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“Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone
who loves is born of God and knows God. Whoever does not love does
not know God, for God is love… and those who live in love live in God,
and God lives in them.”
1 John 4:7-8;16
This summer, we will begin our sermon series, “Live Love” exploring the many ways
we experience love. Together, we will learn the many different types of love through
ancient text and language such as Agape: selfless/God love, Eros: romantic love,
Philia: Friendship, Storge: Parent/Child love. And we will also explore love through
our own experiences: Self-love, Hospitality, Love of occupation, Love of life, When
love fails, Enduring love.
In understanding how we experience love, we, siblings in Christ, may find new ways
in understanding God. As 1 John 4 says, “God is love. When we live in love, we live
in God.” When we experience love, when we show love, when we try to better
understand love, we experience God in our lives…Love is a powerful feeling; we feel
it in our bodies. When we experience love in its many powerful and wonderful and
difficult ways, we quite literally feel God at work in and through us.
God is love.
Let us walk this journey together to live in love!
Grace and peace be with you,
Nadia Robb, Assisting Minister

PASTORAL ACTS:
Marriages:
United in Marriage on May 8, 2021:
Maggie Evenson and James Grossman
Witnessed by Joelle Anderson and Jesse Grinsteiner

Baptisms:

Presley Jane Paulsrud

Walker Daryl Miller

Daughter of Derek and Taylor Paulsrud
Born: September 14, 2020
Place: Fargo, ND
Baptized: May 30, 2021
Godparents: Chris and Tatum Gilbertson

Son of Gannon and Mariah Miller
Born: March 27, 2021
Place: Fargo, ND
Baptized: May 16, 2021
Godparents: Shayla and Brady Nygaard
Colton Miller

Isla Jade Everly Przymus

Daughter of Ashley Moore and Zach Przymus
Born: December 15, 2020
Place: Fargo, ND
Baptized: May 23, 2021
Godparents: Hannah and Kyle Adam
Kelsey Moore

Deaths:

Diane Munter

Born: July 30, 1942
Place of Birth: Fargo, ND
Died: May 14, 2021
Funeral: May 19, 2021 at OSLC
Interment: Riverside Cemetery
Hillsboro, ND

SUMMER SCHEDULE:
Sundays: May 30th - September 5th
 Worship Service at 9:30 AM
 Coffee/Fellowship at 10:30 AM
*Masks are encouraged but no longer
required.

LEGO: LET GOD - 1 PETER 5:7
Vacation Bible School will be held Tuesday, June 1 through Thursday, June 3 this year from
9am-2pm for children going into 1st – 5th grades and Junior Leaders (6-7 gr.).
Please bring a (labeled) sack lunch and a drink/water bottle each day.


Pre-School children ages 3 through going into Kindergarten will have VBS on June 2 & 3 only
from 9-11am.



Thursday, June 3 at 6pm a meal of Hot Dogs and Ice Cream will be served for everyone
followed by a short VBS program at 6:30pm.

Questions: Contact Amanda Johnson @ 218-556-8895

OUR SAVIOR'S LUTHERAN CHURCH
Council Minutes
May 5, 2021 at 6:30pm
Members Present – Pastor Joe Johnson, Ryan Opdahl, Joshua Opp, Amy Foss, Beth ChristiansonMelby, Joy McSparron, Betty Meyer, Krista Longthorne, Daniel Nelson, Trevor Kittelson and
Benjamin Strand
1) Call to Order – Noting a quorum, President Ryan called the meeting to order at 6:33 pm.
2) Devotions – Romans 5:1-5
3) Confirmation of Agenda – Beth moved to accept the agenda as presented. Betty seconded. All
in favor, motion carried.
4) Old Business
a) COVID Precautions – Trevor moved to change the mask mandate to an encouragement
beginning May 30th. Daniel seconded. All in favor, motion carried. Josh moved to put the
hymnals back in the pews May 30th. Trevor seconded. All in favor, motion carried. Beth
moved to lift the food restrictions and allow meals in the church. Daniel seconded. All in favor,
motion carried.
5) New Business – none
6) Pastor Joe’s Report – We concluded our Christian Education school year with a strong finish
with Sunday School, confirmation and youth group. I have been busy with visitations for end of
life care, crisis care, and I have started home visitations when parishioners are comfortable with
it. I presented at the Mayville Conference Pastor’s meeting on rural poverty and church economics. I continue to chair the Eastern North Dakota Synod Candidacy Committee. I have been
active in the community by volunteer coaching, emceeing prom, chaperoning prom, participating
in the Great Plains Food Bank food drop, and writing for the newspaper. I have eleven weddings
scheduled and I have been busy with pre-marriage counseling meetings. Vacation Bible School
is scheduled for June 1-3. The Sr. High Summer Youth Trip is schedule for July 20-25. Synod
Assembly is scheduled for August 14-15. I am planning on taking vacation days May 17-20, May
24-26, and June 14-17. Amanda and I will be in Duluth May 27-29 for the Sr. High trip planning
and training. I am exploring an opportunity to visit the Holy Land in January, 2022 for continuing
education through Wartburg seminary. Amanda and I would travel together and Amanda would
get seminary credit for the class.

7) Treasurer’s Report – Report was presented and reviewed. It was reported that income
exceeded expenses by $24,200 for the month of April 2021. Year to date income exceeded
expenses by $45,800. The balance of the Media Fund dedicated account is $8,507. Beth moved
to accept the treasurer’s report as presented. Josh seconded. All in favor, motion carried.
8) Deacons’ Report – Beth reported that we have a good supply of communion kits and Joy will
set up for communion for the summer.
9) Trustees’ Report – It was reported that the timer for the lights has been fixed. The front door
opener needs to be repaired. An electrician will be contacted to come in to check these items.
10) Committee Reports – none

11) Secretary’s Report – Beth made a motion to approve the April 11, 2021 minutes as presented.
Joy seconded. All in favor, motion carried. The minutes from today’s meeting will be approved at
the next meeting.
Next meeting – June 6, 2021 @ 10:30 am in the chapel
Adjournment – Meeting adjourned at 7:52 pm

Thank you to Our Savior's Light Praise Band for 25 years, and counting, of faithful
music ministry to Our Savior's Lutheran Church! (Pictured below L to R: Vicki
Dahlstrom, Phyllis Leraas, Linda Hawn, Keith Meyer, Judy Erdmann, Ruth Olson,
and Sarah Lovas)
Thank you to Karen Alfson for 45 years, and counting, of faithful music ministry at
Our Savior's Lutheran Church as our organist!
You make a difference in the lives of so many!

Living Lutheran

Music is Personal and Universal
MAY 7, 2021

I had a friend in high school who said, “Wouldn’t it be great if our lives had a soundtrack and we could hear it?” That way we would always know what was coming at
us. Suspenseful music, ominous music, joyful music, sorrowful music, heroic
music—all would alert us to what is just around the corner and would accompany
us on our way. There is something intriguing about the idea. And it could work if
your soundtrack were the only one and everyone and everything else were just the
supporting cast in your musical.
But God didn’t create us that way. We aren’t solitary lives played out on an isolated
stage. God created us by love and for love. We were meant to be together. The
Trinity is relationship and God welcomes us into that holy company.

From the Presiding
Bishop Eaton

Like God’s love, music is at the same time deeply personal, sounding deep within an individual’s soul,
and universal, ringing out to an entire community. Like God’s love, music sings to us in all of our
marvelous diversity. Just as the beauty of creation is apparent not in monochrome but in Technicolor,
so also must music be polyphonic. This is why we have a variety of worship resources that include a
variety of musical styles from many cultures and in many languages.
One of the great harms done by Western missionaries was to equate proper, acceptable and Godpleasing worship with Western music, dress and even instrumentation. The problem wasn’t the
introduction of their music. The problem was the replacement of Indigenous expression with Western
music and the labeling of Indigenous music, language, dance and dress as pagan and worse.
One of my greatest honors in this call was being asked to preach on Easter Sunday at a Lutheran
church in Yunnan Province, China. The Chinese characters that convey “Lutheran” actually mean
“Justification Church.” On that Easter morning, high up in the mountains, we sang our praise and
thanks to God for the victory of the Resurrection. These were Lisu people. They are an ethnic minority
pushed out of the fertile valleys by the Han people.
Then the missionaries came. As the Justification Church, we believe and teach that the gospel is the
message of redemption, reconciliation and liberation for all people. Instead, the Western missionaries
took away the Lisu people’s music and culture. An elder of the community explained to us that this
service would be the first time in a century that the Lisu people worshiped God with their own music,
their own instruments, with their own dance, in their own traditional clothing.
I didn’t understand the language (sermons could take three times as long—I preached in English,
which a second person translated into Mandarin and then a third person translated into Lisu) and the
music didn’t resonate with me at first, but I recognized the song. It was the song of Resurrection. The
style was unique to the Lisu people, but the music was universal.

Martin Luther, a musician and hymn writer, wanted his people to hear the universal message of the
gospel in their own language. We Lutherans take a great deal of pride in Luther’s translation of the
Bible into the vernacular. How is it that we are not so ready to hear the gospel in the musical vernacular
of the thousand tongues that sing our great Redeemer’s praise? Music, in all its many forms, sings for
us even when we can’t find the words. I like to think that, when the Spirit intercedes for us with sighs
too deep for words, the Spirit is singing and, in that distant melody, just beyond our comprehension,
our longing and God’s love meet.
My life flows on in endless song; above earth’s lamentation, I catch the sweet, though
far-off hymn that hails a new creation.
No storm can shake my inmost calm while to that Rock I’m clinging. Since Christ is Lord
of heaven and earth, how can I keep from singing? (ELW, 763)

MAY 2021 MEMORIAL REPORT
Thank You to all who gave memorials—Tammy Nelson, Memorial Secretary

Dedicated Memorial Accounts: General Account, Media Ministry (radio broadcast, etc.), Global
Missions, Building and Grounds, Capital Improvements, Youth Activities, National Youth Gathering/
Mission Trips, Christian Education (Sunday School, etc.), OSLC Choir, OSLC Bell Choir, OSLC
Bands, Parish Nurse, WELCA / WELCA: Altar, Library or Kitchen, Scholarships (Bible Camps, etc.),
OSLC Endowment Fund, Blanchard Endowment Fund

GENERAL FUND - In memory of Ben Miller, given by Dorothy Feiring; in memory Winnie
Kopanger, given by M/M Dallas Boeddeker; in memory of Diane Munter, given by Kari Jo Hanson,
M/M Dallas Boeddeker
YOUTH MISSION TRIPS – In memory of Diane Munter, given by M/M Les Hurt
OSLC CHOIRS - In memory of Diane Munter, given by M/M Keith Anderson
MEDIA FUND – In memory of Diane Munter, given by Duane Haugerud, Bonnie Anderson,
Phyllis Solberg, Marlene Oie, M/M Glenn Holland, M/M Lynn Foss, Arlene Eisenbeis, Joel
Thorsrud, M/M Ray Foss
The May 16, 2021 RADIO BROADCAST was given in loving memory of the Jens & Marte
Grondahl, and the John & Josephine Lee families. Their strong faith in our Savior, along with their
pioneering spirit and work ethic, built a strong foundation for their descendants.

WELCA:




Circle #1 has Meal Delivery in June: June 21-25
Circle #2 has Meal Delivery in July: July 26-30
No WELCA meetings until further notice.

WELCA Quilters
As we are disbursing quilts made last winter, we do receive thank you notes from
recipients. I would like to share with you one from Dakota Boys and Girls Ranch:
“Dear Quilting Ladies, Thank You for the beautiful quilts that will wrap our kids in love made by your hands through your love for Christ. Know that each one will be used and
loved by an amazing child. God Bless each one of you.” THANK YOU to all who
participated: those who put quilts together, those who sewed tops at home, those who
contributed to the project fund, those who contributed material to use in quilting. It takes
all of you to make this project happen. Let’s prepare for next year!
W.O.W. Bible Study
This past year the Women of the Word (W.O.W.) Bible Study embarked on a special mission project.
Each of Our Savior’s children in grades K-9th was brought before God’s throne in prayer by
members of W.O.W. for God’s presence and guidance. While this project will recess for the
summer, please know that God holds each of these children in his hand every moment, just as the
ladies hold the names of the children in their hearts. ~Senora

I had been unable to find much news of CAR until today, May 21st.
There is a Synod Global Mission meeting scheduled for tomorrow,
May 22nd and I hope to get more news and direction then. The news
is not good from the info on All Africa News sources. A Missionary
was wounded and his passenger killed when their vehicle hit a mine
near the mission headquarters. Child labor is a growing concern, as
families are left without jobs and children are not in school, but working
to support themselves or their families. Russian interests are becoming
more of a concern. I am enclosing an article regarding this concern.
Keep the people of CAR in your prayers and show your concern by donating to our congregation’s
Global Mission Fund.
In His Service,
Sylvia Hansen
Global Mission Committee
Central African Republic:
Russian Mercenaries Accused of Rights Violations in Central African Republic
ANALYSIS By Antonio Cascais
allAfrica.com; 14 April 2021

In Central African Republic, the government relies heavily on Russian mercenaries and weaponry to fight
rebels. UN experts are now accusing the Russians of gross human rights violations. Security in the Central
African Republic (CAR) comes at a heavy price. The government is still fighting different militia groups in many
parts of the country, and attacks on civilians have become routine. As a result, hundreds of thousands have
been displaced. Yet, around 12,000 UN blue helmet soldiers are supposed to stabilize the country and support
the regular security forces, but the situation remains fragile. It is no longer a secret that the government in the
capital Bangui has solicited the services of Russian mercenaries to maintain security, albeit criticism. However,
most recently, UN experts reported on "serious human rights violations" allegedly committed by Russian
security companies, including mass shootings, arbitrary arrests, torture, and attacks on civilian facilities.
Russia's low profile
When DW asked the Russian foreign ministry about the allegations, the latter replied in a statement but
evasively. "Military specialists from Russia are sent to the country as per the UN Security Council guidelines."
"Russian aid is being provided in line with the international community's general efforts to strengthen the
Central African Republic's security structures," the response to DW further said. Moscow officially gives the
number of Russian military experts in CAR at 535. But according to press reports, the actual number is much
higher. The Wagner Group alone, a private security company from Russia, employs over 1,000 people in CAR.
There are also other companies such as Sewa Security Services. They guard airports, ministries and are part
of President Touadera's security detail.
Security as a business
Russia's foreign ministry further said that it had "no information on the total number of Russian citizens
currently in the CAR." Russian citizens who "temporarily stay in the Central African Republic for business or
tourist purposes" are not obliged to report to the Russian consulate. In an interview with DW, Paul Stronski of
the Carnegie Foundation for International peace said, "It is well known that the security companies are
connected to the underworld and organized crime. They regard their use as a lucrative business, and their
services are partly paid for with shares in gold and diamond mines." "For Russia, the Central African Republic
is part of its long-term strategy to expand its influence on the African continent. At the same time, the use of
private mercenaries is seen as an inexpensive way of demonstrating Russia's global clout," Stronski added.
Meanwhile, the elites in CAR are increasingly dependent on the Russian security companies. This partnership
is not only about politics, but above all, also about economic interests. "CAR is not only rich in raw materials
such as gold and diamonds, but it is also very interesting from a geostrategic point of view."
CAR-Russia friendship
CAR's cooperation with Russia goes back to the 1960s and 1970s when Russia was still a federation. It was
renewed in October 2017 when Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov met with President Touadera in Sochi,
Russia. Two months later, Russia received an exemption from the UN, despite an existing arms embargo, to

deliver weapons to the CAR. The weapons included Kalashnikov rifles, pistols, rocket launchers, and surfaceto-air missiles. In May 2018, Touadera traveled to Russia again and met with Putin. During their meeting, the
two leaders quickly agreed on granting mining licenses to Russian companies in exchange for pacifying
regions with gold, diamonds, and uranium deposits. In July 2018, Putin sent the first Russian military advisers
and mercenaries from the Wagner company to Bangui to secure the activities of Russian companies, train
Central African soldiers and protect top government officials.
President Putin's 'ace card'
Russia was never a colonial power in Africa, which gives it a comparative advantage to achieve its goals on
the continent. In the case of CAR, "Putin is a reliable partner. He protects the politicians in power and is clearly
against the opposition. His position pleases those in power," Nina Bachkatov, a Russia expert and author of
the blog "Inside Russia and Eurasia", told DW. Russia is also positioning itself as an opponent of France,
according to Paul Stronski. Again, the card of "anti-imperialist Russia" is often played, unlike the former colonial
power France. The core message: Russia -- unlike France -- has the necessary clout and credibility to solve
CAR problems. Step by step, Putin's Russia is preparing to challenge the former colonial power France for
political and economic supremacy in CAR.
Russian diplomatic scandal
To achieve this goal, Russian government officials do not seem to shy away from unusual rhetoric. A few days
before the UN expert group's report was published, the Russian ambassador in Bangui, Vladimir Titorenko,
publicly threatened the rebel leader Francois Bozize with death. He said, "the former president should
renounce the armed struggle; otherwise, he would be neutralized by the armed forces." Serge Simon Bozanga,
a spokesman for the rebel group CPC, lamented the excessive interference by a foreign diplomat in the
internal affairs of CAR. And the President of the Central African League for Human Rights, Joseph Bindoumi,
told DW that "the Russian ambassador has clearly exceeded his competencies as a foreign diplomat."
Mikhail Bushuev and Eric Topona contributed to this report.

What to look for in June:
June
June
June
June

1-3
6
8
20

VBS
Council Meeting
Women’s Bible Study @ 6:30pm
Worship in Woodland Park @ 11:00am

*The Kiwanis Communion Services will resume on the first Thursday
of the month at 10:00am and 10:30am, starting June 3rd.

What to look for in July:
July 13
July 20-25

Women’s Bible Study @ 6:30pm
Sr. High Youth Trip - North Shore Duluth

INFORMATION
Hillsboro Kiwanis Food Pantry Wish List:
spices, salt & pepper, cooking oil, mustard, Spaghettios, Ramen Noodles, canned pears, Coffee,
Tea, Shampoo, Laundry Soap, Dish Soap. Place your items in the wood crate located inside and
to the west of the front door at OSLC. Thanks so much for your ongoing support.
Reminder: the food pantry is open from 4-6pm at the Hillsboro Armory on the 1st and 3rd
Mondays of each month - use the north door.
Call Dan at 430-1595 for questions or emergency needs.
The Eastern ND Synod office is relocating!
New Address as of May 4th:
Eastern North Dakota Synod
1555 43rd St S, Ste 100
Fargo, ND 58104
Our Mailing address remains the same:
PO Box 2019
Fargo, ND 58107
Our phone number will also remain the
same: 701-232-3381

SOCIAL MEDIA: Watch OSLC worship services and
GET UPDATES on:
 Facebook at oslchillsboro
 Twitter @ OSLCHillsboro
 Instagram @ oslchillsboro
YouTube at Our Savior’s Lutheran Church Hillsboro ND
HTC CHANNEL 34 and our website: oslchillsboro.com
To give to OSLC electronically:

OSLC OFFERING STEWARDSHIP
2021 OFFERING RECEIVED



Visit oslchillsboro.com and click on
Donate Now



Scan this code to go to the OSLC online
donation page



Give by Text: Text dollar
amount to (701) 936-7018



Use the Give+ Church App

WORSHIP
ATTENDANCE

April 4

$10,331.00

7:30am
9:30am
11:00am

72
138
96

April 11

$3,008.00

8:30am
10:30am

45
80

INCOME AND EXPENSES:

April 18

$7,093.00

8:30am
10:30am

54
62

2021 Income received through
April 30: $184,544.26

April 25

$5,596.54

8:30am
10:30am

54
60

Apr. Direct Deposit

$9,413.84

STEWARDSHIP REPORT:
OUR SAVIOR’S LUTHERAN CHURCH

2021 Expenses through
April 30: $138,690.15
Income Less Expenses: $45,854.11

April Total:

$35,442.38

2021 Total

$132,771.13

Church Office Manager: Cindy Doeden

2021 COUNCIL MEMBERS

Josh Opp 701-471-7578

Vice-President:

Ryan Opdahl 218-779-2658

President:

436-6139

Betty Meyer

238-6624

Krista Longthorne

Deacons:

371-1272

Jason Lovas

Treasurer:

Hours: M-F 9am-3pm

430-0055

Amy Foss

Secretary:

Church Office: 701-636-5701
Church Office email address: oslcelca@rrv.net
or cindy@oslchillsboro.com
Pastor Joe Johnson: cell—701-430-3787;

Joy McSparron

pastorjoe@oslchillsboro.com
Education Minister: Amanda Johnson—218-556-8895
Assisting Minister: Nadia Robb—701-412-1242

Beth Christianson-Melby

361-9990
430-2309

Trustees:

OSLC Kitchen: 701-636-5705

Benjamin Strand 701-371-1493

OSLC Website: www.oslchillsboro.com
Facebook: oslchillsboro
Twitter: OSLCHillsboro; Instagram: oslchillsboro

799-9340

Mark Merck

866-3309

Cindy Dullum
Trevor Kittelson

YouTube: Our Savior’s Lutheran Church Hillsboro ND

Daniel Nelson

Broadcast live on Sunday mornings on KMSR 1520 AM at
9:30am and HTC Channel 34 at 9:30am.

741-5177
799-5079

JUNE AND JULY
2021
Address Service Requested
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church
204 Caledonia Ave East
Hillsboro, ND 58045

