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God’s Mission & Call
"He said 'I will be with you; and this shall be the sign for you that it is I
who sent you:' " Exodus 3:12
It has been exciting to get back to our in-person Wednesday night confirmation
classes. I have the pleasure of teaching our seventh-grade class. In class, we start
with a quick check-in and give everyone a chance to tell their high, low, and God
sighting of the week. In the beginning, the kids will come up with a "high" and a
"low" fairly easily but often pass on the "God sighting" portion. As time goes by,
however, the students are more able to identify where they are experiencing the
Holy Spirit in their life.
I begin my first year of seminary feeling like a new and bewildered seventh-grade
student. I can relate to their uncertainty and reluctance. From Exodus 3:11 "Moses
said to God, 'Who am I that I should go to the Pharaoh, and bring the Israelites out
of Egypt?" Moses questioned his role just as we do, wondering what the Holy
Spirit is up to, and how can I be a part of God's greater mission?
I see the Holy Spirit at work in our youth, in their energy and exuberance. I see the
Holy Spirt at work in the leaves changing and the hope of a new season. I see the
Holy Spirit at work in the opportunity of seminary, and in my call. I continue to
discern, wondering like Moses, if I am up for the task.

I see the Holy Spirit at work in all of these things, though, like my seventh graders,
I may not have all the answers. I will trust in God’s affirmation to Moses, "He said
'I will be with you; and this shall be the sign for you that it is I who sent you:' "
Exodus 3:12
Amanda Johnson
Education Minister

PASTORAL ACTS:
Transferred Out:
Pastor Julie Johnson
Sandra Bertsch

What to Look for in October:
An OPEN HOUSE BRIDAL SHOWER for Kadie Doeden, bride-to-be of Dominic Miller, will be held on
Saturday, October 3rd from 9:30-11:00am at Our Savior’s Church. Stop by and share a favorite recipe
or marital advice with her. Treats will be made to go and masks are required.

A 70th WEDDING ANNIVERSARY Drive-by Celebration for Ed and Marlis Olsen will be held on
Sunday, October 4th from 2-4pm by Olsen’s Hardware South Main Street. For all those who cannot
attend, the family is having a card shower: PO BOX 159, Hillsboro, ND 58045. Because of COVID our
celebration plans had to change. Hope you can come celebrate with us! No gifts please.

First Communion: Students in 6th grade will receive their first communion on
Sunday, October 4th at the 10:30am worship service.

Bible Presentations:

Sunday, October 11th at the 10:30am service—7th grade Bibles will be presented.
Sunday, October 18th at the 10:30am service—3rd grade Bibles will be presented.
*Parents/Guardians are invited to come and present the Bible to their child.

CONFIRMATION SUNDAY is OCTOBER 25th
Congratulations to the following students on reaching
this faith milestone:
Olivia Anderson
Mataya Arends
Easton Baesler
Skylar Brist
Ean Dearinger
Jezzarae Dovenmuehler
Andrew Dullum
Dylan Foss
Jacoby Hannestad
Caleb Hatlestad
Cole Hebl

Mason Hennings
Harley Hudson
Serrina Klose
Micah Longthorne
Paige Magnuson
Tyler Miller
Madison Olsen
Riley Olsen
Madison Stock
Ellie Vice



10th grade Confirmation Retreat on October 11th—leave from the church at noon.



Faith Statements will be presented on Wednesday, October 14th at 6:30pm at OSLC.



The Confirmation Service will be held on October 25th at 10:30am.

OUR SAVIOR'S LUTHERAN CHURCH
Council Minutes
September 9, 2020 at 6 PM
Members Present - Pastor Joe Johnson, Ryan Opdahl, Joshua Opp, Jason Lovas,
Amy Foss, Beth Christianson-Melby, Joy McSparron, Betty Meyer, Daniel Nelson, Trevor Kittelson
and Mark Merck
1) Call to Order – Noting a quorum, President Ryan called the meeting to order at 6:05 pm
2) Devotions – Proverbs 24:3-4, Psalm 91:1-2, 2 Corinthians 5:1-10, Matthew 7:25, Luke 20:17
and Ephesians 2:20
3) Confirmation of Agenda – Dan moved to accept the agenda as amended. Beth seconded. All
in favor, motion carried.
4) Old Business
a. Welcome to Worship Sunday
i. Bulletins – It was discussed and agreed that bulletins would be available for the
congregation to use at their discretion.
ii. Singing – Beth moved to temporarily suspend congregational singing. Pastor Joe
seconded. Majority in favor, motion carried.
b. Custodial Contract – A high school student has been hired on a temporary basis to clean
the church. Joy will help train this individual. Pastor Joe and Ryan met with Steve
Aanderud from the high school to gain information on the products and techniques that
are used to clean and sanitize at the school.

5) Pastor Joe’s Report – In the past month I have had several funerals and burials. We also had
our first “Drive-by Communion” and served 87 people. I have been busy making preparations for
in-person worship, Sunday school, confirmation and youth group. We have taken several
COVID 19 precautions including office sneeze guards, plexi-glass guards for singers, disinfectant wipes, offering boxes, and physical distancing in the sanctuary. President Opdahl and I met
with Steve Aanderud to be trained on disinfecting products and techniques. We had the Sunday
School parent meeting and the confirmation parent meeting. We are prepared to start our fall
programing.
6) Treasurer’s Report – Report was presented and reviewed. It was reported that expenses
exceeded income by $5,500 for the month of August 2020. Year to date expenses exceeded
income by $7,700. The balance of the Media Fund dedicated account is $4,280. Beth moved
to accept the treasurer’s report as presented. Betty seconded the motion. All in favor, motion
carried.
7) Deacons’ Report – Beth reported that the deacons are planning communion in consultation
with Pastor Joe.
8) Trustees’ Report – Discussed the church bells not working properly. The sump pump project is
finished and went well. All are pleased with the project.
9) Secretary’s Report – Betty made a motion to approve the July and August 2020 minutes.
Jason seconded. All in favor, motion carried. The minutes from tonight’s meeting will be emailed
to be reviewed and approved at a later date.

Announcements/Upcoming events:
Welcome to Worship Sunday, September 13, 2020
(Kindergarten Bibles Presentation - Sept. 27)
Next meeting – October 4, 2020 11:45 am in church basement
Adjournment – Meeting adjourned at 7:13 pm

NURSE’S NOTES
Brenda Stallman, RN, Parish Nurse
Free Grief Support
Since March the news, our conversations, our worries, and activities have all been centered
around and affected by the Coronavirus pandemic. We often lose sight of the fact that people
are still struggling with things that we struggled with before Covid appeared. Things that are
devastating, life changing, and difficult to manage on our own. Loss of loved ones, diagnosis
of life-threatening illness, and loneliness are perhaps even more challenging than ever.
Support systems are far away for some of us, while others are less available due to visitor
restrictions related to the pandemic.
Hospice of the Red River Valley offers a variety of free virtual support groups. These programs
are intended to equip participants with a better understanding of grief and loss, as well as a
place to find others who have shared similar experiences.
The current schedule includes classes such as Grief 101: How to Help Ourselves and Others,
Memory Pillows-Grief Activities for Kids, and Grief During the Holidays. A schedule of
upcoming grief workshops can be found at https://www.hrrv.org/patients-caregivers/griefsupport/2020-fall-grief-class-schedule/

With questions or for more information contact
Hospice of the Red River Valley at (800) 237-4629.

Uncertain Times

Living Lutheran

September 4, 2020
Between 1527 and 1529, Martin Luther wrote and composed his famous hymn
“A Mighty Fortress Is Our God.” He based the text of this hymn on Psalm 46:
“God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble” (verse 1).
Luther knew about trouble. He had been excommunicated by the church and
declared an outlaw by the emperor. The bubonic plague had returned to
Wittenberg, Germany. His 7-month-old daughter, Elisabeth, had died. Western
Europe was under attack by the Ottoman Empire. Civil unrest resulted in the
Peasants War, which was brutally crushed by the nobility.

From the Presiding
Bishop Eaton

Luther lived in uncertain times.

It’s unlikely that Luther could see with certainty in 1527 how his work would turn out. The Reformation
wasn’t a glorious march of unbroken progress. It was messy. The “Reformers” argued with each other.
It was violent. It had its share of hateful and divisive rhetoric. Anathemas were levied by all sides
against each other. Even at the end of his life, Luther wondered if he had been right, if he had been
faithful to the word.
If it wasn’t apparent to Luther and others what was happening, it was clear that something was
happening. The world was changing. Political and religious turmoil wasn’t going on in a vacuum. This
was a time of new technology—the printing press—and scientific discovery—Copernicus kicking Earth
out of the center of the solar system (Luther wasn’t impressed). What new world was emerging? What
new thing was God calling into being? How was the Spirit calling and shaping the church to be a clear
witness?
Five hundred years later we find ourselves in uncertain times. We are in the middle of a pandemic.
We have been sheltering in place for months. Thousands have been newly awakened to racial inequity
in our society and are marching for change. Education has been disrupted. Worship has taken on new
forms. Our homes have become our offices and classrooms. The world is changing and the rate of
change in the past five months is unprecedented.
Ours is also a time of new technology and scientific discovery. We are wired and plugged in.
Communication is instantaneous. Our cellphones can be used to keep us connected and informed.
They can also be used to divide and deceive.
Something new is emerging. The world is changing. We will not be able to return to the world of the
pre-COVID days. Change brings loss. Loss brings grief. Yes, we believe in the Resurrection, that God
brings life out of death, something new out of the old. But it can be painful, especially when we’re in
the middle of it and can’t see clearly how it will all turn out.

Psalm 46 captures the turmoil of Luther’s day and of ours: “The nations are in an uproar, the
kingdoms totter” (6). It describes a changing earth, shaking mountains and roaring waters.
But Psalm 46 is also a song of faith—God’s and ours. God is faithful to God’s promises and to God’s
people. God is a mighty fortress who fights by our side with weapons of the Spirit. Luther ends the
hymn by declaring: “Were they to take our house, goods, honor, child, or spouse, though life be
wrenched away, they cannot win the day. The kingdom’s ours forever!” (Evangelical Lutheran
Worship, 504).
I believe we are on the brink of this new thing that God is bringing about. We don’t need to see how it
will all unfold. We just need to be ready and willing to answer God’s call and be shaped by the Spirit.
Secure in God who is our refuge and strength, we can be bold in our witness. God is activating each
of us to invite more people into the way of Jesus—the way of grace and mercy, the way of justice and
peace, the way of life.

WELCA:
Our Savior’s WELCA Executive Board met Tuesday, September 22, 2020 with Marlene Oie
presiding.
The Treasurer’s report was reviewed. It was noted that Our Savior’s WELCA paid $3,034.15
for the cleaning and waxing of the floors and Steamatic cleaning of the carpet and pew pads.
We thank Joy McSparron for arranging and following up on this cleaning.
It was reported that 114 quilts were made and delivered and that 50 school bags, 6 layettes
and 9 sewing kits are ready.
WELCA purchased pictures of The Last Supper depicted by the men of Our Savior’s.
These were given to Pastor Julie before she left and to Pastor Joe in commemoration of
Pastor Joe’s completion of his thesis.
After some discussion, it was decided to have a WELCA meeting on Thursday,
October 8th. Please note this is a week later than our usual meeting date. We ask for
masks and we will social distance. Watch for a note in the Sunday bulletin incase we
need to change this if the virus situation dictates.



Circle #1 has Meal Delivery in October - October 26-October 30.
Next WELCA Meeting - October 8th at 10 AM

SEPTEMBER 2020 MEMORIAL REPORT
Thank You to all who gave memorials—Tammy Nelson, Memorial Secretary
Dedicated Memorial Accounts – General Account, Media Ministry (radio broadcast, etc.),
Global Missions, Building and Grounds, Capital Improvements, Youth Activities, National Youth
Gathering/Mission Trips, Christian Education (Sunday School, etc.), OSLC Choir, OSLC Bell
Choir, OSLC Bands, Parish Nurse, WELCA—Altar, Library, Kitchen; Scholarships (Bible
Camps, etc.), Landscaping Project, Sound System, OSLC Endowment Fund, Blanchard
Endowment Fund

MEDIA FUND - In memory of Marcella Kamesch, given by Sandra Johnson and Robert
Tweten
WELCA – In memory of Verana Rohman, given by Darwin Rohman
OSLC BANDS - In memory of Joan Svaleson, given by M/M Dave Nelson
GENERAL FUND – In memory of Dorothy Overmoen, given by M/M Dallas Boeddeker;
in memory of Joan Svaleson, given by M/M Keith Burck
BLANCHARD ENDOWMENT – In memory of Joan Svaleson, given by Maxine Garrett

Global Missions
I have been unable to find much news, even on international news sources. WHO reports that there
have been 4,804 Covid-19 cases confirmed and 62 deaths. I wonder how well that describes the
situation, when there is so little medical care and so much violence going on in the rural areas. The
chart does show a high in June/July and few new cases in Sept.
Our ELCA seems to have little or no service going into Central African Republic. Sad, when they
need us the most, we cannot get to them. Keep them in your prayers, as that is all that we can do
right now.
In His Service,
Sylvia Hansen
Global Mission Committee
Our Savior’s has its own TV Channel!!
Watch live on Sundays at 8:30am and
10:30am on HTC Channel 34.

OSLC OFFERING STEWARDSHIP
2020 OFFERING RECEIVED
August 2

$3,000.00

August 9

$2,500.00

August 16

$1,830.00

August 23

$2,895.00

August 30

$2,003.00

2020 Total

•

Visit OSLCHillsboro.com and click on
Donate Now

•

Scan this code to go to the OSLC online
donation page

•

Give by Text: Text dollar amount to
(701) 936-7018

•

Use the Give+ Church
App

WORSHIP
ATTENDANCE
No in-house
services

STEWARDSHIP REPORT:

OUR SAVIOR’S LUTHERAN CHURCH

INCOME AND EXPENSES:
2020 Income received through
August 31: $260,151.48
(Drive-by
Communion)

2020 Expenses through
August 31: $267,890.10
Income Less Expenses: -$7,738.62

August Direct Deposit $7,842.48
August Total:

To give to OSLC electronically:

$20,070.48
$201,877.05

Church Office Manager: Cindy Doeden

2020 COUNCIL MEMBERS
President:

Ryan Opdahl 218-779-2658

436-6139

Betty Meyer

430-0748

Barb Hultin

Deacons:

371-1272

Jason Lovas

Treasurer:

Hours: M-F 9am-3pm

430-0055

Amy Foss

Secretary:

Church Office: 701-636-5701

471-7578

Josh Opp

Vice-President:

Church Office email address: oslcelca@rrv.net
or cindy@oslchillsboro.com
Pastor Joe Johnson: cell—701-430-3787;

Joy McSparron

pastorjoe@oslchillsboro.com
Education Minister: Amanda Johnson—218-556-8895
Assisting Minister: Nadia Robb—701-412-1242

Beth Christianson-Melby

361-9990
430-2309

Trustees:

OSLC Kitchen: 701-636-5705
OSLC Website: www.oslchillsboro.com
Facebook: oslchillsboro
Twitter: OSLCHillsboro; Instagram: oslchillsboro

799-9340

Mark Merck

866-3309

Cindy Dullum

430-0376

Jon Bertsch

Trevor Kittelson

YouTube: Our Savior’s Lutheran Church Hillsboro ND

Daniel Nelson

Broadcast live on Sunday mornings on KMAV 105.5 FM and
KMSR 1520 AM at 8:30am and HTC Channel 34 at
8:30am & 10:30am.

741-5177
799-5079

Address Service Requested
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church
204 Caledonia Ave East
Hillsboro, ND 58045

