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Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good and his love endures forever (Psalm 106:1).
As we shift gears from October to November, it suddenly becomes more apparent that
Thanksgiving is already rolling around the corner! As the days are getting shorter and the
weather is getting colder, we reflect on the troubles and triumphs in the past months of this
particularly difficult year. And, in the spirit of Thanksgiving, we ask ourselves “What am I grateful
for?” “Where have I seen the grace and love of God this year?”
There is an activity we teach our youth here at Our Savior’s where we ask them to share their
Highs, Lows, and God Sightings from their day. This practice allows them to express the best
part of their day, the part that they’re most grateful for, as well as the worst part of their day, the
part that maybe they want to ask God about. Finally, they share a part of their day where they
saw God at work around them; hence the name: Highs, Lows, and God Sightings. We often hear
some of the most profound and wise ruminations from our youth in these times. Something that is
often noticed is that many times our lows and our God Sightings are connected somehow.
So, sometimes when we want to raise up gratitude to God, it’s really easy to only think about the
best moments, times of joy and celebration. However, there is still a lot of room to lift up gratitude
to God in our lowest points, because this is the time we often see God at work. This is the time
where God walks closest with us. Many times in scripture, we hear about God as Living Water.
If you knew the gift of God and who it is that asks you for a drink, you would have asked
him and he would have given you living water (John 4:10).
When we think about water, it will always flow to the lowest point. Like water, Jesus will find us at
our lowest points and fill us with grace and understanding. For this we can be grateful.
So, with Thanksgiving quickly approaching, we have lots to be grateful for, both for the highs
we experienced this year and the God Sightings we’ve found in the midst of the lows we
experienced. If you have felt overwhelmed by the trials of the past year, please let us know here
at your church home. Let’s keep asking ourselves; What can we lift up in gratitude? Where have
we seen the grace and love of God this year?
Grace and peace,
Nadia Robb

PASTORAL ACTS:
Baptisms:

Deaths:

Grayson Ray Nelson

Iona Anderson

Son of Dontray Nelson and Graciella Guzman
Born: July 21, 2020
Place: Fargo, ND
Baptized: September 19, 2020 by Chaplain Corein Turbak
Godparents: Lauren Allsten and Zach Nelson

NOVEMBER 1ST is ALL SAINTS SUNDAY
“I am the resurrection and the life.
All who believe in me will, even though they die;
whoever lives and believes in me will never die.”
John 11:25

Born: October 12, 1930
Place of Birth: Rural Traill County
Died: October 5, 2020
Graveside Funeral: October 24, 2020
Interment: Riverside Cemetery
Hillsboro, ND

Barry Galen Jeffers
Born: August 9, 1950
Died: October 19, 2020
Funeral: October 30, 2020
Interment: Riverside Cemetery
Hillsboro, ND

Sunday, November 1st in the Church Year is All Saints Sunday, a time to look back
and remember those who have gone before us and now live in the full presence of
God. It is a specific time for the whole church to remember the loved ones who were
part of your family. Listed below are the names of those who over the past year have
had memorial/burial services through (or are somehow connected to) Our Savior’s
Lutheran Church.
Jody Hams, Sandra M. Johnson, Truman Swendseid, Andrew Thompson,
Gene Kjos, Roger Mergenthal, Verana Rohman, Duane Sorum, Hazel Bird,
Joan Svaleson, Kasie Berg, Dorothy Overmoen, Marcella Kamesch, Iona Anderson,
Karen Haugerud, Timothy Miller, Barry Jeffers.

OSLC ENDOWMENT FUND:

Our Savior’s Lutheran Church has the following dollars available to
be distributed in 2020: OSLC - $1,100; OSLC (Blanchard) - $625.
The following are the areas available to receive funds from OSLC:
1. Priority Needs: to support extraordinary programs, capital improvements or other ministry
initiatives at OSLC.
2. Education: to support outreach in to the community and synod, including-but not limited to-grants to
ELCA seminaries, colleges or students attending such schools, social service agencies,
institutions and agencies to which this congregation relates, and to special programs
designed for those persons in our parish area who are in spiritual and/or economic need.
3. Outreach Mission: to support one of the above designated areas in proportion as determined by
the Fund, or for causes and programs, which at the discretion of the Fund are
consistent with the fund purpose of enhancing the mission outreach of OSLC.
4. Missions: to support the missions of the ELCA in the continent and worldwide, including -but not
limited to-grants to the ELCA for congregational development in North America, professional
leadership, educational ministries, global mission, ecumenism, evangelism, social ministries,
and capital financing.
The following are the areas available to receive funds from OSLC (Blanchard):
1. This is a restricted gift fund to support outreach in Traill County including grants or scholarships to students
attending area colleges or ELCA seminaries, social service agencies and institutions and to special programs
designed for those persons who are in spiritual or economic need.

Please have your requests into the church office prior to December 1, 2020.

OUR SAVIOR'S LUTHERAN CHURCH
Council Minutes
October 4, 2020 at 11:45 am
Members Present - Pastor Joe Johnson, Ryan Opdahl, Joshua Opp, Amy Foss, Beth
Christianson-Melby, Joy McSparron, Betty Meyer and Barb Hultin
1) Call to Order – Noting a quorum, President Ryan called the meeting to order at 11:45 am
2) Devotions – I Corinthians 13:4-8
3) Confirmation of Agenda – Beth moved to accept the agenda as amended. Betty seconded.
All in favor, motion carried.

4) Old Business
a. Custodial Contract Update – The high school student that was hired to clean and disinfect
the church is working out well. Discussed an additional application for the custodial
position. This applicant would be willing to do lawn care but not interested in snow
removal at this time. Options to address this were discussed. A motion was made by
executive committee to offer a contract to Walt Mooney for 15 hours per week at $17 per
hour. All in favor, motion carried. Beth made a motion to move forward on the purchase of
a John Deere 1020 with a cab and snow blower from Valley Plains Equipment. Barb
seconded. All in favor, motion carried.
b. COVID Precautions – Discussed how precautions are working. Decided to continue with
the plans that we have in place.

5) Pastor Joe’s Report – Fall programs are off to a good start. Welcome back Sunday was
exciting with the start of worshiping in-person and in the building. We had 75 people at the early
service and 125 people at the later service. COVID precautions included “no-contact” bulletin
distribution, “no-contact” prepackaged communion distribution, no hymnals, masks, physical
distancing, plexi-glass guards for singers and speakers, disinfection wipes and hand sanitizers.
Attendance has been lower the past two weeks averaging about 100 people per week. We have
started the Sunday School year with the same precautions meeting once a month in person and
providing online lessons other weeks. Our in-person attendance was 60 kids ages 3 through 6th
grade. The online Sunday School lesson received 597 views (254 age 3-3rd grade, 343 grades
4-6th). Confirmation and youth group are also off to a good start. Confirmation and youth group
meet every Wednesday and has been well attended. We distributed bibles to the kindergarteners on Sunday, September 27th. First communion classes were rescheduled from last spring
for our 6th graders and they received their first communion on Sunday, October 4 th. We will
distribute bibles to the 7th graders on Sunday, October 11th. Third graders will receive their
bibles on Sunday, October 18th. Our staff members continue to do great work. Joy continues to
do numerous visits and participates in many aspects of leadership. Amanda has been leading
worship, liturgy, singing and cantoring at Sunday worship. She also has recruited and equipped
all Sunday School teachers and programs. Nadia continues to lead worship and has planned
and scheduled an overnight Sr. High youth retreat October 10-11th. Our Sr. High youth participated in See You at the Pole again this year. We didn’t physically gather at the flag pole but we
prayed for the school, administration, teachers, staff, coaches, and students. In the past month I
officiated one funeral and one wedding.
6) Treasurer’s Report – Treasurer was not available. Report will be reviewed at a later date.

7) Deacons’ Report – Beth thanked the deacons for setting up bulletins and communion elements
for the church service. It was reported that the new prepackaged communion elements that were
purchased worked much better.
8) Trustees’ Report – Joy reported that the doors to the chapel are causing damage on the stucco
on the walls. The door stops will need to be replaced and the wall needs to be repaired.
9) Committee Reports
a. Personnel – The new staffing model was discussed. Everything is going well and
everyone is settling into their new roles.
10) Secretary’s Report – Josh made a motion to approve the September 9, 2020 minutes. Joy
seconded. All in favor, motion carried. The minutes from today’s meeting will be emailed to be
reviewed and approved at a later date.
Announcements/Upcoming events:
 WELCA Meeting – October 8, 2020 10:00 am
 Sr High Fall Retreat – October 10-11, 2020
th
 7 Grade Bible Presentations – October 11, 2020 10:30 am
rd
 3 Grade Bible Presentations – October 18, 2020 10:30 am
 Confirmation – October 25, 2020 10:30 am
Next meeting – November 15, 2020 11:45 am in church basement
Adjournment – Meeting adjourned at 12:35 pm

Where words fail, music speaks.
Hans Christian Andersen

OSLC Senior Choir will not meet and share in the joy of music for the rest
of 2020. Once it is safe to gather together again and sing, a notice will
go out letting interested singers know about a meeting day and time.
The Hillsboro Community Christmas Concert is also cancelled for this year.
May everyone have a safe and blessed Christmas!
OSLC Bell Choir finally has a name! Going forward we will be known as the
Gosbells. The Gosbells will continue to practice Monday evenings in the
Sanctuary 7:30 – 8:30 p.m.
Be of good courage, and He shall strengthen your heart,
all you who hope in the Lord.

Psalm 31:24

Set Free

Living Lutheran

October 2, 2020
A colleague of mine once pointed out that Martin Luther wrote far more about
freedom than he did about reform or reformation. Liberation in Christ through faith
was the freedom that transformed Luther. This freedom is what he wrote about
most frequently and most passionately. In The Freedom of a Christian, Luther
makes the case that liberation in Christ is both a freedom from and a freedom for.
Freedom from is liberation from all spiritual bondage. We are set free from being
trapped in ourselves, consumed by ourselves, from the belief and terror that we
can and must save ourselves. That our self is the center of the universe. Life in
Christ is not an inward-dwelling experience. We are free to get over ourselves.

From the Presiding
Bishop Eaton

Freedom from is liberation from the law’s accusation and judgment. We are liberated from terror
and despair, which are soul crushing. We are liberated from the incessant and impossible task of
measuring up.
Freedom from liberates us from estrangement from God and God’s creation. Caught in sin and standing before a God who demands righteousness when we believe that we are either responsible for or
capable of affecting our own salvation, breeds resentment toward God and the objectification of others.
Luther says it simply in his Small Catechism: Jesus Christ “is my Lord … he has redeemed me …
purchased and freed me from all sins, from death, and from the power of the devil.”
Freedom for means that in Christ we are set free to love and serve others. Freedom is a relationship,
not a new set of activities or the demand of a new law. Many activists and pietists move immediately
to a set of activities to define freedom, but Luther stayed with relationships. In Christ the faithful are
new creatures who are opened into newly reconciled and liberated relationships with God, with other
creatures and even with oneself.
Luther put it this way: “Faith, however, is a divine work in us which changes us and makes us to be
born anew of God. It kills the old Adam and makes us altogether different people, in heart and spirit
and mind and powers; and it brings with it the Holy Spirit. O, it is a living, busy, active thing, this faith.
It is impossible for it not to be doing good works incessantly. … And this is the work which the Holy
Spirit performs in faith. Because of it, without compulsion, a person is ready to do good to everyone,
to serve everyone, to suffer everything, out of love and praise to God who has shown them this grace”
(Luther’s Works, 35:370-1).
I believe that Luther turned the argument that freedom is the problem and that our free will is what got
us expelled from the garden and into this world of hurt on its head. The argument goes that we have
been given free will, we misuse or abuse that gift, and in this freedom we make poor choices. Our only
hope is that we give up or renounce this freedom and submit ourselves to the rule of God. Only when
we are captive to God’s will, will we find redemption.
This argument assumes that we are free and that we can will ourselves into cooperating with God’s
saving work. Once again it becomes about us and about what we must do in order to be saved. Luther
makes the shift that we start out captive to sin and, through the death and resurrection of Jesus, we
are set free.
The problem isn’t too much freedom, it’s that we are not free. When we confess that “we are captive to
sin and cannot free ourselves” (Evangelical Lutheran Worship, page 95), it should be with a sense of
relief!
Reformation scholar Timothy Wengert posed the question, “What am I going to do now that I don’t
have to do anything?” Serve God and neighbor in beautiful freedom.

I finally found some information about work in Central African
Republic. Global Health Ministries is instrumental in operation
of health services in numerous poverty stricken countries. I am
Reprinting an article from their website, telling of their work in
CAR. As we have had no coffee hours for months, the income for
Global Missions has had no income. Consider
donations to Global Missions along with your
regular donations. Just indicate that your donation is for Global Missions. It
will soon be time to do year end donations, if we have the money
available. Keep the people of CAR in your prayers and hearts.
In His Service,
Sylvia Hansen
Global Missions Committee

Global Health Ministries:
“GHM in the CAR”

For generations, people have had little access to healthcare in the Central African Republic (CAR).
Maternal and infant mortality rates are among the very highest in the world. At the beginning of 2020,
the Central African Republic’s Ministry of Health declared a nationwide measles epidemic. Measles
is a preventable disease with a two-dose vaccination schedule. Over the last five years, according to
the World Health Organization, fewer than 60% of babies in the CAR received their first dose of the
vaccine, and almost none received the second dose.
Malnutrition, all too common in the CAR, weakens immune
systems, making it easier for infectious disease like measles to spread, and worsening its toll. Vaccination programs
have been further disrupted by the global pandemic.

For most villagers, help has been available only at great
distances. At the urging of the President of the Lutheran
Church of the CAR, GHM partnered with Lutheran Partners
in Global Ministry to build Emmanuel Health Center, and
bring healthcare to a region that had no other health
services. Since the opening of this center in 2010, critical
health care services, including immunizations and assisted
deliveries, have been accessible to villages across the
Gallo region. Funding to help sustain Emmanuel Health
Center and three other health projects are a basic need, to
continue serving a hurting people in this troubled region.

WELCA:
Our Savior’s WELCA met Thursday, October 8, 2020 with Marlene Oie presiding.
Pastor Joe led the Bible Study on Exodus 32:1-14. We were reminded how important tangible
objects are to remind us of our connection to God. The sacraments are connection to God. We
are reminded that God is active in the world but we don’t recognize it is God.
The Business meeting was opened with the WELCA Purpose Statement. Thank you’s were read.
The Treasurer’s report was reviewed and approved.
OLD BUSINESS:
1) Reported that 114 quilts, 50 school bags, 6 layettes and 9 sewing kits have been made.
NEW BUSINESS:
1) The budget was reviewed and amended for 2021. A motion was made and approved for
the changes.
2) After some discussion about beginning quilting, it was decided that everyone will need
to watch the bulletin for a date.
3) Jackie Lovas made a motion, that was approved, to have the executive board decide
the next meeting, which will not be until January or later. Watch for notice in the bulletins
and newsletter.
4) Because we collect Thank Offering in November, it was decided to put a notice in the
bulletins and newsletter. These offerings can be sent to the treasurer or church office.
Meeting was closed with the Lord’s Prayer.


Circle #2 has Meal Delivery in November - November 23-27 (No delivery Nov. 26).



WELCA will be collecting the November THANK OFFERING. The offering can be mailed
to the Church Office at OSLC, 204 E Caledonia Ave, Hillsboro, or to the WELCA Treasurer,
Eleanor Holland, 215 4th Ave SE, Hillsboro, ND 58045.

SAMARITAN’S PURSE OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD
https://www.samaritanspurse.org/what-we-do/operation-christmas-child/
It is time to pack shoeboxes full of special gifts that will bring joy to children in
need around the world. More than that, each of these simple gifts is an opportunity to share the Gospel with a precious child. This year, the coronavirus pandemic has left children
around the world hurting and scared. We need your help packing OCC shoebox gifts now more
than ever. Shoeboxes and instruction pamphlets are available at Our Savior’s Church.
1. DECIDE WHETHER YOUR GIFT WILL BE FOR A BOY OR A GIRL, AND THE AGE
CATEGORY
2. FILL A SHOEBOX WITH GIFTS: Select a quality medium to large “wow” item that will delight a
child - such as a deflated soccer ball with pump, stuffed animal, doll, small musical instrument,
toy truck or boat, backpack, or outfit. Then add other quality items - like smaller toys (toy cars,
yo-yo, small Frisbee, kite), hygiene items (toothbrush, washcloth, comb, water bottle),
accessories (socks, hat, sunglasses, hair bows), and school supplies.
DO NOT include: candy, toothpaste, gum, liquids, aerosol cans, breakables, or war -related
items.
All filled shoeboxes need to be brought back to OSLC no later than
Tuesday, November 17th. A $9 shipping donation is encouraged for each box.

OCTOBER 2020 MEMORIAL REPORT
Thank You to all who gave memorials—Tammy Nelson, Memorial Secretary
Dedicated Memorial Accounts – General Account, Media Ministry (radio broadcast, etc.), Global
Missions, Building and Grounds, Capital Improvements, Youth Activities, National Youth
Gathering/Mission Trips, Christian Education (Sunday School, etc.), OSLC Choir, OSLC Bell Choir,
OSLC Bands, Parish Nurse, WELCA: Altar, Library, Kitchen; Scholarships (Bible Camps, etc.),
Landscaping Project, Sound System, OSLC Endowment Fund, Blanchard Endowment Fund

LIBRARY FUND – In memory of Gwen Morgan, given by Lorna Nysveen
GENERAL FUND – In memory of Karen Haugerud, given by M/M Ray Foss, M/M Dallas
Boeddeker; in memory of Marion Martin, given by M/M Gerald Boeddeker; in memory of David
Mata, given by M/M Dallas Boeddeker
MEDIA FUND – In memory of Karen Haugerud, given by M/M Bob Hertwig, Mavis Johnson,
M/M James Knecht, Eunice Morlock, M/M Roger Anderson, M/M Gerald Boeddeker; in memory
of David Hausmann, Doug Grove, Marjorie Johnson and Iona Anderson, given by M/M Gerald
Boeddeker; in memory or Marcella Kamesch, given by Eunice Morlock, M/M Roger Anderson;
in memory of Kenneth Anton, Janice Buck, Peter Overby, Dale Flaagan, Dorothy Overmoen,
LuVerne Hansen, Sheila Williams, Freida Weiland, Duane Landen and Margaret Smart Ysteboe,
given by Eunice Morlock; in memory of Roger Mergenthal, Buddy Sorum, Ardith Magnuson, Hazel
Bird, Verna Volden and Joan Svaleson, given by M/M Roger Anderson; in honor of Ed and Marlis
Olsen’s 70th Wedding Anniversary, given by M/M Tom Eblen and M/M Ron Gadberry

W.O.W. (Women of the Word) BIBLE STUDY
W.O.W. Bible Study began meeting again on OCTOBER 26TH. They will continue to meet
at 9 AM on Monday mornings in the OSLC 2nd floor lounge (unless changes need to
be made for proper social distancing) through November. Please bring your book –
“Women of the Bible”- to complete the study from last winter. Please wear a mask.
Hope to see you there! ~Senora Almquist

Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.
– Philippians 4:6
“Will there be enough?” Many are asking this question in the midst of
growing economic uncertainty and fear. Christians know that this is the
wrong question. With God there is always enough and a little bit more—
enough to share. If this question crosses your mind, remember Paul’s
words to the Philippian church. Don’t worry; give thanks and pray.
God will provide a way. (Source: Rob Blezard)

WHAT TO LOOK FOR IN NOVEMBER:
NOVEMBER 1

All Saints Sunday
Hillsboro Food Pantry donations are encouraged
Daylight Saving Time Ends

NOVEMBER 15

Sunday School @ 9:30am (Remember Sundays not
listed will have a video Sunday school posted on
Facebook, YouTube, and the Band App.)
Council Meeting @ 11:45am

NOVEMBER 25

NO Confirmation classes or Youth Group

NOVEMBER 26

Happy Thanksgiving!

AN OPEN HOUSE BABY SHOWER for Ashley Moore (daughter of Jack and
Tami Moore) will be held on Saturday, November 14 from 9:30–11:00am at Our
Savior’s Lutheran Church, Hillsboro. Stop by and help Ashley celebrate the arrival
of her baby in December! Ashley is registered at Target. Masks are required.
Our Savior’s has its own TV Channel!!
Watch live on Sundays at 8:30am and
10:30am on HTC Channel 34.

OSLC OFFERING STEWARDSHIP
2020 OFFERING RECEIVED

To give to OSLC electronically:
•

Visit OSLCHillsboro.com and click on
Donate Now

•

Scan this code to go to the OSLC online
donation page

•

Give by Text: Text dollar
amount to (701) 936-7018

•

Use the Give+ Church App

WORSHIP
ATTENDANCE

September 6

$2,435.00

No in-house
service

September 13

$6,535.00

8:30am
10:30am

67
84

September 20

$851.00

8:30am
10:30am

50
72

September 27

$1,515.00

8:30am
10:30am

30
59

Sept. Direct Deposit

$10,216.85

September Total:
2020 Total

$21,552.85
$223,429.90

STEWARDSHIP REPORT:
OUR SAVIOR’S LUTHERAN CHURCH
INCOME AND EXPENSES:
2020 Income received through
Sept. 30: $281,704.33
2020 Expenses through
Sept. 30: $293,879.23
Income Less Expenses: -$12,174.90

Church Office Manager: Cindy Doeden

2020 COUNCIL MEMBERS
President:

Ryan Opdahl 218-779-2658

436-6139

Betty Meyer

430-0748

Barb Hultin

Deacons:

371-1272

Jason Lovas

Treasurer:

Hours: M-F 9am-3pm

430-0055

Amy Foss

Secretary:

Church Office: 701-636-5701

471-7578

Josh Opp

Vice-President:

Church Office email address: oslcelca@rrv.net
or cindy@oslchillsboro.com
Pastor Joe Johnson: cell—701-430-3787;

Joy McSparron

pastorjoe@oslchillsboro.com
Education Minister: Amanda Johnson—218-556-8895
Assisting Minister: Nadia Robb—701-412-1242

Beth Christianson-Melby

361-9990
430-2309

Trustees:

OSLC Kitchen: 701-636-5705
OSLC Website: www.oslchillsboro.com
Facebook: oslchillsboro
Twitter: OSLCHillsboro; Instagram: oslchillsboro

799-9340

Mark Merck

866-3309

Cindy Dullum

430-0376

Jon Bertsch

Trevor Kittelson

YouTube: Our Savior’s Lutheran Church Hillsboro ND

Daniel Nelson

Broadcast live on Sunday mornings on KMAV 105.5 FM and
KMSR 1520 AM at 8:30am and HTC Channel 34 at
8:30am & 10:30am.

741-5177
799-5079

2020
Address Service Requested
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church
204 Caledonia Ave East
Hillsboro, ND 58045

