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Beloved, I pray that all may go well with you and that you may be in good health just as it
is well with your soul (3 John 1:2).
We have entered the twelfth and final month of the year, and, as we like to say to our youth at
the end of every church retreat: let’s finish strong. In a year that has been filled with so many
hardships… let’s finish strong.
As we begin our advent season, there are many thoughts and decisions weighing on our hearts:
whether it is safe to travel this Christmas, who we can celebrate Christmas with, and how we can
congregate as church this Christmas. None of these choices are easy, and it is certain that each
of us has a different sense of how to handle these issues. However, no matter what our plans are
this advent season we all can use some time to focus on our healing and wellness after facing
the challenges of this year.
As a church community we have felt loneliness and heartache this year, we have felt division and
frustration, and we have also felt joy and celebration together. As we near the end of 2020, let us
experience healing together as well.
The advent theme for this year is Healing and Wellness. Together, we will learn to focus on our
own healing and wellness journeys as we prepare our hearts and spirits for the day of Jesus
Christ’s birth. For it is with Christ that we find peace and strength.
Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do
not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let them be afraid (John 14:27).
Beloved, you are a beautiful creation built and nurtured by God. Let us honor the beauty and
complexity of God’s creation that is our minds, bodies, and souls by intentionally caring for our
own healing and wellness.
What a gift it is to have a God who loves us so. What a gift it is to have the grace and peace of
Jesus Christ in our hearts. These are the greatest gifts to remember this season.

Grace and peace,
Nadia Robb

PASTORAL ACTS:
Deaths:

Margaret “Peggy” Olson
Born: February 28, 1930
Place of Birth: Michigan City, IN
Died: October 25, 2020
Funeral: October 30, 2020
Interment: Riverside Cemetery
Hillsboro, ND

Richard “Dick” Woods
Born: May 15, 1963
Place of Birth: Hillsboro, ND
Died: November 16, 2020
Private Funeral: November 20, 2020
Wildeman-Boulger Funeral Home, Hillsboro

Christmas Eve Candlelight services will be held at 1:30pm,
3:30pm and 5:30pm at Our Savior’s Lutheran Church.
Thank You to those who donated a beautiful
Christmas Poinsettia to the church this season.

A Poinsettia plant…
in memory of Doug and Corrine Ludwig, given by Lori and Tom Tweten and family
in memory of Jodi Jorgensen and James Ludwig, given by Lori and Tom Tweten and family
in memory of Clifford and Bernice Christianson, given by Dan, Carol, and Sadie Christianson
in memory of Dean and Madelyne Beierle, given by Dan, Carol, and Sadie Christianson
in memory of Sharilyn Almquist and in honor of David Almquist, Bradley Almquist, and Marvin Almquist,
given by Basil and Senora Almquist
in celebration of our new granddaughter, Rosalie Rae Brunken (10-3-20), and our great nephew, Rowan John
Doeden (8-5-20), given by Mike and Cindy Doeden
in memory of Ardith Magnuson, given by Roger and Connie Anderson
in memory of Barry Jeffers, given by Roger and Connie Anderson
in memory of Galen, Isabelle and Barry Jeffers, given by Tom and Ann Klemetson, Colin, Brigette, Ivan
and Avery Casillas, Ben and Sarah Klemetson
in memory of Paul and Martina Franzen, parents of Colleen Weller and grandparents of Jena and Daniel
Weller, given by Colleen, Jena, and Daniel Weller
in memory of Bethany Rieth, Nila Lindberg, Treston Arndt, Bernie and Ronda Lengyel, given by Gabes and
Tyler Kieffer
in memory of Scott Herslip, brother, and Luella Herslip Deahl, mother, given by Keith and Betty Meyer
in memory of Herb Deck, brother-in-law, Marlene Engstrom (cousin), and Sue Berg (friend), given by Keith
and Betty Meyer
in celebration of Family, given by Ed and Elaine Laxdal

OUR SAVIOR'S LUTHERAN CHURCH
Council Minutes
November 15, 2020 at 11:45 am
Members Present - Pastor Joe Johnson, Ryan Opdahl, Jason Lovas, Amy Foss,
Beth Christianson-Melby, Joy McSparron, Betty Meyer, Barb Hultin, Daniel Nelson, Trevor Kittelson,
Mark Merck and Jon Bertsch
1) Call to Order – Noting a quorum, President Ryan called the meeting to order at 11:47 pm
2) Devotions – Matthew 4: 18-20
3) Confirmation of Agenda – Beth moved to accept the agenda as amended. Betty seconded. All
in favor, motion carried.
4) New Business
a. Covid-19 Precautions – Discussed ramifications of decisions regarding covid precautions.
Decided to keep current covid precautions the same as long as Traill County stays in the
orange risk level and staff felt safe with those decisions. Dan made a motion that if Traill
County’s risk level changes to red according to the State Health Department we will go to
all virtual services. Betty seconded. Majority in favor, motion carried.
b. Advent Plans – It was decided that we will not have Wednesday Worship service during
Advent. Staff will make arrangements for decorating.
c. Christmas Plans – Jon made a motion to have a Virtual Christmas Service put together to
run along with 1:30, 3:30 and 5:30 worship in person. Jason seconded. Majority in favor,
motion carried.
d. Future Plans for Parsonage – Currently used as a classroom space, green space and
garage storage. Discussed how this will be used in the future and what would be most
beneficial to the church.
e. Appointments of Financial Auditors – Jason made a motion to appoint Josh Opp with
Brady Martz as Financial Auditor. John seconded. All in favor, motion carried.
f. Annual Meeting Date – Beth made a motion to set the Annual Meeting Date for January
24, 2021 at 11:30 am. Dan seconded. All in favor, motion carried.
5) Pastor Joe’s Report – We confirmed twenty-one confirmands this fall. Due to positive COVID19 tests and quarantining, these confirmations were done in four different services. The
confirmands presented their faith statement on Wednesday, October 14 th. The students that
were quarantined presented their faith statements via video. We presented bibles to kindergarteners, 3rd graders, and 7th graders at separate services. I officiated three funerals and one
wedding. Nadia and Amanda have been sharing in the preaching responsibilities, bible studies,
and visitation care. Joy continues to make visits and provide spiritual care.
6) Treasurer’s Report – Report was presented and reviewed. It was reported that expenses
exceeded income by $4,110 for the month of October 2020. Year to date expenses exceeded
income by $16,720. The balance of the Media Fund dedicated account is $3,440. Barb moved
to accept the treasurer’s report as presented. Betty seconded the motion. All in favor, motion
carried.
7) Deacons’ Report – Beth reported that the new communion cups are working much better. They
are also working on a plan to serve communion at the Christmas services.
8) Trustees’ Report – The new janitorial staff is doing well. The snowblower is in the garage at the
parsonage and ready to go.

9) Committee Reports
a. Media/Technology – Jon reported that they are working on a solution to fix the church
bells. Also working to improve the broadcast with Halstad Telephone channel.
10) Secretary’s Report – Beth made a motion to approve the October 4, 2020 minutes. Betty
seconded. All in favor, motion carried. The minutes from today’s meeting will be emailed to be
reviewed and approved at a later date.
Next meeting – December 13, 2020 11:45 am in church basement
Adjournment – Meeting adjourned at 1:50 pm
(All committee reports for the 2020 Annual Report should be to the church office by
Wednesday, January 6, 2021)

NOVEMBER 2020 MEMORIAL REPORT
Thank You to all who gave memorials—Tammy Nelson, Memorial Secretary
Dedicated Memorial Accounts – General Account, Media Ministry (radio broadcast, etc.), Global
Missions, Building and Grounds, Capital Improvements, Youth Activities, National Youth
Gathering/Mission Trips, Christian Education (Sunday School, etc.), OSLC Choir, OSLC Bell Choir,
OSLC Bands, Parish Nurse, WELCA: Altar, Library, Kitchen; Scholarships (Bible Camps, etc.),
Landscaping Project, Sound System, OSLC Endowment Fund, Blanchard Endowment Fund

MEDIA FUND - In memory of Barry Jeffers, given by Joel Thorsrud, Kyle Rauser, Bonnie
Anderson, M/M Mike Kress; in memory of Iona Anderson, given by Devonne Wright, M/M Ronald
Motl; in memory of Joan Svaleson, given by Bonnie Anderson; in memory of Doug Grove, given by
M/M Douglas Grove, M/M Roger Anderson; in memory of Peggy Olson, given by Bonnie Anderson,
M/M Roger Anderson, M/M Steve Doeden; in memory of Darlene Munter and Glenn Hance, given
by M/M Steve Doeden; in memory of Karen Haugerud, given by M/M Glenn Brustad, M/M John
Murch, M/M Harold McDonald, BethAnn Schlichtmann, M/M Mark Mclean, M/M Ken Beckman,
M/M Mark Jenson, M/M Dave Thomas, M/M Jim Baukol, M/M Steve Kaliokowski, Deb Kritzberger,
Terry and Tiny Wahl, Devon Johnson, M/M E.J. Lien, Carol Speer, M/M Jim Schill, Nancy Olson,
Peggy Olson, M/M Brad Ydstie, M/M Lynn Foss, M/M Glenn Holland, M/M Jeff Mootz, M/M Bruce
Boeddeker, M/M Charlie Anderson, Gary Abrahamson, M/M Bruce Bowersox, M/M Rich Gehrke,
M/M Don Bjorkland, M/M Dale Bakken, Vonie Manthey, M/M Neal Pulskamp, Pat Bertsch, M/M Ed
Olsen, Joyce Bouton-Ellingson, David Schlichtmann, M/M Tom Eblen, Marlys Weibye, M/M John
Wright, Kim Jenson, Sandy and Sheryl Leum
YOUTH GROUP - In memory of Barry Jeffers, Peggy Olson, Marcella Kamesch, Iona
Anderson and Kasie Berg, given by M/M Jon McSparron; in memory of Kay Preston, given by
M/M Steve Doeden; in honor of Ed and Marlis Olsen’s 70th Anniversary, given by M/M Jon
McSparron
GENERAL FUND – In memory of Iona Anderson, given by M/M Fred Johnson, M/M Steve
Doeden; in memory of Doug Grove, given by M/M Dallas Boeddeker; in memory of Barry
Jeffers, given by M/M Steve Carnal, M/M Dallas Boeddeker; in memory of Marjorie Johnston,
given by M/M Glenn Brustad; in memory of Peggy Olson, given by M/M Roy Gensrich, M/M
Dallas Boeddeker, M/M Lynn Foss

As we come into the Advent and Christmas Season, we often think of those
less fortunate than we are. That brings me to our “friends” in Central African
Republic and their situation. I find nothing in the news about the return of a
banished former leader or elections. I wonder how that will turn out. I have
found no information from ELCA about work there. Global Health Ministries
and Doctors Without Borders continue work there under difficult conditions. I
will include an article from GHM, showing there are those who continue their
work and serve the residents. I also learned that there is an effort to assist returning refugees, who
had fled to other countries due mostly to violence. May those efforts bear fruit.
Consider a gift to our Local Global Missions fund during this Christmas Season. Just mark your gift to
go to Global Missions and submit it with regular donations or send it to the church by mail. Hopefully
next month I will be able to report on our financial situation. Remember the CAR and it’s residents in
your prayers.

May the Lord bless and keep you.
In His Service,
Sylvia Hansen
Global Missions Committee

MEET CATHERINE
Catherine Naabeau serves as the Lutheran Health Coordinator in the CAR, overseeing four projects
including Emmanuel de Gallo Health Center. Under her
guidance, Emmanuel has become the reference
hospital for other health facilities in the area. Remarkably,
it is better equipped (remarkable, because Emmanuel
lacks so much), it has an excellent reputation among the
local population, and staff is committed and motivated.
That wasn’t always the case. In 2018 Catherine called a
community meeting to bring local government leaders
and the community together so their complaints and their
hopes for “their” health center could be heard. Emmanuel
still faces challenges. Most patients in this rural area are
too poor to pay so revenue from patients isn’t enough to
cover expenses. Often the hospital can’t afford to keep
essential medicines in stock. There is no ambulance.
They don’t have electricity and the solar isn’t working. But the community and staff know they are
listened to, and Catherine and the staff at the hospital are strong leaders. You make their presence
possible.
To give to OSLC electronically:
•

Visit OSLCHillsboro.com and click on
Donate Now

•

Scan this code to go to the OSLC online
donation page



Give by Text: Text dollar
amount to (701) 936-7018

•

Use the Give+ Church App

ELCA Future Church design affirmed by ELCA Church Council
11/16/2020 3:00:00 PM

CHICAGO – The Church Council of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) has affirmed
the proposed Future Church design that is focused on a renewed purpose to activate the entire
church so that more people may know the way of Jesus and discover community, justice and
love. The council, which serves as the ELCA's board of directors and legislative authority for the
church between churchwide assemblies, held its electronic meeting Nov. 12-14.
Future Church is based in the belief that members, congregations, synods and the churchwide
organization must work together to share the powerful witness of the gospel in the world and to invite
more new, young and diverse people to experience God's grace in action. The new design identifies
three priority areas: a welcoming church that engages new, young and diverse people; a thriving
church rooted in tradition and radically relevant; and a connected, sustainable church that shares in a
common purpose and direction.
The Future Church structure will be implemented in the churchwide organization on Feb. 1, 2021.
The structure will introduce three new home areas: Christian Community and Leadership, led by the
Rev. Philip Hirsch; Innovation, led by Ms. Mikka McCracken; and Service and Justice, led by the
Rev. Rafael Malpica Padilla. Approximately 5% of the churchwide organization staff will be separated
as a result of the new design.
For more than 30 years the ELCA has experienced a rich history of ministry, but the church has also
witnessed a pattern of significant decline with aging members and a membership profile that does not
reflect the diversity of God's creation.
ELCA Presiding Bishop Elizabeth A. Eaton told the council that the COVID-19 pandemic had brought
into sharper focus the need to respond more quickly to this rapidly changing world.
"Whether there had been a pandemic or not, we know we need to change. I think the pandemic
helped us to see the urgency," Eaton said. "We are presenting this design because we believe that
this is the way God will enable us to move more quickly, more faithfully, and reach more people so
that more people may know the way of Jesus."
William B. Horne II, ELCA vice president and chair of the Church Council, said he believes the new
design provides the opportunity to be church together, bringing about collaboration throughout the
broader church.
In response to the continuing trends in membership and diversity and the data from an innovation
readiness survey, the following new criteria were affirmed for the ELCA:
1. Prioritize the engagement of new, young and diverse people.
2. Unite all expressions of the church (congregations, synods and the churchwide organization) into
one church—together.
3. Align decision-making, accountability and leadership where best suited.
4. Operate in agile, flexible and speedy ways.
5. Act based on data and measurable impact.
6. Eliminate silos and divisions.
News - Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (elca.org)

WELCA:
Circle #3 has Meal Delivery in December: December 28-31 (No delivery Jan. 1).

QUILT DISTRIBUTION
Earlier this year volunteers made 114 quilts to be distributed locally and internationally. The
distribution is nearly complete with quilts distributed to Lutheran World Relief, Traill County Social
Service, Dakota Girls and Boys Ranch, Churches United for the Homeless, Fraser, and Northland
Mission. Remaining ones will go to the Red River Children’s Advocacy Center.
I’d like to share one of the Thank You’s we received from Dakota Girls and Boys Ranch: “Thank
You for the blessing of quilts. Our kids love them and they are a great reminder that they are
loved. Thank you for loving and caring for our kids. Thank you and God Bless you. Blessings,
Tim”
These are the kind of messages that keep us going and making more quilts. We do hope that we
will be able to safely meet to do quilt making this winter.
WELCA MISSION ACTION Committee

Operation Christmas Child Shoeboxes
THANK YOU to everyone who participated in filling shoeboxes this year! Our Savior’s was able
to send 38 filled shoeboxes to children in need around the world. Special thanks to Connie
Anderson for leading this project and also delivering the shoeboxes to Fargo.

W.O.W. BIBLE STUDY
W.O.W. (Women of the Word) Monday morning Bible study will finish their current study on
November 30th. They will NOT be meeting in December, but will resume meeting again on
January 4, 2021 with a new study.
The new study will be on “The Prayers of Jesus” by Matt Williams –Connecting the Bible to Life.
This author wanted a Bible Study that would communicate the material in a clear, practical,
and understanding manner.
I invite you to join us on an adventure to “then and back” again. Senora Almquist, Leader

OSLC OFFERING STEWARDSHIP
2020 OFFERING RECEIVED

WORSHIP
ATTENDANCE

October 4

$6,476.00

8:30am
10:30am

50
100

October 11

$4,204.00

8:30am
10:30am

32
58

October 18

$3,222.00

8:30am
10:30am

50
100

October 25

$3,655.00

8:30am
10:30am

41
165

Oct. Direct Deposit

$7,855.00

October Total:
2020 Total

STEWARDSHIP REPORT:
OUR SAVIOR’S LUTHERAN CHURCH
INCOME AND EXPENSES:
2020 Income received through
Oct. 31: $308,697.96
2020 Expenses through
Oct. 31: $325,417.57
Income Less Expenses: -$16,719.61

$25,412.00
$248,841.90

Church Office Manager: Cindy Doeden

2020 COUNCIL MEMBERS
President:

Ryan Opdahl 218-779-2658

436-6139

Betty Meyer

430-0748

Barb Hultin

Deacons:

371-1272

Jason Lovas

Treasurer:

Hours: M-F 9am-3pm

430-0055

Amy Foss

Secretary:

Church Office: 701-636-5701

471-7578

Josh Opp

Vice-President:

Church Office email address: oslcelca@rrv.net
or cindy@oslchillsboro.com
Pastor Joe Johnson: cell—701-430-3787;

Joy McSparron

pastorjoe@oslchillsboro.com
Education Minister: Amanda Johnson—218-556-8895
Assisting Minister: Nadia Robb—701-412-1242

Beth Christianson-Melby

361-9990
430-2309

Trustees:

OSLC Kitchen: 701-636-5705
OSLC Website: www.oslchillsboro.com
Facebook: oslchillsboro
Twitter: OSLCHillsboro; Instagram: oslchillsboro

799-9340

Mark Merck

866-3309

Cindy Dullum

430-0376

Jon Bertsch

Trevor Kittelson

YouTube: Our Savior’s Lutheran Church Hillsboro ND

Daniel Nelson

Broadcast live on Sunday mornings on KMAV 105.5 FM and
KMSR 1520 AM at 8:30am and HTC Channel 34 at
8:30am & 10:30am.

741-5177
799-5079
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