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Why was Jesus born?
Throughout the season of Advent we watched and waited for the Savior to arrive. What we have
been waiting for has arrived in the birth of Jesus Christ. Have you ever wondered why? Why was it
necessary for Jesus to be born? While this question has long and extensive answers, here are a few:
Presence of God-In Christ, we receive the real presence of God in human form. In Christ, God is
with us.


They shall name him Emmanuel which means “God is with us” Matthew 1:23



In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God and the Word was God…and the
Word became flesh & lived among us. John 1:1,14



Now the dwelling of God is among mortals and he will live with them. Revelation 21:3



Why does this matter? Because it means God is not far off. God is not distant. God is a different place or a different time. God is here! God is now!

Revealer of God-In Christ, God’s heart is revealed. In Christ, God’s heart of compassion and love is
revealed.


No one has ever seen God. It is God the only Son, who is close to the Father’s heart, who has
made him known. John 1:14

Fulfillment of Promise-In Christ, God’s promise of a Savior is fulfilled. In Christ, God’s promise of
a Messiah is fulfilled.


Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Look, the young woman is with child and shall
bear a son, and shall name him Immanuel.



But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one of the little clans of Judah, from you shall
come forth for me one who is to rule in Israel, whose origin is from of old, from ancient days.
Micah 5:2



She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their
sins. Matthew 1:21

Salvation-The Christmas story is not just about the birth of Jesus. It is
about the WHOLE story of God. It is about the birth, which leads to the
life, which leads to the death, which leads to the resurrection. Jesus has
to LIVE… to DIE… so that he can LIVE. Why does Jesus have to live? To
Die. Why does Jesus have to die? To live. This is not a riddle or a tongue
twister, it is the gospel! It is a simple story of life, death and resurrection!

PASTORAL ACTS:
Deaths:

Cecelia “Pat” Park
Born: May 25, 1939
Place of Birth: Carrington, ND
Died: November 24, 2020
Funeral: December 1, 2020
Interment: Riverside Cemetery
Hillsboro, ND

WHAT TO LOOK FOR IN JANUARY...
QUILTING: will start on Monday, January 11th.
Teen Talk begins January 13th
For the third year now, Our Savior’s Church will be giving a five week class for our 6th grade
students called “Teen Talk”. This class will explore important subjects with 6th graders and will
discuss how their faith and God can help them navigate these subjects. Our hope is to create
an open channel of communication as they transition from elementary student into middle
school student.
Classes begin after school on Wednesday, January 13th from 3:30-5:00pm.
Any questions? Contact Pastor Joe, Amanda Johnson, or Nadia Robb

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church will resume their Thursday Evening “Women’s Transformed
Bible Series” on January 14th, 21st, and 28th at 6:30pm in the OSLC Fellowship Hall. The
“Transformed” series dives into discussions on the subjects of faith, race, and justice. This
month, we will begin a three-part video series titled, “The Next Faithful Move” lead by Joe
Davis and Dave Scherer. Led by Amanda Johnson and Nadia Robb
ALL ARE WELCOME to take part in this important discussion!

W.O.W. BIBLE STUDY

W.O.W. (Women of the Word) Monday morning Bible study will resume meeting on January 18th (note date
change) at 9 AM in the 2nd floor lounge at Our Savior’s. All are Welcome! Senora Almquist, Leader

WHAT: Our Savior’s Lutheran Church Annual Meeting
WHEN: Sunday, January 24, 2021 at 11:30am
WHERE: OSLC Sanctuary (Masks required)

OUR SAVIOR'S LUTHERAN CHURCH
Council Minutes
December 13, 2020 at 11:45 am
Members Present - Pastor J oe J ohnson, Ryan Opdahl, J oshua Opp, J ason Lovas,
Amy Foss, Beth Christianson-Melby, Betty Meyer and Barb Hultin
1) Call to Order – Noting a quorum, President Ryan called the meeting to order at 11:45 pm
2) Devotions – Isaiah 9:2-7
3) Confirmation of Agenda – Josh moved to accept the agenda as amended. Beth seconded.
All in favor, motion carried.
4) Old Business
a. Covid-19 Precautions – No changes were made.
5) New Business
a. 2021 Budget – The 2021 Budget was presented and reviewed. Josh moved to
recommend the budget to be presented at the annual meeting. Barb seconded. All in
favor, motion carried.
6) Pastor Joe’s Report – The season of Advent is going well. Given the challenges of 2020,
the Advent theme is “Healing & Wellness”. We have published and distributed Advent
daily devotionals, Advent Calendars, and Sunday School Advent Calendars. We have been
preparing for Christmas Eve worship services including in-person worship and the
recorded Christmas Special. Thank you to Beth Christianson-Melby and Jon Bertsch for
all of their work recording and producing the Christmas Special. This recorded worship
service will be available online, television, and DVD. I continue to stay busy with
sermons, sermon prep, bible studies, funerals, visits and crisis care. I continue to chair the
Eastern North Dakota Candidacy Committee and we met on Friday, December 11th via
Zoom to conduct five interviews. I will be conducting staff annual reviews in the next
three weeks.
7) Treasurer’s Report – Report was presented and reviewed. It was reported that income
exceeded expenses by $12,700 for the month of November 2020. Year to date expenses
exceeded income by $4,015. The balance of the Media Fund dedicated account is
$3,570. Beth moved to accept the treasurer’s report as presented. Betty seconded the
motion. All in favor, motion carried.

8) Deacons’ Report – Beth reported that they are working on plans to serve communion for
Christmas Eve services.
9) Trustees’ Report – They are working on a schedule for snow removal. Also need to
contact Cory Wright to service boiler.
10) Committee Reports
a. Endowment Fund – Requests have been made for WELCA and Youth and Family.
b. Nominating – The committee has been meeting virtually to find replacements for
members that will be termed out.
c. Youth and Family – A request was made to the endowment fund to update chairs in
the youth room and purchase an iPad.

11) Secretary’s Report – Jason made a motion to approve the November 15, 2020 minutes.
Josh seconded. All in favor, motion carried. The minutes from today’s meeting will be
emailed to be reviewed and approved at a later date.
Next meeting – January 3, 2021 @ 11:45 am in church basement
Adjournment – Meeting adjourned at 12:26 pm
_____________________________________________________________________________
DECEMBER 2020 MEMORIAL REPORT
Thank You to all who gave memorials—Tammy Nelson, Memorial Secretary
Dedicated Memorial Accounts – General Account, Media Ministry (radio broadcast, etc.), Global
Missions, Building and Grounds, Capital Improvements, Youth Activities, National Youth
Gathering/Mission Trips, Christian Education (Sunday School, etc.), OSLC Choir, OSLC Bell Choir,
OSLC Bands, Parish Nurse, WELCA: Altar, Library, Kitchen; Scholarships (Bible Camps, etc.),
Landscaping Project, Sound System, OSLC Endowment Fund, Blanchard Endowment Fund

MEDIA FUND - In memory of Clarence Lien, given by M/M Bob Hertwig; in memory or Doug
Grove, given by Barb Watson; in memory of Dick Woods, given by Arlene Eisenbeis; in memory of
Peggy Olson, given by M/M John Wright, Robert Tweten, and Ruth Siegert; in memory of Kasie Berg,
and Ruth Rust, given by Ruth Siegert; in memory of Barry Jeffers, given by Robert Tweten and Ruth
Siegert; in memory of Iona Anderson, given by Robert Tweten, M/M Mike Kress, and Family &
Friends
OSLC CHOIR – In memory of Dick Woods, given by Kari Jo Hanson and Mary Larson
YOUTH GROUP – In memory of Peggy Olson, given by M/M Keith Meyer
GENERAL FUND – In memory of Kay Preston, given by M/M Keith Meyer; in memory of Clarence
Lien, given by M/M Dan Clark; in memory of Dick Woods, given by Lorna Nysveen, M/M David
Lopez, M/M Ron Gadberry, and Eunice Morlock; in memory of Iona Anderson, given by Mary Larson,
Eunice Morlock, and Family & Friends; in memory of Barry Jeffers, given by Mary Larson and Eunice
Morlock; in memory of Peggy Olson, given by Mary Larson and Eunice Morlock; in memory of Ray
Schlichtmann, Ron Semmons, Corey Morlock, Leslie Berdal, Alan Ebertowski, Helen Goodfellow,
Cecelia Park, Norman Winkleman and Virginia and Leon Johnson, given by Eunice Morlock; in
memory of Doug Grove, given by Mary Larson and Eunice Morlock; in memory of Tim Miller,
Marcella Kamesch, Edna Riendeau, Joan Svaleson, Luella Deahl, Scott Herslip, Herb Deck, Mark
Messner, Ardith Magnuson, Duane Sorum, Lorraine Abentroth, Verana Rohman, Roger Diehl, Verna
Volden and Jerrold Post, given by Mary Larson
The January 3rd RADIO BROADCAST in honor of Ruth Henka’s
102nd Birthday on January 5, 2021 was given by Kenneth Henka and Keith
Henka

Precisely in our distress, in our dislocation, the Lord shows up. Emmanuel—God with us—makes
his home in the very places we find foreign or isolating.
The room was sparse and dimly lit. We sat on folding chairs in a circle—young Honduran women and
some of us from the ELCA. We had come to Honduras to observe the work of AMMPARO
(Accompanying Migrant Minors with Protection, Advocacy, Representation and Opportunities). This is the
ELCA’s strategy to help youth who have been forced to flee their home countries because of violence,
abuse, extortion by gangs and extreme poverty. Amparo is the Spanish word for shelter or refuge.

In this case, AMMPARO partnered with the Lutheran World Federation and the Mennonites to resettle
returned migrants—those who had tried to seek asylum in the United States but had failed or had been
denied and deported back to Honduras.
One by one they told us their stories of fear and desperation. Not a one undertook the long and dangerous trek north on a whim. They told us about the abuse they had suffered, about family members who
had been killed by gangs, about the inability to make a living because of the extortion by organized crime.
They talked about the bitter sadness of leaving home and family, and the uncertainty of the future.
I remember one young woman in particular. She was pregnant when she tried to migrate to the United
States. She had the baby somewhere along the way. She was far from home, mostly alone and desperately wanted her mother to be with her. None of this is what she had hoped for when she was growing
up. Circumstances beyond her control had forced her into this new and strange existence. She and her
baby were now back in Honduras—but not at home. Home was too dangerous.
Remember last Christmas? Remember all of the preparations, the travel to be with family? Remember
the holy beauty of the Christmas Eve liturgy and receiving Christ’s grace and forgiveness at his table?
The shopping and Christmas caroling? The in-person gatherings? All that has changed. The pandemic
hasn’t forced us from our homes but into our homes, sheltering in place, isolated. Not together, but
physically distanced. Not gathered with family and friends, but forced apart because of the threat of
infection. Forced by circumstances beyond our control into this strange existence. Oh, there will be
Christmas carols piped into grocery stores and other essential services, but they will be painful
reminders of how life used to be.
We are reminded of the experience of the exiles in Babylon: “By the rivers of Babylon—there we sat
down and there we wept when we remembered Zion. On the willows there we hung up our harps. For
there our captives asked us for songs, and our tormentors asked for mirth, saying, ‘Sing us one of the
songs of Zion!’ How could we sing the Lord’s song in a foreign land” (Psalm 137)?
I told the young Honduran woman about another young woman who was forced to leave home because
of a government decree. She, too, was pregnant and made a long and difficult journey. She, too, was far
from home and without her mother when the baby came. She had to find shelter wherever she could.
This wasn’t what she had hoped for when she was growing up. Circumstances beyond her control had
forced her into this new existence. That young woman was Mary and the child was Jesus. Precisely in
our distress, in our dislocation, the Lord shows up. Emmanuel—God with us—makes his home in the
very places we find foreign or isolating. The young Honduran woman, and all of us, can find hope
because of the birth of Mary’s child. There is no God-forsaken place and we are never alone—not in
hospital rooms, or sheltering in place, or Zoom calls or on dangerous roads.
Many of us will not be physically home for Christmas, but we are truly home in Christ.

NURSE’S NOTES
Brenda Stallman, RN, Parish Nurse
ANSWERS FOR BETTER SLEEP
The COVID-19 pandemic keeps many awake at night with worries. Following are some solutions
that can help restore a more peaceful slumber.
Q: Vaccines are slowly becoming available for prevention of Covid-19.
Should I get the vaccine?
A: Stopping a pandemic requires using all tools available. Getting vaccinated and following
steps of wearing masks, physical distancing, and staying home help reduce your chance of
being infected or spreading it to others.
Analysis of the 2 available vaccines manufactured by Pfizer and Moderna show the vaccines
are safe and effective. Fact sheets on the vaccines are available at https://www.co.traill.nd.us/
departments/district-health
Q: The Covid-19 numbers are much lower in ND. Why can’t we resume our normal lives and
enjoy our holidays?
A: ND is not out of the woods yet. State health officials predict that the state’s drop in active
cases is a result of mask policies and other mitigation measures that have helped bring active
case numbers down. We are also seeing a significant drop in numbers of tests administered
which results in fewer known active cases.
We cannot risk another peak in active cases and deaths from Covid-19. The pain and suffering
of Covid illness, the economic costs to our communities, and the emotional toll and grief placed
on families and health care workers is too high of a price to pay for relaxed precautions.
Q: I think I might have been exposed to someone with Covid. Should I get tested?
A: Individuals with symptoms should be tested. Symptoms include fever 100.4, sore throat,
uncontrolled cough, difficulty breathing, vomiting, abdominal pain, diarrhea, and loss of taste
and/or smell. Contact your medical provider to find out if a test is necessary.
Without symptoms, but you have had contact with someone who tested positive, testing is
recommended 7 -10 days after being in contact with a positive individual. You can still spread
the virus, even without symptoms. Testing is available for asymptomatic people at Traill District
Health Unit, 636-4434.

Q: I have concerns for a struggling family member. The stress of Covid has been
overwhelming. What help is available?
A: The outbreak of the coronavirus (COVID-19) can be stressful for people. Fear and anxiety
about a disease can be overwhelming and cause strong emotions. For resources, visit https://
www.behavioralhealth.nd.gov/covid-19
If you work in a healthcare setting and are experiencing additional stress because of the
COVID-19 pandemic, call “Reach For Resilience” at 701.365.4920 to be connected with a
mental health expert who can provide support and resources 24/7. Or visit
reach4resiliencend.com

I am happy to report that I have had an opportunity to visit with Doug Coz,
Executive Director of Global Health Ministries. I met him a year and a half
ago at Synod Assembly. He attended our fundraiser for Central African
Republic. I listened in to their virtual Annual Meeting and he then called me
to visit about their work in CAR. He said that things seem to be a bit more
settled in the Bangui area at this time. He also reported that Catherine
Naabeau, Lutheran Health Coordinator in CAR, was being trained by the government in the plan to
handle COVID-19. She reported that they had sufficient protective equipment at present and would
be returning to Immanuel Health Center to lead the staff in COVID-19 prevention and treatment.
I am including an article from the Global Health Ministries newsletter. Once again giving us an idea
of what it is like in CAR. Keep them in your prayers.
In His Service,
Sylvia Hansen
Global Missions Committee

CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC
HISTORY & FACTS
Rev. Golike, former President of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in the CAR, advocated
passionately for his people. There were too few hospitals, he said, and too often “people were dying
of a very little thing.” In response, GHM partnered with Lutheran Partners in Global Ministry to build
Emmanuel Health Center, and bring healthcare to a region with no other health services. Catherine
Naabeau is the National Health Coordinator for the Lutheran Church in the CAR, and responsible for
both Emmanuel and Bohong Health Centers. 500-600 babies are delivered annually at these two
facilities, and Emmanuel can now do emergency C-sections, a blessing for moms experiencing
complications during delivery. Both labs are slowly improving. Catherine has also hosted community
meetings that bring people together. The last decade has seen CAR shattered by violence and
conflict, often between Christians and Muslims. Christians and Muslims alike benefit from this
ministry—a blessing for all.
CURRENT NEEDS
GHM sends critically important medical supplies and equipment to Emmanuel and Bohong Health
Centers, helping them build their capacity to diagnose and treat illness and injury. It costs just $500
to send a 4’ cube filled with medical supplies to the CAR. GHM grants for Primary Health Outreach
from Emmanuel Health Center provide support for the important work of community health teams,
who reach out to often remote villages with education, referrals and vaccination programs.
SPOTLIGHT
The blue cooler on the back of this motorbike holds precious
cargo - vaccines. Fueled by love, (notice the heart in the
front!), community health teams travel by motorcycle out
from Emmanuel and Bohong Health Centers to reach remote
communities with life-saving vaccines. Their work is
important. Only 49% of children in the CAR are immunized
against measles, for example. The motorcycle is able to
navigate dirt roads quickly. Vaccines must be kept cold, but
few places in the CAR have either refrigeration or paved
roads.

December, 2020
Dear Sisters in Christ,
I have spent some time on a spiritual journey. I learned of a sacred way for reading the scripture,
Lectio Divina, an ancient way of listening to the scriptures as you slowly read them. In the days of
advent take time when reading to truly feel each word. Let us not be caught up in the attitude of
impatience and in information overload. The apostle John wrote at the beginning of his gospel “The
word became flesh and lived among us.” Let us invite him to live within us and teach us.
Advent is our preparation time for the celebration of the birth of Christ. I would like to encourage you
to let the holy spirit speak through the words and to feel their meaning. Find a quiet spot, pray first,
and perhaps read less so you may savor each word.
Eastern SWO highlights








Marlene Arneson, Grafton Cluster Rep passed due to Covid 19. Keep her family in your prayers
Please remember that ELCA women’s organization has a large variety of resources for your
congregations to use.
Bold café.org is a place for Bible studies. Café, an on-line magazine, shares stories written by
bold young women who write about faith, relationships, advocacy and more. Although this is
written for young women, young and old enjoy it.
At WELCA, participants practice seven marks of discipleship: praying, studying, worshiping,
inviting, encouraging, serving, and giving. Whether it be making quilts and health and school kits
for Lutheran World Relief or studying the Bible together, or assisting in worship, they grow in faith
and share what they’ve learned with friends and neighbors. This statement may very useful when
getting women in your communities to become more involved.
What does justice mean to you? Women of the ELCA participants are active disciples in many
ways. We, through you, address justice issues through Human Trafficking awareness
materials and through our racial justice advocacy resources.

These are just a few things I wanted you to know about. As Covid numbers continue to grow, please
think twice or three times before gathering in person. For months I knew no one who had died or
who had lingering effects of the virus. As I tell my students every day, make good choices.
God bless you all and may God keep you in his care.
Julie Hudson
Eastern ND Synod Church Women President

WELCA:
Circle #4 has Meal Delivery in January: January 25-29
REMINDER to save your CANCELLED POSTAGE STAMPS. WELCA has a jar on the shelf
by the front door of the church to place them in. Thank you!

QUILTING

We will start quilting on Monday, January 11. We will need to follow COVID-19 restrictions; so
mask up, bring your own meal and snacks (no sharing of snacks). We will need to maintain a 6 ft.
distance between quilters. Spend anytime between 9AM and 4PM in the church basement, if you
are ready to quilt. You do not need to be a sewer or quilter to help with this project. There are
lots of jobs easily taught. If you are able to sew blocks together to make tops, give a call to Sylvia
Hansen @ 701-430-0820 or Jackie Lovas @ 701-541-3556. We have some already cut blocks or
can supply some fabric for cutting blocks. Let’s wrap someone in LOVE and warmth.
*The quilts and kits of Lutheran World Relief, thought to have been destroyed in the explosion at Beirut
harbor, have been found intact! Wonderful news as that part of the world has so many people in need.

W.O.W. BIBLE STUDY

W.O.W. (Women of the Word) Monday morning Bible study will resume meeting on January 18th (note
date change) at 9 AM in the 2nd floor lounge at Our Savior’s.

We will begin a new study on “The Prayers of Jesus” by Matt Williams –Connecting the Bible to
Life. This author wanted a Bible Study that would communicate the material in a clear, practical,
and understanding manner.
Beginning in the new year, W.O.W. Bible Study participants are embarking on a prayer
mission for all children 3 years of age through 9th grade in Our Savior’s Lutheran Church. Each
child will be brought to God in prayer every day. Our prayer warriors have the names of the
children and by grades.
Senora Almquist, Leader
OSLC OFFERING STEWARDSHIP
2020 OFFERING RECEIVED

WORSHIP
ATTENDANCE

$5,950.00

8:30am
10:30am

35
65

November 8

$9,821.00

8:30am
10:30am

43
65

November 15

$ 993.00

8:30am
10:30am

34
31

November 22

$4,655.00

8:30am
10:30am

49
29

November 29

$2,805.00

8:30am
10:30am

30
50

Nov. Direct Deposit

$8,123.84

November 1

November Total:
2020 Total

STEWARDSHIP REPORT:
OUR SAVIOR’S LUTHERAN CHURCH
INCOME AND EXPENSES:
2020 Income received through
Nov. 30: $341,825.80
2020 Expenses through
Nov. 30: $345,841.71
Income Less Expenses: -$4,015.91

$32,347.84
$281,189.74

Church Office Manager: Cindy Doeden

2020 COUNCIL MEMBERS
President:

Ryan Opdahl 218-779-2658

436-6139

Betty Meyer

430-0748

Barb Hultin

Deacons:

371-1272

Jason Lovas

Treasurer:

Hours: M-F 9am-3pm

430-0055

Amy Foss

Secretary:

Church Office: 701-636-5701

471-7578

Josh Opp

Vice-President:

Church Office email address: oslcelca@rrv.net
or cindy@oslchillsboro.com
Pastor Joe Johnson: cell—701-430-3787;

Joy McSparron

pastorjoe@oslchillsboro.com
Education Minister: Amanda Johnson—218-556-8895
Assisting Minister: Nadia Robb—701-412-1242

Beth Christianson-Melby

361-9990
430-2309

Trustees:

OSLC Kitchen: 701-636-5705
OSLC Website: www.oslchillsboro.com
Facebook: oslchillsboro
Twitter: OSLCHillsboro; Instagram: oslchillsboro

799-9340

Mark Merck

866-3309

Cindy Dullum

430-0376

Jon Bertsch

Trevor Kittelson

YouTube: Our Savior’s Lutheran Church Hillsboro ND

Daniel Nelson

Broadcast live on Sunday mornings on KMAV 105.5 FM and
KMSR 1520 AM at 8:30am and HTC Channel 34 at
8:30am & 10:30am.

741-5177
799-5079
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