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What is God’s promised & preferred future?
Can you believe it? It is already year 2020. As we enter this new year we discern together who God
is calling us to be and envision God’s promised and preferred future.
We have envisioned together how we can be creative with the number “20”. Perhaps 2020 Vision
means we spend an additional 20 minutes a week reading scripture. Maybe we spend 20 more
minutes in prayer. Maybe we take 20 minutes to read a devotional. Maybe we take 20 minutes
and serve our neighbor, family, friends, community and/or church. Maybe we spend 20 minutes in
physical exercise. Maybe we spend 20 minutes a week connecting with an old friend or a family
member.
2020 Vision also has several congregational implications. One hope for the year 2020 is to increase
our weekly worship attendance by 20 people. We can do this by improving our own worship
attendance and by inviting and encouraging others to attend. We also hope to welcome 20 new
members in 2020. Again, we can do this by inviting and encouraging. We also envision an increase
in our financial giving. Maybe, as a congregation, we can increase our financial giving by $20,000 a
year. That means as a congregation we would have to increase our giving by $384.62 a week. Or in
other words, that would be an increase of $1.92 per person in church every week. I think we can
do it!
2020 Vision also means we discern a 20 year vision. Let’s discern the property needs, program
needs, staffing needs of the next 20 years. Are we being called to improve our bathroom
accessibility? Are we being called to grow our endowment for the next generation? Let’s wonder
together! What is the church we want to leave for our kids? What is the church we want for our
grandkids?
As we enter the year 2020, let’s envision together: What is God’s promised & preferred future?
Pastor Joe

PASTORAL ACTS:
Transfer In:
LuVerne Paulsrud

Baptisms:

Aislin Myers

Daughter of Jon and Sara Myers
Born: May 10, 2013
Place: Fargo, ND

Wyatt Myers

Son of Jon and Sara Myers
Born: December 5, 2008
Place: Fargo, ND
Both Baptized: December 8, 2019
Godparents: Jeff and Krista Myers

Rhett Charles Nagel

Son of Dustin and Lindsey Nagel
Born: September 16, 2019
Place: Fargo, ND
Baptized: December 8, 2019
Godparents: Kelsey Nagel and Tucker Coborn

Music is the prayer the heart sings!
Thank you to all who participated in Choir for the fall and Community Concert! It was a lot
of fun and a wonderful sharing of the love of music. Choir will take January and February
off. Practices will resume March 2nd to get ready for Easter.

Wonderful job Bell Choir! Thank you for all your time and dedication. It was a magnificent
fall of music and sharing! Bell Choir will take January and February off. Practices will
resume March 2nd to get ready for Easter.
“Sing to the Lord a new song; sing to the Lord, all the earth. Sing to the Lord, praise His name;
proclaim His salvation day after day.” Psalm 96:1-2

GAME DATE AT OUR SAVIOR’S LUTHERAN CHURCH
I love playing cards and board games, and I learned that
Paige Magnuson loves to play Monopoly. So, we thought it
would be fun to create our own local entertainment during
some of the cold, snowy winter months by having a Game
Day in January, February, & March.
You are invited to join us on Sunday, January 19, from
2-5pm in the dining room at Our Savior’s Lutheran Church.
Bring a favorite game, your family/friends,
and a snack to share. Come when you can and leave
when you need to go.
(Pastor Julie & Paige)

OUR SAVIOR'S LUTHERAN CHURCH
Council Minutes
December 9, 2019 - 6:00 p.m.
Roll Call:

Pastor Joe Johnson, Pastor Julie Johnson, Ryan Opdahl, Jason Lovas, Jena
Weller, Chris Redland, Cindy Dullum, Betty Meyer, Joy McSparron, Barb Hultin,
Beth Christianson – Melby, Joshua Opp

1.

Call to Order: Noting a quorum, Vice President Ryan called the meeting to order at
6:05 pm

2.

Devotions – Silent Devotion, self-reflection

3.

Confirmation of Agenda – Beth moved to accept the agenda as presented. Betty
seconded. All in favor, motion carried.

4.

Old Business –
a. Boiler Update – Tanks are full and things are running smoothly.
b. 2019 budget – Pastor Joe will continue Mission Moments.
c. 2020 budget – Barb moves to recommend the 2020 budget of $409,107, an increase
of 0.3%, to the congregation at the annual meeting. Betty seconded the motion. All in
favor, motion carried.

5.

New Business – Betty made a motion to appoint Les Hurt and Josh Opp to audit
the 2019 books. Jason seconded the motion. All in favor, motion carried.

6.

Pastor Joe’s Report –
The Wednesday after school elementary programs concluded for the season. We had good
attendance and thank you to all of the adult helpers. Confirmation and youth group will
continue until the end of April. The season of Advent is off to a good start. We started the
season with a Blessing of the Greens on Wednesday, December 4. This included a short
worship service, music, treats and decorating the church. On Wednesday, December 11 we
will have a hayride and Christmas Caroling. On Wednesday, December 18 we will have an
Advent worship service. We have again written an OSLC Advent Daily devotional. This
year’s theme is “20/20 Vision, Do You See What I See?” This publication serves as a daily
discipline but also as an invitation. I have also been busy in the community in a variety of
ways. This month I had 5 baptisms. I continue to stay busy with sermons, sermon prep,
bible studies, hospital, home, and nursing home visits and crisis care. I continue to serve on
the Eastern North Dakota Candidacy Committee. My doctorate work is going well as I have
completed my research and have completed a first draft of my thesis. I will defend my thesis
in April and if all goes well I will graduate in May. I will be conducting staff annual reviews in
the next three weeks. I will be attending my Doctorate of Ministry class at Luther Seminary
January 20-24th .

7.

Pastor Julie’s Report- November, 2019
Bible Studies: Tues. Mornings
Visitation: Care Center, FB/Message, Telephone & Text
Meetings: Synod Council; Mayville Conference Pastors November Gathering;
Giving Hearts Day Ambassadors
Services at Care Center & Kiwanis Apts.
3 Baptisms, 1 Committal Service
Hand Bell choir practices & performance Nov. 17
“Walking Together Sunday” pulpit exchange 2 services (rural Aneta & Aneta)
¼ time off week Nov. 25-Dec. 1; Sick with bronchitis (uffda)

Cont. Ed.: Rural Leadership ND in Bismarck
Community: “Murder in the Manor” TCHS event; Sanford Mayville Community Board
8.

Treasurer’s Report –Report was presented and reviewed. It was reported that
income exceeded expenses by $7,176 for the month of November 2019. For Year to date
expenses exceeding income $29,569. The balance of the Media Fund dedicated account is
$2,140. Beth made a motion to approve the Treasurer’s report. Barb seconded. All in favor,
motion carried.

9.

Deacons’ Report – Beth Christianson-Melby provided an update. Devotionals are available
to pick up at the church or download on the website.

10.

Trustees’ Report – Boiler is up and running.

11.

Committee Reports
a. Nominating committee – Pastor Joe and Darin Oanes started the process for
nominations.
a. Personnel - Pastor Joe recognized Nadia Robb’s service
b. Youth/Family - Give Kids the World 2020 registration & fundraising has started

12.

Secretary’s Report – Beth made a motion to approve the December minutes. Jason
seconded the motion. All in favor, motion carried.

13.

Announcements/Upcoming events:
th
 Sunday School Program December 15 at 10:30am
th
 Advent Worship December 18 at 6:30pm
 Christmas Eve Service @ Nursing Home 1:30pm
 Christmas Eve Services 3:30pm & 5:30pm – Communion at both services
th
 January 9 – Farewell for Bishop Terry Brandt

Next meeting: January 5, 2020 @ 11:45am
Adjournment: Meeting adjourned at 7:14pm

Our Savior’s Lutheran Church
Annual Meeting
on Sunday, January 26, 2020
following the 10:30am worship service

Midnight Stillness

Living Lutheran

DECEMBER 2, 2019

On Christmas Eve, there always comes a time when everything is finally still.
Once all the preparations and decorations, extra choir rehearsals and Christmas pageants, shopping and holiday parties have been completed, peace
descends.
For me, that time always came after the 11 p.m. candlelight service. After the
congregation went home, after I turned off the lights and locked the doors, as
my daughters and I drove home through the dark and quiet streets, I would then
settle into silence. Once home and after my husband and children went to bed,
I could continue in that Christmas Eve stillness and reflect on the mystery of
Advent and Christmas.

From the Presiding
Bishop Eaton

Advent—a season of expectation. God is up to something. We are urged to watch and wait. “Get you
up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good tidings; lift up your voice with strength, O Jerusalem,
herald of good tidings, lift it up, do not fear; say to the cities of Judah, ‘Here is your God!’” (Isaiah
40:9). “At midnight there was a shout, ‘Look! Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet him’”
(Matthew 25:6).
There are Advent calendars, with each opened window drawing one closer to Christmas. Advent
wreaths light the way. In Cleveland in the late ’50s and early ’60s, every child would rush home from
school to catch Mr. Jingeling on TV. (Trust me, every Clevelander of a certain age can sing the Mr.
Jingeling song.)
Advent is our time and is filled with longing—for peace, for a just world, for restored relationships, for
God. The Advent lessons from the prophet Isaiah are filled with the sorrow of exile and the persistent
hope that God still cares for God’s people and will bring about their return to Israel. We sing, “Come,
thou long expected Jesus, born to set thy people free; from our fears and sins release us; let us find
our rest in thee” (Evangelical Lutheran Worship, 254).
And come Jesus does, into our world and into our lives. For a brief time, generosity and goodwill
break out. We wish strangers a “Merry Christmas.” We even practice a little patience in traffic and
with relatives. Life is filled with possibility.
I think about all these things in the midnight stillness of Christmas Eve. I consider the miracle of the
incarnation—that God is ever faithful; that God is not far off but is Emmanuel, God with us; that in
Jesus the Divine set aside all glory in order to take on our nature and be truly glorified on the cross. A
helpless baby in a wooden manger, a broken man on a cross—these are the gifts of Christmas.
The Christmas carol declares that the angels’ announcement to the shepherds “came upon the midnight clear” (ELW, 282). All of creation became the land of the midnight Son. The good earth and all
its creatures, sun and moon, and stars and planets orbit in harmony around this center of love.
In the stillness, I think of another midnight—the Easter Vigil. It is the first celebration of the
resurrection. In the vigil these words of the Exsultet (Easter proclamation) are sung: “This is the night
when Christ, the Life, rose from the dead. The seal of the grave is broken and the morning of a new
creation breaks forth out of night.” All Advent expectations and longings are met and exceeded. The
ephemeral peace and hope we may feel at Christmas take substance and permanence. God’s
promise has been fulfilled.
There is a lot for the Christ child to do before the work on earth is done. Jesus will grow into
adulthood. He will teach and feed and heal. Jesus will suffer the betrayal of his friends and will die
that we might live. I think about this on Christmas Eve and pray, “Rest now, dear midnight Son.”

EASTERN NORTH DAKOTA SYNOD ELCA -- NEWS

December 3 -- It is with a heavy heart that we make the announcement that Bishop Terry Brandt
has resigned his position as Bishop. He has accepted an offer to serve as Vice President of
Advancement at Concordia College in Moorhead, MN. His last day serving as our Bishop will be
January 14, 2020. We wish him well and blessings on his new call to serve at Concordia College.
ALSO,
December 12 -- The Eastern North Dakota Synod Council is pleased to announce the appointment
of Rev. Larry Wohlrabe (former Bishop of the Northwest Minnesota Synod) as our Synod's Interim
Bishop. He will begin his service on January 15 and serve among us until the bishop-elect takes
office September 1, 2020.
Mark your calendar for Thursday, January 9th to celebrate Bishop Terry’s many years of service to
Eastern North Dakota Synod and wish him all the best on his next chapter of ministry with Concordia
College. There are two opportunities to celebrate and all are welcome to one, or both!

1) FAREWELL OPEN HOUSE - Come celebrate his

12 years of ministry to Eastern ND Synod

Join us to say thanks for all the years of ministry to Eastern North Dakota Synod and good luck to
Bishop Terry as he starts his new adventure with Concordia College.
Thursday, January 9th from 1pm - 3:30pm
At Olivet Lutheran Church, 1330 University Drive S, Fargo, ND 58103
 1pm: Service of Sending
 1:30-3:30pm: Open House
2) FAREWELL DINNER - CHEERS

TO THE YEARS!

A fundraiser dinner to benefit the ministries of Eastern
North Dakota Synod and thank Bishop Terry for his many
years of service. Tickets available:
https://cheerstotheyears.eventbrite.com

Thursday, January 9th from 6pm - 9pm
At Holiday Inn, 3803 13th Avenue S, Fargo, ND 58103
 6-6:45pm: social hour
 6:45pm: dinner & program
 open mic to follow
If you are unable to make either event
but would like to send a card:
Bishop Terry Brandt
c/o Eastern ND Synod
PO Box 2019
Fargo, ND 58107

WELCA
Our Savior’s WELCA met Thursday, December 4, 2019 with Marlene Oie presiding.
The meeting opened with the WELCA Purpose Statement. Thank You’s were read from Rape and
Abuse, and Cindy Doeden. The Treasurer’s report was reviewed and approved.
Old Business:

Reported that 72 Operation Christmas Child Shoeboxes were shipped. Thank you to Connie
Anderson for taking care of this.

Jamestown gifts are ready and Sylvia Hansen will see that they reach Jamestown Hospital.
New Business:

It was decided to sponsor two Radio Broadcasts in memory of Orville Nelson, Pastor Julie’s
father.

A Quilting date will be set later in January.

Decided there will be NO January WELCA Meeting

Circle #1 is still looking for someone to do the calling for cookies and workers for the concert.
The meeting was closed with Bible Study on Prayer by Pastor Joe. We believe there is power in
prayer. We were asked how to reach those who don’t already pray. Prayer is a way to prepare our
hearts for the arrival of Christ. There is no right or wrong way to pray.
Thank You’s were read and assignments were given.
We closed with a pot luck lunch.
________________________________________________________________________________

DECEMBER 2019 MEMORIAL REPORT
Thank you to all who gave memorials, Tammy Nelson, Memorial Secretary
Dedicated Memorial Accounts – General Account, Media Ministry (radio broadcast, etc.), Global
Missions, Building and Grounds, Capital Improvements, Youth Activities, National Youth Gathering/
Mission Trips, Christian Education (Sunday School, etc.), OSLC Choir, OSLC Bell Choir, OSLC
Bands, Parish Nurse, WELCA - Altar, Library, Kitchen; Scholarships (Bible Camps, etc.), Landscaping
Project, Sound System, OSLC Endowment Fund, Blanchard Endowment Fund

GENERAL FUND – In memory of Lucy Boeddeker Gadberry, given by M/M Dallas Boeddeker
OSLC BANDS – In memory of Orville Nelson, given by M/M Dave Nelson
PARISH NURSE – In memory of JoAnn Paintner, Leo Laube Sr., Ted Vigesaa, Nels Albin,
Marshall Weibye, Dean McInnes, Ida Morlock, Genevieve Vrem, Carol Easter Sharp and
Norbert Kleingartner, given by Eunice Morlock
MEDIA FUND – In memory of Marty Wergeland, given by M/M Bob Hertwig; in memory
of Orville Nelson, given by M/M Ed Olsen; in memory of Addie Ahlstrand, given by
M/M Glenn Holland and M/M Rodney Hamernik

GLOBAL MISSIONS
It seems that the violence and upheaval continues, now in respect to the reported return of the ex
president Bozize. I wonder what will go on if he really is there.?? I will enclose an article from Al
Jazeera relating to this report.
We will now be paying our missionary support to the Churchwide Global Missions. We are continuing
to support the Langdji’s who oversee the work of the church in West Africa. Our support is $2,000
per year. We also have the money raised in our year round efforts to help the people of CAR. We
did not send any in last year and have a substantial amount to dispense. I believe we have found a
way to support the efforts of Global Health Ministries, who operate the hospital in Gallo and send
large shipments of needed supplies, when they have the financial support to do so. I hope we have
a more up-to-date financial report for next month.
Remember the CAR and it’s people in your prayers and remember to support them when you
contribute during coffee hour or make a contribution to the special account for world missions at any
time you desire. We are so fortunate to live where we do and experience relative high standards of
living here in The Red Ricer Valley. That said despite the tough year we have had in this Farm
Community.
In His Service,
Sylvia Hansen
Global Missions Committee

Ex-CAR President Francois Bozize 'returns home' from exile
Al Jazeera, December 16, 2019

Former president's political party announces his return after six years,
says he will address countrymen in coming days.

Francois Bozize, the former president of the Central African Republic (CAR), has returned to the country more
than six years after he was forced from power and fled abroad, according to his party. "Francois Bozize has
definitely been in the capital of the CAR since yesterday," Bertin Bea, the secretary-general of Kwa na Kwa
party, told the AFP news agency on Monday. "These aren't just rumours, it's true."
Speaking at a news conference held at the party's headquarters, Bea said that "Bozize will address his fellow
countrymen" in the coming days. Meanwhile, government spokesman Maxime-Ange Kazagui dismissed the
claim about the 73-year-old's return to Bangui, according to the AFP, saying that the "announcement doesn't
seem credible".
The CAR has been rocked by violence since 2013 when a coalition of mainly Muslim armed groups known as
the Seleka overthrew Bozize - a former armed forces chief who had seized power 10 years earlier -prompting
reprisals from mostly Christian militia. Nearly a quarter of the country's 4.6 million people have fled their
homes due to the violence. After Bozize fled, Seleka leader Michel Djotodia proclaimed himself president.
Fierce fighting erupted between predominantly Christian and Muslim armed groups, prompting intervention by
France, the former colonial power, under a United Nations mandate.
A UN force, MINUSCA, was deployed and a presidential election was held, which ended with victory for former
Prime Minister Faustin-Archange Touadera. In February this year, the country made its eighth attempt at
sealing a lasting peace, with an agreement between Touadera's government and 14 rebel groups who control
most of the country's territory.
Bozize faces an international arrest warrant, initiated by the CAR in 2013, accusing him of "crimes against
humanity and incitement to genocide". His lawyers and supporters have persistently campaigned for the
government to allow him to return. They say it was his overthrow that ushered in one of the most violent
periods in the country's history. Monday's return claim came five days after a court in Bangui rejected a
request that a 2016 ban on airlines taking him back to the country be suspended. "Do not ask me how he
arrived" back in the CAR, Bea told reporters at the news conference.
The CAR is ranked second last, after Niger, on the 2018 UNDP's Human Development Index, which compares
longevity, education, and income per capita. Life expectancy is just 52.9 years.

NURSE’S NOTES

Brenda Stallman, RN, Parish Nurse

Free App Makes Caregiving a Little Easier
Credit: ALZHEIMER'S ASSOCIATION

A free app, CareZone, aims to make life a little easier for caregivers.
This handy tool can help caregivers:
1) Coordinate Care
From arranging medical appointments, to keeping care partners informed, care coordination can
be stressful and chaotic. This app provides a shared calendar that can be used to keep track of
appointments, assign tasks to people in the care circle, and ask for helpers. A journal is also
available to help caregivers stay up-to-date on appointments, test results, and other notes.
2) Manage Important Health Information
Between medication lists, health contacts, and personal documents, important health information is
difficult to keep organized and secure. CareZone helps keep all health information organized and
stored in a centralized place where family members can access an up-to-date medication list,
advanced care plans, and insurance information.
3) Track Medications
Whether you’re at the clinic or in an emergency, it can be difficult to remember what medications
and doses your loved one is taking. That’s why the app developers have added a medication
scanning tool, which makes it easier to create an instant and accurate med list.
Automatic reminders help remind caregivers when it’s time to take the medications and allows them
to track whether their loved one has taken their doses. The medication list is stored in the app and
can be printed or shared at any time.
4) Access Alzheimer’s Association Resources
CareZone helps caregivers find helpful Alzheimer’s Association resources designed to support
them. At the click of a button, you can instantly access the Alzheimer’s Association 24/7 Helpline,
as well as read educational materials on Alzheimer’s and care strategies.
Visit your app store to get the free CareZone app.

Text “ALZ” to 301-900-5050 to get the Alzheimer’s Association content in the app.
For this and other helpful caregiver tips, visit https://alz.org/help-support/caregiving

Our Savior’s Lutheran Church

Sr. High Summer Trip
2020
Who: Grades 9-12 (2019-2020 school year)
What: Missions Trip Serving Give Kids the World
Where: Hillsboro- Kissimmee, Florida
When: Monday, June 22 – Wednesday, July 1
Sign-up by WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 15
Give Kids The World Village (GKTW) is a non-profit, Make-A-Wish storybook resort in
Central Florida that provides unforgettable, cost-free vacations to children with lifethreatening illnesses and their families.
June 22
June 23
June 24
June 25
June 26
June 27
June 28
June 29
June 30
July 1

Hillsboro-Wisconsin Dells
Wisconsin Dells-Nashville
Nashville-Florida
Disney World
Give Kids the World (4:00-10:00)
Give Kids the World (4:00-10:00)
Give Kids the World (4:00-10:00)
Florida-Nashville
Nashville-Wisconsin Dells
Wisconsin Dells-Hillsboro

at Sign-up: $150 deposit to church office (check payable to OSLC)
Cost: $900
Payment Plan (Select One):
_____ Option 1: Pay $900 with registration
_____ Option 2: Pay $900 with payments
_____ Option 3: Partial Scholarship

Any Questions? Text Pastor Joe @ (701) 430-3787

What to look for in JANUARY:
January 1
January 2
January 5
January 8
January 19
January 26

Happy New Year’s Day!
NO WELCA in January
Council Meeting
Wednesday evening activities resume
OSLC Game Day
OSLC Annual Meeting

*End of year Committee Reports are due by January 5th, 2020
for the annual report book.

*NO W.O.W. BIBLE STUDY on J anuar y 6th. Uncertain at this time when we will resume,
so please watch for announcements.

Mark your February calendar now.
You won’t want to miss out on this day
of loving generosity!

STEWARDSHIP REPORT:

OSLC OFFERING STEWARDSHIP

2019 OFFERING RECEIVED

OUR SAVIOR’S LUTHERAN CHURCH

WORSHIP

ATTENDANCE

INCOME AND EXPENSES:

November 3

$4,791.00

8:30am
10:30am

78
135

2019 Income received through
Nov. 30: $306,228.87

November 10

$3,751.25

8:30am
10:30am

58
135

2019 Expenses through
Nov. 30: $337,393.15

November 17

$3,070.00

8:30am
10:30am

76
118

Income Less Expenses: -$31,164.28

November 24

$9,231.00

8:30am
10:30am

83
115

Nov. Direct Deposit

$6,064.24

If you would like to receive
the OSLC Steeple Talk
Newsletter via email,
send your request to:
cindy@oslchillsboro.com

November Total:
2019 Total

$26,907.49
$285,340.91

Like us on Facebook!
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church
Hillsboro

THANK YOU to everyone who helped put the January Steeple Talk Newsletter together.
The next Steeple Talk Volunteers day will be on Tuesday, January 28 at 9:00 a.m.
We are always looking for more volunteers, so please consider joining us!

Church Office Manager: Cindy Doeden
Church Office: 701-636-5701
Hours: M-F 9:00am-12:00pm; 1:00pm-3:00pm

2019 COUNCIL MEMBERS
President:

Mia Kozojed

430-1114

Jena Weller 701-388-6674

Secretary:

Ryan Opdahl 218-779-2658

Vice-President:
Treasurer:
Deacons:

Church Office email address: oslcelca@rrv.net
or cindy@oslchillsboro.com
Pastor Joe Johnson: cell—701-430-3787;
pastorjoe@oslchillsboro.com
Pastor Julie Johnson: cell—701-799-5206

Jason Lovas
Barb Hultin

371-1272
430-0748

430-2309

Beth Christianson-Melby

361-9990

Joy McSparron

436-6139

Betty Meyer

Trustees:

pastorjulie@oslchillsboro.com
Education Director: Amanda Johnson - 218-556-8895
Facilities Mgr: Danny Dougherty - 701-361-1206

866-3309

Cindy Dullum

430-0376

Jon Bertsch

Mark Merck 701-799-9340

OSLC Kitchen: 701-636-5705

Josh Opp

OSLC Website: www.oslchillsboro.com

471-7578

Chris Redland 218-784-8269

The OSLC Worship Service is broadcast live on
Sunday mornings at 9:30 a.m. on KMSR 1520 AM
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