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“The Mission of Our Savior’s Lutheran Church is
to be a place where Christ’s love is proclaimed as we welcome, worship, learn, and serve together.”

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,
I’m getting ready to pack my bags and strike out on a mission trip --- MISSION JAMAICA --March 10-17.
MISSION JAMAICA is a short-term “vacation with a purpose” mission experience which began
at St. Andrew’s Lutheran Church in Mahtomedi, MN, in 1990. Pastor Roger Eigenfeld felt a call
to develop an international mission program and through contacts in Jamaica found an opportunity. The first mission group went to Hope Valley Experimental School in Kingston, Jamaica,
with 19 missionaries. Since that time, over 35 other ELCA congregations and several colleges
from Minnesota as well as ND, SD, Iowa, Wisconsin, Georgia, North Carolina, and Illinois have
partnered with St. Andrew’s in this mission field. Participants continue to serve at Hope Valley
and at other sites which have been developed on the island. MISSION JAMAICA also works
with a program similar to Habitat for Humanity at various sites throughout Jamaica.
I’ll be going to Kingston and will have an opportunity to go to one or more of these three sites.
1) Hope Valley Experimental School. This is the first school in the Caribbean that incorporates
children with special needs into the classroom and serves over 900 students K-6th grades.
MISSION JAMAICA provides opportunities to do construction and maintenance projects at
school as well as classroom tutoring and student interaction during recess and gym.
2) Calalloo Mews Basic School. A Basic School in Jamaica is similar to a pre-school with
3-5 yr. olds. All children are required to attend Basic School. However, transportation, cost
of uniforms, and the inability to pay for lunch may cause parents to hold their children back.
MISSION JAMAICA provides opportunities to do maintenance, painting, some construction,
and have interaction with the children and teachers. Calalloo is a below-poverty community
of “squatters” set up by the Jamaican government and is located on the edge of Kingston in
an industrial area. Approximately 800 people live in this community. 80% have no running
water.
3) Earth Angel Breakfast Feeding Program. Provides a nutritious breakfast program for
students within the community and was extended to provide meals to the elderly and
shut-in population. Children served come from below-poverty level homes and have a very
difficult time learning due to hunger. MISSION JAMAICA provides opportunities to rise early
to prepare and distribute breakfast daily while interacting with the community serving 50150 children.
(continued on back)

Every participant in MISSION JAMAICA is asked to bring a 2nd suitcase filled with items for
these three sites to be used for the health and well being of children. Would you help me fill
this suitcase? It will be in the Courtyard until it is filled. A list of needed items will be posted
by the suitcase and in this
newsletter.
I’m looking forward to seeing
the face of Jesus in the faces of
so many children and sharing
Jesus’ love with them.
Pastor Julie

PASTORAL ACTS:
Baptism:

Brekken Ray Bertsch

Son of Jon and Katie Bertsch
Born: April 29, 2017, Fargo, North Dakota
Baptized: January 21, 2017
Godparents: Elyce and Brandon Griffith
Deaths:

Eunice “Mick” Hams

Born: December 18, 1938
Place of Birth: Halstad, Minnesota
Died: December 31, 2017
Funeral: January 5, 2018
Interment: Riverside Cemetery
Hillsboro, ND

Shawn Eugene Nysveen

Born: August 1, 1963
Place of Birth: Grand Forks, ND
Died: January 4, 2018
Funeral: January 9, 2018
Interment: Norway Cemetery
Rural Cummings, ND

Herbert T. Fleischer

Born: November 6, 1958
Place of Birth: Blanchard, ND
Died: January 6, 2018
Funeral: January 12, 2018
Interment: Hunter Cemetery
Hunter, ND

Ash Wednesday is
February 14, 2018
5:30 p.m. - Family Meal
(free will offering)
6:30 p.m. - Ash Wednesday Service
__________________________

There will be an All Committee Meeting on
Sunday, February 25 after the 10:30am
worship service. This meeting is for all
members on any committee in the church!

OUR SAVIOR'S LUTHERAN CHURCH
Council Minutes
January 14, 2018 - 11:45 a.m.
Roll Call:

Darin Oanes, Jason Lovas, Pastor Joe Johnson, Pastor Julie Johnson, Lisa
Munter, Betty Meyer, Barb Hultin, Brad Ydstie, Joy McSparron, Jon Bertsch

1. Call to Order: Noting a quorum, President Darin Oanes called the meeting to order at
11:45 a.m.
2. Devotions – Galatians 5: 22-26
3. Confirmation of Agenda – Jason Lovas moved to accept the agenda as amended.
Betty Meyer seconded. All in favor, motion carried.
4. Old Business –
a. Staff pay schedule- Joy McSparron moved to accept the recommended pay schedule
increases of 2% for support staff as moving forward. Brad Ydstie seconded. All in favor,
motion carried.
5. New Business –
a. Annual Meeting
b. Stewardship
c. Matthew 25 Project- Betty Meyer moved to approve the Matthew 25 project. Lisa Munter
seconded. All in favor, motion carried.

6. Pastor Joe’s Report –
The Advent and Christmas season was busy and exciting including participation in the
Community Christmas Concert, Christmas caroling, Advent Movie Nights, Youth Group, and
Christmas Eve services. I have conducted staff annual reviews and continue to be very blessed
to work with our staff. The personnel committee conducted my annual review and review of staff
and congregational ministries. We have continued to make preparations for Our Savior’s Ministry
Review, Lent, Easter, and summer ministries. We have 35 youth signed up for the ELCA
National Youth Gathering in Houston June 24-July 3. We will be fundraising and ask for prayer
support. My doctorate work continues to go well. I will be at Luther Seminary January 29February 2
7. Pastor Julie’s ReportAttended WELCA Christmas luncheon, OSLC staff Christmas party, & Sunday School Christmas
program; planned and led Blue Christmas service; hosted one Tuesday text study at Plummer
House and attended others in Mayville; took a week of vacation; had Sun., Dec. 31, off as part of
¼ off; continued mentoring Pastor John Miller in TEEM program, which included worship
planning for upcoming month; had monthly marathon pastors’ meeting with Pastor Joe; led
Tuesday morning Bible studies; led Thursday afternoon services at Care Center; pastoral visits
via phone, text, or in person; went to some BB games & worked at the Christmas Extravaganza
at the Plummer House.
Upcoming events/dates:
Sun., Jan. 21 – Ministry Review
Sun., Jan. 28 – Annual Meeting
8. Treasurer’s Report – Jason Lovas discussed the statement of income and expense by account

and dedicated accounts. He reported that expenses exceed income by $25,496 at the end of
December 2017. The balance of the sound system dedicated account is $0. The balance of the
Media Fund dedicated account is $1616. The complete treasurer’s report is always available
through the church office. Jon Bertsch moved to accept the Treasurer’s report. Brad Ydstie
seconded the motion. All in favor, motion carried.
9. Deacon’s Report 10. Trustees’ Report – Brad Ydstie provided an update regarding the plaster repairs.
11. Committee Reports
a. Nominating Committee- this year the council will be seeking a new Vice President and
Trustee.
b. Media- Jon Bertsch provided an update on the broadcasting equipment. He discussed the
need for consistent help with recording at the 8:30 service.
12. Secretary’s Report
a. Approval of minutes – January Minutes: Jason Lovas moves to accept the secretary’s report
as presented. Betty Meyer seconded. All in favor, motion carried.
13. Announcements/Upcoming events:
-Council would like to keep Beth Christianson-Melby in our thoughts and prayers as her mom has
passed.
-Council would also like to thank Darin Oanes for his service over the years.
Sun., Jan. 21 - Ministry Review
Sun., Jan. 28 - Annual Meeting
Mon., Feb. 5 - Church council at 7 p.m.
Sun., Feb. 25 - All Committee Meeting
14. Adjournment: Meeting adjourned at 12:55 p.m.

Sunday School and Wednesday Activities
February 7

- Last day of Wednesday activities for grades K-6th until
next fall.

March 25

-Sunday School Easter Program (Palm Sunday) at 10:30am
3 yr. olds--6th grade will meet at 9:30am to practice. There will
be a mandatory program practice the Saturday before (Mar. 24)
for children grades 4-6th from 9:30-11:30am.

April 18

-Last Wednesday of 7-9th grade Confirmation classes.

April 22

-Last day of Sunday school classes.

Living Lutheran
CHURCH SPEAK
DECEMBER 29, 2017
A colleague at the Lutheran Center related this story. An unchurched friend of hers
was visiting and noticed her Advent calendar. “What is Advent?” she asked. A
simple question. But my colleague soon discovered it wasn’t that easy to explain
Advent to someone who had never heard of it, but who also had no frame of
reference for it.
My colleague talked about a season of hope, longing and preparation, about the coming of the Christ
child. Noticing her friend’s puzzled look, she stopped short of talking about the eschatological and
hermeneutical possibilities presented by the season.
It’s not that my colleague lacks an understanding of Advent or isn’t herself a faithful person. Nor are
her communication skills deficient—she is wicked bright and funny, and relates well to people. No.
She had come face-to-face with the reality that a growing segment of our population has had little or
no connection with the church or any other religious tradition. They don’t speak our language. They
don’t know our stories. They don’t measure time the way we do—Advent, Christmas, Epiphany, Lent,
Holy Week, Easter, Pentecost. They literally don’t know what we are talking about.
You might have had a similar experience—not just an encounter with someone from another religious
tradition, but with someone with no religious tradition. How do we talk to them? How do we tell them
about the intimate, abiding, deep love that God has shown to us in Jesus? How do we even tell them
about Jesus? How do we explain Jesus and the incarnation, the crucifixion and the resurrection?
We know what we are talking about, but we can’t assume that others do. Many people don’t even
know that they need to know Jesus—or that the Jesus they think they know isn’t the Jesus they need
to know.
I once asked a group of our pastors and deacons to explain the gospel in a tweet without using the
words sin, grace or gospel. A tweet then was 140 characters—it’s now 280 characters, but I don’t
think that would make the assignment any easier.
Those of us (myself included) who have spent our lives in the church live in a kind of bubble. We do
speak the same language—church speak. We know what we mean, we understand key phrases and
metaphors. We know what makes sense to us. But for those who have either no experience with the
church or a painful one, we speak an unintelligible language.
So where do we start? I believe we should start from the conviction that Jesus has the words of
eternal life, that he is the way to truth and hope and life. Can we even explain that to ourselves? Do
we have the words that speak to our own hearts? Can we explain the Christian tradition to ourselves,
and do we believe it? When we are able to confess, live and breathe that we live, move and have our
being in God, we then need to find the language that speaks to those outside of the church bubble.
We can’t cede the public space to the popular culture or to a distortion of the Christian message. It’s
hard to take that both Harry Potter and the Marine Corps (I’m a huge fan of both) have a more
compelling exposition of the gospel (“It’s all about love, Harry”) or of koinonia (“Serving something
greater than themselves”). We are missionaries again. Without diluting the gospel or in any way
pandering for popularity, it falls to us to commend the faith within us clearly and genuinely.
I know we stake our lives on the truth of Jesus’ death and resurrection. This brings freedom and life to
us so we can invite others into God’s freedom and life.
A monthly message from the presiding bishop of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.
Her email address: bishop@elca.org.

WELCA
January 4, 2018 OSLC WELCA held their monthly meeting with Marlene Oie presiding.
A brief time of lunch and fellowship was enjoyed.
Pastor Julie’s Bible study was John 1:35-51 about John the Baptist and after Jesus baptism. John
had baptized many but pointed to Jesus and declared “Look, here is the Lamb of God!” Some who
followed Him became his disciples. Our call is to also point others to Jesus. It is not our duty to
convert people but point to Jesus and make Him known.
Marlene called the business meeting to order and the WELCA Purpose Statement was read.
Thank you letters and notes were read from Traill County Social Services, Northland Rescue Mission,
ELCA, Women of ELCA, Sanford Health Foundation, ND State Hospital Volunteer Services, Great
Plains Food Bank, and Cindy Doeden.
The Treasurer’s report was reviewed, discussed and approved.
Business:
1) Elaine Laxdal reported the Altar Committee is checking on the condition and cost for altar items
that may need replacement or cleaning.
2) Quilting begins January 8 with an encouragement to attend Mondays from 9 am to 4 pm. Bring a
sack lunch. Not everyone is able to work the whole time but welcome for whatever time you have.
3) The coffee time between church services discussed and waiting for word from church council
regarding responsibility for serving.
4) Marked containers are available for education labels, stamps, eyeglasses and can tabs and are
located on entry shelf and hallway to basement dining room.
5) A sheet of daily prayers from ELCA was distributed regarding Human Trafficking. This includes
prayers from January 11 through Super Bowl weekend when it becomes an increased problem.
Marlene thanked the ladies who served lunch today and those who delivered meals and served the
Care Center birthday party in Dec.
Assignments were given, the offering received and we closed with praying the Lord’s Prayer together.
Next WELCA meeting - February 1 @ 10:00 am.
Secretary, Elaine Evenson

OSLC FEBRUARY LIBRARY BOOKS - the library is located in the
fellowship hall and books are available to check-out at all times.
The Undoing of Saint Silvanus by Beth Moore
The Inheritance by Michael Phillips
The Secret of Pembrooke Park by Julie Klassen
Newton and Polly by Jody Hedlund
Where Courage Calls by Janette Oke
Where Trust Lies by Janette Oke
Where Hope Prevails by Janette Oke

NURSE’S NOTES
Brenda Stallman, RN, Parish Nurse

High Blood Pressure Quiz
February is Heart Health Month. Knowing your blood pressure, cholesterol, and lipid levels are
important in keeping your heart healthy while avoiding risk of heart attack and/or stroke.
Take the following American Heart Association quiz to determine your knowledge of
blood pressure facts.
1. Which of the following is the most desirable blood pressure reading?
a. 130/90
b. 180/110
c. 140/80
d. Lower than 120/80
The correct answer is d.
Lower than 120/80 mm Hg is the most desirable reading in this list. The American Heart Association
recommends this as optimal. High blood pressure puts you at higher risk for stroke, heart attack,
and other complications. Your health is your responsibility, so make sure you know your numbers!
2. The main cause of high blood pressure is:
a. Stress
b. Obesity
c. Unknown
d. Aging
The correct answer is c.
Even though doctors rarely know what causes high blood pressure, you can take steps to control it.
If lifestyle changes don’t get your blood pressure down to a normal level, your healthcare provider
may prescribe medication.
3. Which of the following groups has the highest rate of high blood pressure?
a. Caucasian
b. African American
c. Hispanic
d. Asian/Pacific Islander
The correct answer is b.
The rate of high blood pressure in African Americans in the U.S. is among the highest in the world.
High blood pressure tends to be more common, happens at an earlier age, and is more severe for
many African Americans.
(continued on back)

4. High blood pressure medicine is usually prescribed to be taken:
a. Under stressful situations
b. As a lifetime way to manage high blood pressure
c. When activities require physical exertion
d. Whenever a patient feels bad
The correct answer is b.
Blood pressure medication is a way to manage high blood pressure and is taken every day – not just
under certain “conditions”. Managing blood pressure is a lifelong commitment. Always follow your
healthcare provider’s advice.
5. I know my blood pressure numbers and what to do to keep my blood pressure in a
healthy range.
a. True
b. False
If you answered True, keep up the good work! If you answered False, then it’s not too late to learn.
Follow the link at the end of this quiz to see what you can do today to be on the path to healthy blood
pressure. Your choices make a big difference!
http://www.heart.org
________________________________________________________________________________

JANUARY 2018 MEMORIAL REPORT
Thank you to all who gave memorials, Tammy Nelson, Memorial Secretary
Dedicated Memorial Accounts – General Account, Media Ministry (radio broadcast, etc.), Global
Missions, Building and Grounds, Capital Improvements, Youth Activities, National Youth Gathering/
Mission Trips, Christian Education (Sunday School, etc.), OSLC Choir, OSLC Bell Choir, OSLC Bands,
Parish Nurse, WELCA - Altar, Library, Kitchen; Scholarships (Bible Camps, etc.), Landscaping Project, OSLC Endowment Fund, Blanchard Endowment Fund

GENERAL FUND – In memory of Verona Bohm, given by M/M Dallas Boeddeker; in memory of
Mick Hams, given by M/M Dallas Boeddeker; in memory of Shawn Nysveen, given by Sandra Moen,
Lorna Nysveen; in memory of Herb Fleischer, given by Sandra Moen, M/M Ron Gadberry, M/M
Dallas Boeddeker; in memory of Barbara Litsey, Ina Veil, Colleen Erickson, Jodi Retzlaff, Roger
Bakken, Bill Juelson, Gary Cowdrey, Lowell McCarthy, given by Eunice Morlock

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION – In memory of Mick Hams, given by Clarice Satrom
OSLC CHOIR - In memory of Mick Hams, given by Blenda Gilbertson, M/M Lynn Foss, Arlene
Eisenbeis, M/M Ray Foss; in memory of Herb Fleischer, given by M/M Ray Foss
MEDIA FUND – In memory of Robert Gisvold, given by M/M Jim Schill, Sandra M. Johnson; in
memory of Shawn Nysveen, given by Naomi Borke; in memory of Gene and Billie Nink, given by
M/M Edwin Olsen; in memory of Herb Fleischer, given by M/M Robert Hertwig, M/M Glenn
Holland; in memory of Mick Hams, given by M/M Robert Hertwig, Devonne Wright, M/M Herman
DeLeon, Robert Tweten, M/M Edwin Olsen
GLOBAL MISSIONS - In memory of Mick Hams, Maria Stasch, Shawn Nysveen, Herb Fleischer,
given by Bonnie Spicer and Charles Belanus

Global Missions
MISSION JAMAICA “IN-A-SUITCASE” COLLECTION
Going with Pastor Julie on March 10th- every participant in MISSION
JAMAICA is asked to bring a 2nd suitcase filled with items for the three
sites: Hope Valley Experimental School, Calalloo Mews Basic School, and
Earth Angel, to be used for the health and well being of children. Would
you help fill this suitcase? The suitcase will be in the Our Savior’s Church
Courtyard until it is filled. (New items please, not used)
Here is a list of needed items:
Calalloo Mews Basic School - Age 2-5 VBS - simple crafts, story and music, preschool supplies
(crayons, pencils, white boards, washable and white board markers, permanent markers,
construction paper), purple socks, girls’ and boys’ black shoes
Calalloo Mews Community - Bibles (King James Version), Household items: pans, set of 6 bowls/
plates/cups/silverware, dishtowels, dishrags, towels and wash cloths, bar soap, toothbrush,
toothpaste, deodorant, flat sheets (single and double), underwear (child sz 4 to adult Lg),
camisoles (girls, women), baby bottles, nipples, bottle brushes
Construction - paint brushes, 6x8 heavy (blue) tarps, work gloves, paint roller pads, tape measurers, carpenter pencils, nail pouches, tapcon drill bits (5/32 and 3/16), Philips screwdriver bits
and holders for a cordless Dewalt drill
Earth Angel - dishrags, hand towels, garbage bags (tall or Lg.), re-sealable containers, baggies
Hope Valley Experimental School - simple music instruments (recorders, tambourines, drums,
triangles, bells) with simple music, toiletry bags for needy students (toothbrush, toothpaste,
deodorant, soap, washcloth), school supplies, backpacks
_____________________________________________________________________________

African Water Log
January 25, 2018

(Joe and Deborah are missionaries living in Arusha, Tanzania, where they are the East Africa Regional
Representatives for the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America and work in Tanzania, Kenya, South Sudan,
and Uganda. Their daughter, Christa, is a sophomore at the University of Southern California.)
HAPPY NEW YEAR!
For our January blog, we would like to give a glimpse of some of the many things we did in 2017 as ELCA East
Africa Regional Representatives. Part of our work involves visiting our partners here in East Africa, encouraging
them in their work, and reporting back to Global Mission and our supporting churches about the great things
happening here on the ground.
We had visited Bishop Mameo of Morogoro before, but in October it was time for another visit. A Maasai by
birth, Bishop Mameo’s family tradition includes raising large herds of cattle. Sometimes cattle are exchanged
for a bride in this culture, often leading to early marriage, so that the girl’s father can increase his herd.

This usually means an end to the girl’s education. Bishop
Mameo stands up against this tradition. We love this poster
that he keeps in his office! Deborah had the chance to chat
with him about the ELCA’s International Women’s Scholarship
Program, which sends young women from our partner churches to four-year Lutheran Colleges in the U.S. Bishop Mameo
is hoping that a couple of young women from his diocese may
benefit from this scholarship, and he is encouraging good
candidates from his diocese to apply.
In November Lake Tanganyika Diocese in southwestern
Tanzania was on our agenda. This is a new diocese without
many outside partners. ELCA-Global Mission has supported
the Women’s Ministry of this new diocese, enabling them to
purchase a farm that will serve as a place to grow vegetables
and develop bee-keeping. Women of the diocese proudly
display their products for sale: baskets, beadwork, fabrics,
home-made bread, and honey. Funds go to promote the
Women’s Ministry and to assist community members in need.
Another part of our work is helping and encouraging our fellow
ELCA missionaries in East Africa. In March, colleagues Dr.
Steve and Bethany Friberg celebrated the inauguration of a
new Women’s Center in Ketumbeine, where Dr. Steve serves
eleven rural clinics. Bethany has worked with the women of
their village for twenty years now to develop a bead-making project. Sales from the project have enabled over
fifty children to attend school—some even have graduated from college! The money has also helped the
women buy goats and other livestock, so that they can earn some extra cash from the goats’ milk or sale of
its offspring. This raises the standard of living for the whole family.
In September we were blessed by the visit of thirteen people from ELCA Mission Advancement: nine ELCA
church leaders and four ELCA staff members. They were touring ELCA-sponsored projects in Tanzania and
Rwanda. We helped organize their visit, and assisted in making some videos showing the work of several
ELCA missionaries and local partners. They visited the Headquarters of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
Tanzania, and met its leaders.
Finally, perhaps the biggest project in our region was
completed and inaugurated this past November 16: The
Reconciliation Lutheran Center in Juba, South Sudan.
This beautiful center includes a sanctuary for worship,
office space, classrooms, and a clinic. The project has
brought together people from several of South Sudan’s
warring ethnic groups. Together we worshiped in peace
as the center was dedicated. A special t-shirt was made
for the celebration, and people danced in the street
before enjoying a huge meal together.
So maybe this gives you a taste of what we did in 2017.
We thank all of you for your continued support and
prayers that made all of this, and much more, possible.
Joe and Deborah Troester

What to look for in FEBRUARY:
February 1
February 5
February 14
February 20
February 25
February 27

WELCA Meeting
Council Meeting
Ash Wednesday
GIFT Book Club
All Committee Meeting
Steeple Talk Volunteers

Bishop Brandt is Traveling around the Synod!
Join him for a time of fellowship and conversation
at a location near you.
All are welcome!
February 5: First Lutheran - Hunter
7pm – Coffee and Conversation
224 2nd St W, Hunter

February 6: Calvary Lutheran – Grand Forks
7pm – Coffee and Conversation
1405 9th St S, Grand Forks
February 8: Synod Office – Fargo
11:30-1:30: “Dishin with the Bish” Hot Dish
Lunch
3911 20th Ave S (LSS of ND building)
Come join Bishop Brandt to celebrate Giving
Hearts Day! Enjoy a hearty dose of Tator Tot
Hotdish and enjoy fellowship with colleagues
and friends from around the community!
Freewill Offering.

THANK YOU to everyone who helped put the
FEBRUARY Steeple Talk together.
The next Steeple Talk Volunteers day will be
Tuesday, February 27 at 9:00 a.m.

We are always looking for more volunteers, so please consider joining us!

Anyone and Everyone can
receive the Steeple Talk
Newsletter via email!
Send your request to:
cindy@oslchillsboro.com
and I will get you on our
emailing list.

QUILTING for Lutheran World Relief, as well as other more local

charities, takes place on MONDAYS from 9am to 4pm. Come for any or
all of the hours every Monday during January through March. Bring a
lunch and something for sharing at coffee time. There are numerous
jobs that can be done by anyone willing to try it. It is a great time of
fellowship for a great cause - HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE!
Special Note: The WELCA quilting group has been at work! Some
quilts have been finished and many more will hopefully be made over
the next weeks. We will try to share with you a sample of the quilts, by
placing them around Our Savior’s Church to view and enjoy.

ALL MUSIC MONDAYS!
OSLC Choir from 6:30-7:15pm in the Choir Room and

OSLC Bell Choir in the Sanctuary from 7:30-8:30pm. All are welcome!
Linda Hawn, Director

The GIFT Book Club (Growing in Faith Together)
will meet on Tuesday, February 20, at 7pm, OSLC 2nd floor Lounge.
The February book is “Go Set a Watchman” by Harper Lee. Each person is
responsible for securing their own copy of the book to read. Also, books
will be selected for the upcoming months. All are welcome; even if you
haven’t read the book. Contact Pastor Julie if you have any questions.

Giving Hearts Day is J UST around the cor ner and the Easter n Nor th Dakota Synod is
excited to participate again! We have set a bold goal of raising $50,000 in one day! The dollars
raised will be used to creatively respond to timely, important ministry beyond our mission plan.
Help us fuel our synod’s mission to “live in love as we equip, challenge and serve God’s
people” by making a gift on Giving Hearts Day, Thursday, February 8.
Donate online at www.givingheartsday.org and select Eastern North Dakota Synod.
All donations of $10 or more will be matched, up to $20,000. We are the living, breathing,
heartbeat of Jesus Christ in the world today.

An In-Depth Look at Revelation
With Dr. Craig Koester
School for Lay Ministry with Craig Koester, EaND Synod
Saturday, March 3, 2018 from 10:00am to 4:00pm
at Olivet Lutheran Church, 1330 S University Dr, Fargo, ND
Cost is $50, Register online at eandsynod.org
Dr. Craig Koester received a B.A. from Saint Olaf College, an M.Div.
from Luther Theological Seminary, and a Ph.D. from Union Theological Seminary in New York. He served as a parish pastor for several
years in Princeton, Minnesota, and joined the faculty of Luther
Seminary in 1986. He was appointed to the Asher O. and Carrie
Nasby chair of New Testament Studies in 2012.
Led by Dr. Koester, we will explore many of the most important
passages in the book of Revelation. Together we will hear again the
book's compelling witness to God the Creator and Christ the Lamb.
"Revelation is a remarkable book that continues to challenge and
encourage us in surprising ways." ~Dr. Koester

World Day of Prayer ~ Friday, March 2, 2018 ~ is a global
ecumenical movement led by Christian women who welcome
you to join in prayer and action for peace and justice.
“All God's Creation is Very Good!”
(Program written by the World Day of Prayer Committee of Suriname for WDP 2018)

Genesis 1:1-31
As in the beginning, God created from chaos. But everything that was created found its place in
creation. All were related to each other – the earth with the light, the waters with the sky, the tree
seeds with the living creatures, and the humankind with God. None could exist without the other,
and the source of all was God.
There was goodness in that integrated system of relationships. But essential to that was the
commitment to care. And we know that we are failing!
Women from Suriname lift up their voices to remind us that we are caretakers of God’s creation!
They are bringing to our attention the urgent need for caring at a time when more than 180 countries
have signed the Paris Agreement on Climate Change. A commitment to keep the earth cooler
depends on public policies implemented by governments, but also on our personal lifestyle.
As one of our Guiding Principles affirms “prayer is rooted in listening to God and to one another.”
Through the worship service, we listen to the multicultural and multi-ethnic people of Suriname. They
take us to their communities and through their concerns. History is before our eyes! The flora and
fauna are remarkable! The everyday life is weaved into the prayers. How good is God’s creation?
That is the question to meditate and respond to with a personal commitment to care for creation. But
it can also be an opportunity for the WDP motto “Informed prayer and prayerful action” to be affirmed
in the community. What is it that we, as the WDP movement, can do to keep God’s creation good?

REDUCE, REUSE, RECYCLE!

“The mission of Our Savior’s Lutheran Church
is to be a place where Christ’s love is proclaimed
as we welcome, worship, learn, and
serve together.”
Church Office: 636-5701
Hours: M-F 9:00am-12:00pm; 1:00pm-3:00pm
Pastor Joe Johnson: cell—701-430-3787;
pastorjoe@oslchillsboro.com
Pastor Julie Johnson: cell—701-799-5206
pastorjulie@oslchillsboro.com
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Church website: www.oslchillsboro.com

OSLC Worship Service broadcast live on Sunday
mornings at 8:30am on
KMAV 105.5 FM and KMSR 1520 AM

430-0376

Jon Bertsch

636-4085

Brad Ydstie

Chris Redland 218-784-8269
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