Lutheran

“Falling and Not Afraid”
March 31, 2017

Our living and our dying are great mysteries.
Not long ago a young reporter contacted me wanting to talk about death. She had
suddenly come to the realization that she would one day die. She wanted to know what
happens to us when we die, was there life after death and what did Scripture say about
heaven? These are meta-questions.
I know how I felt when I was 28. I didn’t want to die. My whole life was ahead of me. I couldn’t accept that there
was a limit to my time on earth. And there was a bit of a fear factor. What would happen to me? What if there
was not a resurrection? Would death be painful? Did my life have meaning? I felt a little guilty about these
doubts and fears because I was already ordained—I should be steadfast in my faith and have no doubts about
my ultimate future. But I did.
Here is what I learned from my experience at that time in my life: Life is precious and beautiful and, even in its
painfulness, something to be fiercely protected. Also, doubt is not the opposite of faith but is part of faith. Doubt
and questions can lead us to clearer understanding and deeper faith.
Based on our tradition’s conviction that it is God’s gracious will to be merciful, that God intends good for all
people and all creation, that no amount of good deeds or of bad will determine God’s relationship with us, or
our eternal future—this is God’s work, God’s grace—I tried to answer the reporter’s questions.
Lutheran Christians do believe in life after this earthly one. Paul wrote: “Do you not know that all of us who
have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? Therefore we have been buried with him by
baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, so we too might
walk in newness of life. For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly be united with
him in a resurrection like his (Romans 6:3-5).
There are many passages in Scripture that speak about heaven—beautiful descriptions of reconciled humanity
singing praises to God, the end of mourning and crying and pain and death, and the beauty of the heavenly city.
And we hear God’s fulfilled promise: “See, I am making all things new” (Revelation 21:5).
Our living and our dying are great mysteries. The images of heaven we read in Scripture are the best and
inspired efforts of the finite to describe the infinite. Human language and understanding are too small. But I am
sure of this: God is love. God’s love is infinite and complete. In this life we only get a foretaste of that. When our
earthly life is done we will be enfolded in that love and loved completely by the one who knows us completely.
Paul put it this way: “For now we see in a mirror, dimly, but then we will see face to face. Now I know only in
part; then I will know fully, even as I have been fully known” (1 Corinthians 13:12).
My spiritual director told me this story. There was a woman who missed her footing in the dark and fell out of
an open hotel room window. She clung desperately to the ledge all night, only to see at sunrise that she was 6
inches from the ground the whole time.
Our lives are like that—trying to hold on no matter what, not believing that God is there ready to receive us.
I thought about that for a while and only later came to realize that I am falling and not afraid. I don’t know what
will come next in this life. I can’t definitively describe heaven. But I do know my life is in God’s hands.

A monthly message from the presiding bishop of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.
Her email address: bishop@elca.org.

WELCA
April 6, 2017, OSLC WELCA held their monthly meeting with Eleanor Holland presiding.
The meeting opened with the table prayer, coffee and short fellowship.
Together we read the WELCA Purpose Statement.
The treasurer’s report was reviewed and accepted.
Thank you correspondence was read from Oak Grove Lutheran School for the contribution, Highland Lutheran
Church for use of the dining room for their February meeting, the YWCA, Red River Children’s Advocacy
Center, the Community Violence Center for quilts received and Deb Eblen to WELCA participants for projects
and things they do.

An invitation to tour the Community Violence Center was discussed and will be arranged and scheduled in
June or July.
Josh and Morgan Mayo’s monthly letter was shared.
Business:
1) 138 quilts were completed this year with many already distributed.
2) Other Lutheran World Relief items for kits, and bath soap bars, will be organized and packed at the May
meeting and delivered to LWR main pick-up area.
3) Mayville WELCA Cluster meeting is April 22 at Finley Lutheran Church with speaker, Sue Klosterman of
Churches United. Coffee and brunch at 8:15 am and the meeting at 9:15. The offering received will be
given to Churches United and Eastern ND Synod Women.
Inkind offering of soaps and paper products encouraged.
4) The June 14 Salad Luncheon was discussed. Nancy Olson and Fara Nathan will co-chair and call for
volunteers needed for various areas.
5) The tables will be cleaned before the luncheon following the June meeting.
Pastor Julie led Bible study from John13:1-35 with a discussion of Jesus washing the disciples feet, the
washing of hands and the many tasks our hands do. Also Jesus proclamation to “love one another” and our
need to show this love to others by what we say and do.
Next WELCA meeting – May 4th
Salad Luncheon – June 14

Secretary, Elaine Evenson

NOTE:

WELCA would appreciate contributions of bath size bars of
soap for Lutheran World Relief by Monday, May 1. They can be
left in a box in the church dining room marked “Soap for LWR”.

APRIL 2017 MEMORIAL REPORT
Thank you to all who gave memorials, Tammy Nelson, Memorial Secretary
Dedicated Memorial Accounts – General Account, Welcome/Resource Center, Media Ministry (radio
broadcast), World Missions (700 Mission), Building and Grounds, Capital Improvements, Youth
Activities, National Youth Gathering/Mission Trips, Christian Education (Sunday School), OSLC Choir,
Bell Choir, OSLC Bands, Parish Nurse, WELCA - Altar, Library, Kitchen; Bible Camp Scholarships,
Landscaping Project, OSLC Endowment Fund, Blanchard Endowment Fund, Sound System Project

WELCA - In memory of Russell Flieth, given by Shirley Westphal, M/M Jack Hansen
GENERAL FUND – In memory of Russell Flieth, given by M/M Tom Klemetson, M/M Charles Hanson,
M/M Dallas Boeddeker, Peggy Gilbertson; in memory of Janice Lorch, given by M/M Dallas Boeddeker;
in memory of Harriett Letnes, given by Peggy Gilbertson, M/M Tom Klemetson, M/M Dallas Boeddeker
ALTAR CANDLE FUND – In memory of Janice Lorch, given by Mavis Johnson; in memory of Russell Flieth,
given by M/M Roger Anderson, Kenneth and Keith Henka
MEDIA FUND – In memory of Russell Flieth, given by M/M Robert Hertwig, M/M Gerald Boeddeker,
Devonne Wright, Bonnie Anderson, Sonja Diehl; in memory of Mike Olson, given by Sonja Diehl; in
memory of Janice Lorch, given by Sonja Diehl, Bonnie Anderson, M/M Robert Hertwig; in memory of
Harriett Letnes, given by Bonnie Anderson, Sonja Diehl, Devonne Wright, M/M Herman DeLeon, M/M
Gerald Boeddeker; in memory of Warren Grothmann, given by Mavis Johnson
SOUND SYSTEM – In memory of Russell Flieth, given by Blenda Gilbertson, M/M Herman DeLeon,
M/M Glenn Holland, M/M Scott Carpenter, M/M Duane Nysveen; in memory of Janice Lorch, given by
M/M Herman DeLeon, M/M Rodney Hamernik, M/M Glenn Holland; in memory of Harriett Letnes,
given by M/M Scott Carpenter, M/M Duane Nysveen, Joel Thorsrud
BLANCHARD ENDOWMENT - In memory of Warren Grothmann, given by Maxine Garrett

Global Missions
As you will see from the articles included with this letter, some things good are happening and some things
continue to be in uproar. The existence of programs dealing with trauma that has been prevalent is a good sign,
as is the dealing with the leaders of both militias. We continue to monitor conditions there and pray that more
peaceful times are in their future. I am sorry that I was not able to be at church services the Sunday that
Jakelle Cornell was here to present information about her visit to CAR. I hope that presentation was helpful to
those of you who could attend.
Keep the prayers and donations coming, as we are ending our Lenten Services and the offerings to Global
Missions. Hopefully, I can report next time on the donations. Remember to make donations as a special
offering or memorials.
In His Service,
Sylvia Hansen, Global Missions Committee

Peacebuilding partnership helps Central Africans heal after conflict
By Zack Baddorf, Catholic News Service
January 14, 2017
BANGUI, Central African Republic – Blindfolds secured tightly, more than a dozen men and women are led by their
partners around leafy plants and trees in the compound of an international charity.
The occasional stumble sends nervous laughter around the group of Christians and Muslims who have been paired up
at random for the experiment, an exercise in building trust between communities torn apart by conflict.
At the end of the session, those guiding the "blind" along cracked concrete and pebble paths spoke of having to be
patient, responsible and compassionate.
"We all have a need for each other," Nicaise Gounoumoundjou, a community worker, told the group.
For a long time, Hada Katidja Siba, one of the participants, was skeptical. Siba saw her house burned to the ground in
2013 when mainly Muslim Seleka rebels toppled the government in the majority Christian nation, sparking a backlash from
mostly Christian militias known as Anti-Balaka.
Thousands of people were killed in the ensuing ethnic cleansing and the country's de facto partition between the Muslim
northeast and Christian southwest.
For Siba, a Muslim, seeing her home disappear in flames caused her to anger "very easily" and to distrust and fear
Christians. "I would see a Christian coming toward me and I would just think: 'What is he coming to do to me? Is he
coming to kill me or to do something to me?'" she told the Thomson Reuters Foundation.
Despite successful polls in 2016 – regarded as essential to ending the violence – and a new, elected government,
reconciliation has barely been addressed in the country of 4.6 million save for grass-roots efforts like the December workshop.
Florence Ntakarutimana, a trauma healing specialist from Burundi, who led the workshop, said most Central Africans
have experienced some form of depression and shame from the crisis. Many suffer from insomnia, loss of appetite and
bad dreams. Others react to trauma with anger and aggression. Ntakarutimana said some people lose interest in activities
they previously cared about, like going to their church or mosque. "They say: 'Where was God when we were suffering?'"
She has conducted dozens of healing workshops across Central African Republic, starting each one with a song led by
a participant, followed by prayers led by a minister or imam. The Central Africans are given a chance to share stories of
witnessing killings, experiencing sexual assault or losing their family, friends and homes. Many tears are shed. "When
someone is not healed, he's not ready for social cohesion. He's not ready for reconciliation. He's not ready for livelihood
activities," Ntakarutimana said.
The Rev. Senjajbazia Nicolas Aime Simpliec, a 46-year-old Protestant, said he became "very nervous" after a close
friend was killed in 2014. "I started making bad decisions," he said. "Even though I was a pastor, I wanted to act. I was
ready for revenge." But he said the workshop has taught him that vengeance is not the solution, a lesson he plans to share
with his community and congregation. "It's about forgiving and living with what happened and going beyond it, so I can
reconcile even with those who have killed my colleague," Rev. Simpliec told the Thomson Reuters Foundation.
The workshop involves the participants sharing some characteristics they appreciate in each other, switching
seamlessly between French and the local language, Sangho. It ends with discussions on how they could uproot mistrust in
their communities. On an easel, the participants wrote that they planned to provide "sincere apologies," "love," "trust," and
"dialogue" in order to "search for common ground."
These efforts are part of the CAR Interfaith Peacebuilding Partnership, funded by the U.S. Agency for International
Development. In partnership with Catholic Relief Services, World Vision, Islamic Relief and Palo Alto University, the fiveyear project aims to promote reconciliation by supporting local religious leaders, improving opportunities to make a living
and providing psychosocial trauma healing.

"Religious actors are the bedrock of society in countries where institutions are fragile," said Andreas Hipple of Minneapolisbased GHR Foundation, which co-funded the project. "The religious leaders cannot just guide people in their faith, but also
help them deal with the challenges of life," Hipple said.
Ntakarutimana said the workshop is just the start. "They will continue to have those scars, but it's not really bleeding like
a fresh wound," she added.
After meeting and partnering with Christian victims of the conflict, Siba said she had renewed hope in the future. "Even
though the situation we have now is difficult, with God's mercy, we can rebuild our country and reconcile with each other."

A clergyman blesses the water and prays over an internally displaced
woman in 2014 at the Monastery of Boy Rabe in Bangui, CAR
Central African Republic militia leaders hit with U.S. sanctions
By Joe Bavier

April 12, 2017
The United States imposed financial sanctions on Wednesday against two militia leaders accused of collaborating on
violence intended to destabilize the Central African Republic, which is struggling to end years of division and bloodshed.
The assets of Abdoulaye Hissene and Maxime Mokom were both frozen, although it was not clear whether either holds any
property within U.S. jurisdiction. Generally, U.S. nationals are also prohibited from transactions with those under sanctions.
Hissene is a chief in the mainly Muslim Seleka rebel coalition that ousted then-President Francois Bozize in 2013. Mokom
is an leader in the Christian militias known as anti-balaka, which arose in reaction to Bozize's ouster.
Violence between the Seleka and the anti-balaka, which included waves of ethnic cleansing, has left the country deeply
divided along religious fault lines. "Today's action underscores our ongoing efforts to target those responsible for fuelling
violence and human rights abuses in the Central African Republic," said John E. Smith, the director of the U.S. Treasury
Department's Office of Foreign Assets Control.

The allegations against Hissene and Mokom, who initially hailed from rival armed factions, underline the increasingly
convoluted web of alliances between rebels and militias that continue to undermine security despite successful elections.
U.S. authorities accuse them of collaborating as part of a plot to overthrow Central African Republic's transitional
government in September 2015 and attempting to derail through violence a constitutional referendum later that year. They
were suspected of planning to disrupt the arrival of President Faustin-Archange Touadera at the airport in the capital,
Bangui, last June, raising fears of a possible coup attempt.
"From seemingly opposing sides of the conflict, Hissene and Mokom have in the past few years conspired to keep the war
going, much for their own personal benefit," said Ruben de Koning of The Sentry, which researches the financing of conflict
in Africa.
Both Hissene and Mokom have commanded fighters during a new wave of clashes that has struck the center of the country
since November. The violence, among the worst since 2015-16 elections, has stretched the capacity of a U.N. peacekeeping
mission and highlighted the chaos that still reigns in much of the former French colony.
Copyright 2017 Thomson Reuters.

NURSE’S NOTES
Summer Skin Safety – Brenda Stallman, RN, Parish Nurse
Skin cancer is the most common type of cancer in the United States. Ultraviolet (UV) radiation from the sun is
the main cause of skin cancer. UV damage can also cause wrinkles and blotches or spots on your skin. The
good news is that skin cancer can be prevented, and it can almost always be cured when it’s found and treated
early.
Take simple steps today to protect your skin:


Stay out of the sun as much as possible between 10 a.m. and 4 p.m.



Use sunscreen with SPF 15 or higher. Put on sunscreen every 2 hours and after you swim or sweat.



Cover up with long sleeves and a hat.



Check your skin regularly for changes.



The sun shining through a window can cause burning and skin damage. Keep a light weight shirt with
sleeves in your vehicle to protect your skin from damaging rays while driving.



Baseball caps do not provide protection to your ears, a common area where skin cancers develop. Hats
should have a brim for better protection to your face and ears.



Don’t forget your sunglasses. They should block 100% of both UVA and UVB rays.



Do not hesitate to see a doctor for evaluation of a change in your skin or to determine if a worrisome lesion
is cancerous. Early detection is the best protection!!!



The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention recommend that you apply sunscreen first before applying
insect repellent. Sunscreen should be reapplied every 2 hours (or more often if sweating or in the water)
while bug repellent is generally applied less often.

Sun safety tool: I have downloaded an app for smart phone users called QTemp-Stay safe in the sun.
Using this app, you can track sun exposure, access real time UV index, learn sunrise and
sunset time, receive personalized sun safety advice and reminders to reapply SPF sunscreen,
get daily and hourly forecasts for your desired location, and find out your skin type and related
precautions most appropriate for you.

Most of us don’t hesitate to complain if we receive poor service. I’m no
different. I have made a point to also recognize exceptional service. Most people do the best they
can at work while saddled with worries, ungrateful customers, family issues, or financial
burdens. Rarely are they singled out and thanked for a job well done. Recently, I was enjoying
a refreshment hour at a motel after a day of meetings. The attendant at the snack bar was so
cheerful and conversational as she went about tidying up and refilling food trays. Noting her
name tag, I quickly jotted down a note to hotel management about her sunny disposition and
helpfulness. A little compliment goes a long way!

OSLC PHOTO DIRECTORY
If you didn’t get a chance to have your picture taken during the last photo
session, please sign-up for these two days in May: Wednesday, May 10
and Thursday, May 11 from 2pm - 9pm.
We had to cancel the photo sessions on May 12 and 13th due to a conflict at church. So,
if you were already signed up for those days, you will need to find new times. Friday,
June 9 from 2pm - 9pm and Saturday, June 10 from 10am - 4:30pm have been added to
replace the cancelled days.
Sign-up now for your session by using our website (www.oslchillsboro.com) and clicking
on the Lifetouch tab. If you have any questions or need help signing up, please contact
Cindy at the church office, Betty Meyer, or Barb Hultin.
*Each family will receive a complimentary 8x10 portrait and directory for participating!
Help us make this centennial directory the best. Plan your session now!

SUNDAYS in MAY
OSLC YOUTH - MAKEAWISH - AUCTION
Sunday, May 7
Hillsboro Armory
PULLED PORK MEAL served 11:30am to 1pm at the Armory!

MOTHER’S DAY PIE SALE
Sunday, May 14 between services (9:30 a.m.)
Sunday school children will sing at the 10:30 a.m. service!

SENIOR RECOGNITION SUNDAY
Sunday, May 21
Ice Cream for Breakfast - 9:30 a.m.
Last day of Sunday school!
SUMMER SCHEDULE STARTS
Sunday, May 28 with ONE Sunday worship service at 9:30 AM.

What to look for in MAY :
May 3 & 10
May 7
May 10
May 10-11
May 14
May 21
May 24

Pizza Ranch Fargo fundraiser
OSLC Youth Auction
Council Meeting
Lifetouch Directory photos taken (2pm-9pm)
Mother’s Day / Youth Pie Sale
HS Senior Recognition Sunday
Baccalaureate service at OSLC

Gregg Webster, member of THE GIDEONS INTERNATIONAL, will be with us on Sunday,
May 14, 2017. An offering will be received to support the Bible placement ministry.
100% of the funds are used for Scripture.
The Gideons International places 2.7 Bibles/Testaments each second. They are placed
into 203 countries around the world; 101 different languages; one at a time into the hand
of a person or into a place where it will be read.
On Sunday, May 14, Gregg Webster will make himself available between the worship
services 9:45-10:15am in the Lounge to talk about a new Gideon program called “Friends”
as well as the “Life Book.” The Life Book is used by teens in peer to peer ministry.

GIFT (Growing in Faith Together) Book Group
This group is done meeting until September 2017 but would love your suggestions for books to discuss each
month starting in September. Fiction or nonfiction. ~Terry Lee (701-430-0987)
OSLC OFFERING STEWARDSHIP

2017 OFFERING RECEIVED
March 5

10:30am
$2,742.54 8:30am
10:30am
March 19

$2,435.50 8:30am
10:30am

March 26

$4,632.50 8:30am
10:30am

Dir Deposit

$4,995.00

March Total:

$18,788.04

2017 Total:

$68,487.74

OUR SAVIOR’S LUTHERAN CHURCH

ATTENDANCE
$3,982.50 8:30am

March 12

STEWARDSHIP REPORT:

WORSHIP
67
132
55

INCOME AND EXPENSES:

2017 Income received through
March 31: $72,139.20
2017 Expenses through
March 31: $99,227.73

102
63
47

Like us on Facebook!

Our Savior’s Lutheran Church

84
162

Anyone and Everyone can
receive the Steeple Talk
Newsletter via email!
Send your request to:
cindy@oslchillsboro.com
and I will get you on our
emailing list.

THANK YOU to everyone who helped put the may Steeple Talk together.
The next Steeple Talk Volunteers day will be Tuesday, may 30 at 9:00 a.m.

We are always looking for more volunteers, so please consider joining us!

Pizza Ranch Fundraiser for GKTW Mission Trip: May 3 and May 10
Youth attending the mission trip to GKTW this June will be working at the Fargo Pizza Ranch on Wednesday,
May 3rd and Wednesday, May 10th from 5:00-8:00 p.m. Pizza Ranch will donate 25% of the sales these
nights if customers mention the Our Savior's Lutheran Church Mission Trip at the
time of purchase. Money donated to the tip jar at the counter will also be given to
the youth working each of the nights. Customers must say they want the donation
given to the OSLC youth group. If it is not mentioned, our kids will not get the
money. So, please plan on eating at Pizza Ranch on one or both of the nights and
encourage any family or friends that live in the F-M area to stop in and
our
youth. Thank-you!

30th ANNUAL SYNOD ASSEMBLY
June 3-4
“On the Road Together - Traveling into the next 500 years”
Special Guests:
Eric D. Barreto is Weyerhaeuser Associate Professor of New Testament at Princeton Theological Seminary
and an ordained Baptist minister.
ELCA Glocal Mission Team will equip us for God's work in global and local realities, as well as their
"glocal" intersections. We will consider the questions "What is mission?" and "Who is the neighbor?" as well
as how they relate to the realities of this world God loves.
Rev. Rubén Durán is our ELCA Churchwide Representative. He serves as Director of New Congregations with the ELCA Domestic Mission Unit.

Bishop John Folda of the Catholic Diocese of Fargo will be preaching at our closing worship “From
Conflict to Communion: Together in Hope - a joint Lutheran-Catholic service to commemorate the 500 Anniversary of the Reformation.” This worship will be on Sunday, June 4 at 1pm. It is open to the public and will
be live streamed – more details to come.
Deadline to register is 5/20/17
All registration must be completed online at https://2017synodassembly.eventbrite.com
Payment can be made with credit card or check.
Business materials will be available for voting members on May 19 at www.eandsynod.org.
The EaND Synod’s Global Mission Committee invites you to support ministry in the Central African
Republic and around the world!

EVENING IN AFRICA
When: Saturday, June 3
6:00pm Social & Silent Auction
6:45pm Dinner with Special Music
7:30pm Live Auction with Dessert

Where: Faith + Journey Lutheran Church
650 40th AVE S
West Fargo, ND 58078

Cost: $25
Tickets online: 2017eveninginafrica.eventbrite.com
*Dine on a delicious meal and get to know more about our mission work with our companion synod,
the Central African Republic.
*Enjoy fellowship, bid on many great silent and live auction items and be educated and entertained by
an ELCA Glocal Team.

“The mission of Our Savior’s Lutheran Church
is to be a place where Christ’s love is proclaimed
as we welcome, worship, learn, and
serve together.”
Church Office: 636-5701
Hours: M-F 9:00am-12:00pm; 1:00pm-3:00pm
Pastor Joe Johnson: cell—701-430-3787;
pastorjoe@oslchillsboro.com
Pastor Julie Johnson: cell—701-799-5206
pastorjulie@oslchillsboro.com
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430-3321

Lisa Munter
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Mia Kozojed
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636-2225

Darin Oanes

President:

Deacons:

Office Manager: Cindy Doeden
Parish Nurse: Brenda Stallman
Custodian: Danny Dougherty—701-361-1206
Kitchen: 636-5705

Barb Hultin

636-4785

430-2309

Beth Christianson-Melby

636-2095

Joy McSparron

636-4814

Betty Meyer

Trustees:
John Miller

Church email address: oslcelca@rrv.net
or cindy@oslchillsboro.com
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Ryan Opdahl 218-779-2658

Church website: www.oslchillsboro.com

OSLC Worship Service broadcast live on Sunday
mornings at 8:30am on
KMAV 105.5 FM and KMSR 1520 AM
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