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Future and Hope
11

For I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord, plans for good and not for harm,
to give you a future with hope.
Jeremiah 29:11

For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven. For us, the
seasons are changing. Winter becomes spring. Spring turns to summer. The fields are getting
planted, the landscape turns green and we experience the new life of the new season.
Church is also experiencing the changing of seasons. Sunday School, confirmation and youth
group have concluded for the school year and on Sunday, May 16th we will recognize our
graduating seniors.
This group of seniors have been active in faith. They have participated in Sunday School, VBS,
Sync & Swim, Bible camp, Castaway, confirmation and youth group. They have been on
missions trips to Houston, TX and Denver, CO. This summer, many of them are going on the
Senior High Missions trip to Duluth, MN. For these seniors, one chapter of their life is ending,
and a new chapter is about to be told.
Do you remember what it was like to be 18 or 19 years old with one chapter of your life
ending and the next chapter about to begin? For all of us, like our graduating seniors, seasons
are changing and something new is about to happen. God is doing something new. Seasons
are changing. Life is changing.

Change is not always easy. Yet, in these changing of seasons we turn
to God. We trust in God’s plan, a plan for good, to give you a future
and a hope! Congratulations to all of our graduating seniors! We will
continue to walk together in faith through every season, and
every matter under heaven!
Blessings,
Pastor Joe

PASTORAL ACTS:
Deaths:

Benjamin “Ben” Miller
Born: January 3, 1978
Place of Birth: Tioga, ND
Died: April 11, 2021
Funeral: April 17, 2021 at OSLC
Interment: Riverside Cemetery
Hillsboro, ND

Tammy Jo Wellman
Born: February 5, 1967
Place of Birth: Ada, MN
Died: April 9, 2021
Funeral: April 19, 2021 at OSLC

May 9th

NEW MEMBER WELCOME SUNDAY
Postponed to MAY 9, 2021 at the 10:30am worship service. If you or
someone you know is interested in becoming a member at Our
Savior’s, please call (636-5701) or email (cindy@oslchillsboro.com) or
talk to Pastor Joe (701-430-3787).

OSLC SENIOR RECOGNITION SUNDAY
CONGRATULATIONS!! We want to celebrate, acknowledge,
and bless all of Our Savior’s graduating high school seniors on
Sunday, May 16th at the 10:30 a.m. worship service.

OSLC Seniors include: Kaitlin Anderson, Dylan Bye, Kollin Eberhardt, Greggy
Garza, Devin Hankel, Sydney Hennings, Cody Huot, Hannah Luithle, Hanna
Magnuson, Tatum Miller, Molly Porter, Samuel Preston, Anna Spokely, Jensyn
Zink, Sydney Owens, Isaac Dearinger, Morgan Chandler, Adrian Valdez, Korina
Holte
(Seniors: Please submit a picture of yourself to the church office by May 9th for the power point presentation
(cindy@oslchillsboro.com). Your Sunday school, VBS, and youth retreat class photos are also welcomed!

LEGO: LET GOD - 1 PETER 5:7
Vacation Bible School will be held Tuesday, June 1 through Thursday, June 3
this year from 9am-2pm for children going into 1st – 5th grades and Junior
Leaders (6-7 gr.). Please bring a (labeled) sack lunch and a drink/water
bottle each day.


Pre-School children ages 3 through going into Kindergarten will have VBS on June 2 & 3 only
from 9-11am.



Thursday, June 3 at 6pm a meal of Hot Dogs and Ice Cream will be served for everyone
followed by a short VBS program at 6:30pm.



Registration forms are available in the courtyard and online at oslchillsboro.com and are due
by May 1st along with $10 to ensure your child gets a t-shirt.

Questions: Contact Amanda Johnson @ 218-556-8895

OUR SAVIOR'S LUTHERAN CHURCH
Council Minutes
April 11, 2021 at 11:30 am
Members Present – Pastor Joe Johnson, Ryan Opdahl, Joshua Opp, Amy Foss, Jason Lovas,
Beth Christianson-Melby, Krista Longthorne, Daniel Nelson, Trevor Kittelson and Benjamin Strand
1. Call to Order – Noting a quorum, President Ryan called the meeting to order at 11:33 am.
2. Devotions – I Corinthians 12
3. Confirmation of Agenda – Jason moved to accept the agenda as amended. Trevor seconded.
All in favor, motion carried.

4. Old Business
a. Summer Day Camp – The lease agreement, including insurance requirements, is being
worked out with John Juelson offering his services free of charge. Dera has stated that
enrollment is going well and is close to full. Dera is working on scheduling and additional
ideas for programming.
b. COVID Precautions – Trevor moved to eliminate the mask requirement effective May 30,
2021. Jason seconded. Vote was against, motion failed. Issue tabled until May meeting to
gather more information. Dan made a motion to remove the ropes from the pews but still
encourage social distancing effective May 9, 2021. Ben seconded. All in favor, motion
carried.
5. New Business – none

6. Pastor Joe’s Report – The month has been busy with visitations, crisis care, pre-marriage
planning, Lent and Holy Week. Our Lenten theme “Open Doors” went well. Palm Sunday was
busy with worship at 8:30 a.m., the Sunday School shadow play at 10:30. We had Maundy
Thursday worship at 6:30 p.m. and celebrated First Communion for 5th graders and had a Last
Supper Reenactment. We had Good Friday Tenebrae worship at 6:30 p.m. On Easter Sunday
we worshiped with traditional worship at 7:30 and 9:30 a.m. and had a contemporary worship
service at 11:00. I have continued to be active in the community volunteer coaching, attending
and supporting athletics and art and writing a newspaper article in the Banner. We are planning
for a busy summer with Vacation Bible School, Sr. High Summer Trip, Sync & Swim Retreat,
summer worship and bible studies. I am also officiating eight weddings.
7. Treasurer’s Report – Report was presented and reviewed. It was reported that income
exceeded expenses by $26,291 for the month of March 2021. Year to date income exceeded
expenses by $23,230. The balance of the Media Fund dedicated account is $8,500. Beth moved
to accept the treasurer’s report as presented. Josh seconded. All in favor, motion carried.
8. Deacons’ Report – Beth reported that additional communion kits were ordered including gluten
free elements. They are working on planning a summer schedule.
9. Trustees’ Report – It was reported that we are waiting on repairs for the windows and the
switch for the outside lights. The lawn mower deck for the tractor has been purchased. The bells
are working properly and discussed the proper way to ring them. The chimes have also been
fixed and are working on the music and adjusting the volume so they can be heard. Dera has
requested a time be set up to walk through the parsonage and set up a check in and check out
schedule for her summer day camp.

10. Committee Reports
a. New Member – New Member Sunday is scheduled for April 18, 2021 (Postponed to
May 9, 2021)
11. Secretary’s Report – Josh made a motion to approve the March 7, 2021 minutes as presented.
Jason seconded. All in favor, motion carried. The minutes from today’s meeting will be emailed to
be reviewed and approved at the next meeting.
Next meeting – Wednesday, May 5, 2021 at 6:30 pm in the chapel
Adjournment – Meeting adjourned at 1:00 pm

Sunday, May 30th we begin the summer schedule at Our Savior’s with one worship
service at 9:30 a.m. and coffee/fellowship at 10:30 a.m.

May 31, 2021
(Church office will be closed.)

Naomi Borke is pictured holding the Our Savior’s
Lutheran Church Century Club plaque.
Naomi turned 100 years old on February 26th.

Living Lutheran

Redeemed, Reconciled and United
APRIL 9, 2021

Twice in the Gospels there is a story about a woman anointing Jesus with pure
nard, one in Mark and one in John. In Mark, an unnamed woman comes to Jesus
and anoints his head. In John, it’s Mary of Bethany, the sister of Martha and
Lazarus, who anoints Jesus’ feet. In both Gospels the anointing happens just days
before the crucifixion. In both stories the disciples criticize the women for their
wanton extravagance. In both stories Jesus defends the women and declares that
they have anointed his body for burial.

From the Presiding

Bishop Eaton
This is a very human Jesus facing his impending death and pausing in the midst of
all the turmoil to be ministered to so tenderly. Jesus is with his friends sharing a
meal in their warm company. Soon his head and feet would be pierced by thorns and nails. But in these
moments, his head and hands are soothed. In John we hear the house was filled with the fragrance of
the perfume (12:3).

Not long before this, Jesus had raised Lazarus from the dead. Impatient Martha ran to meet Jesus and
chided him for not coming sooner. When Jesus commanded that the stone be rolled away from the
tomb, Martha cautioned, “Lord, already there is a stench, because he has been dead four days” (John
11:39). Quite a different fragrance.
Not long after Jesus was anointed with the pure nard, he would gather with his disciples to eat the
Passover. Dear friends, good food and wine, and the remembrance of not only the spiritual struggle for
freedom but of the physical experience of oppression and violence against their own bodies in Egypt.
The bread and wine of that supper fed and warmed the bodies of the disciples.
I had a colleague who once said that our lack of awareness of our spiritual hunger—distracted as we are
by all the cares of life—is like someone not even realizing that she was hungry until she smelled baking
bread. Stephen Bouman, former executive director of the Domestic Mission unit, remembers as a child
that when his parents came back from receiving communion, they smelled different—certainly the wine,
but also a fragrance of life.
All of this points to creatureliness—Jesus’ and ours. In significant and sometimes disastrous ways, we
have separated ourselves from the creation and the Creator. Adam was formed from Adamah, the dust
of the earth. Adam was the earth creature. We are earth creatures.
At the beginning of Lent we heard: “Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return.” Too
often in Western thought the material, created world has been deemed inferior to the spiritual—as if God
would divorce God’s self from the universe God created in love. “Caring for Creation: Vision, Hope, and
Justice,” the 1993 ELCA social statement, acknowledges humanity’s separation from God and from the
rest of creation as a central cause of the environmental crisis. Can we return home to God, the creation
and ourselves?
Just before his crucifixion Jesus said to his disciples: “Unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and
dies, it remains just a single grain; but if it dies, it bears much fruit” (John 12:24). It falls into the earth,
the created earth. God keeps creating.
Back to nard. Nard was rare and expensive. It was also pungent. It has been described as earthy,
woody, dank, musty. In short, it smelled like the earth. And it was strong. The account in John says
that the fragrance filled the room. It’s likely that that fragrance clung to Jesus’ body on the cross and in
the tomb. Here was the complete accomplishment of the Incarnation—the earth creature of Eden is
redeemed by the earth creature of Calvary, Emmanuel, God with us. All of creation is reconciled.
This April we celebrate Easter and observe Earth Day. Heaven and earth meet—redeemed, reconciled
and reunited in the beauty of the Creator’s loving handiwork.

APRIL 2021 MEMORIAL REPORT
Thank You to all who gave memorials—Tammy Nelson, Memorial Secretary

Dedicated Memorial Accounts: General Account, Media Ministry (radio broadcast, etc.), Global
Missions, Building and Grounds, Capital Improvements, Youth Activities, National Youth Gathering/
Mission Trips, Christian Education (Sunday School, etc.), OSLC Choir, OSLC Bell Choir, OSLC
Bands, Parish Nurse, WELCA / WELCA: Altar, Library or Kitchen, Scholarships (Bible Camps, etc.),
OSLC Endowment Fund, Blanchard Endowment Fund

MEDIA FUND - In memory of Ben Miller, given by Jon Bertsch
GENERAL FUND - In memory of Don Bjorklund, given by Eunice Morlock, M/M Lynn Foss; in
memory of Joan Anderson, Elizabeth Nelson, Charles Richter, Jerome Bakken, Gary Brend and
Tammy Wellman, given by Eunice Morlock
The April 18, 2021 RADIO BROADCAST was given in loving memory of Ken, Mark, and Sophia Fossum
by Sandy & Fred, Paul & Cayle, Krista & Rob, Molly & Paul and families.

WELCA:
Circle #4 has Meal Delivery in May: May 24-28
No WELCA meetings until further notice.




THANK YOU! to all that responded to the WELCA letter that was sent out. Your contributions
make it possible to continue with all the great work WELCA does.
The Mission Action Committee of WELCA has been working hard to dispense quilts, which have
been displayed in the church building. Now they will be displaying samples of the kits assembled to
send to Lutheran World Relief. Look around to see them as you enter or depart the church building.


Fabric kits- used to teach sewing to men and women, who can use this as a source of income for their
families. These are used in vocational training programs. Two 3 yard pieces of fabric, spools of thread.



Baby Care Kits- Provides the basics for the family to care for a newborn. Clothing, blankets, cloth
diapers, towel, bars of soap.



Personal Care Kits- For families arriving in a refugee camp or other place of safety, the kits provide
much needed items to combat the dirtiness from travel. A bath towel, bars of soap, toothbrush, comb
and nail clipper.



School Kits- Include notebooks, ruler, pencil sharpener, scissors, unsharpened pencils, ballpoint pens,
crayons, eraser along with a schoolbag to use daily for school. We do these in the fall.

W.O.W. Bible Study resumed meeting on April 26th with a new study on “Forgiving What You
Can’t Forget” by Lysa Terkeurst. Forgiveness is not made possible by our determination.
Forgiveness is made possible with what God has already done for us.
W.O.W. Bible Study meets on Mondays at 9 AM in the OSLC 2nd floor lounge.
All women are welcome!

I have had lots of news about CAR to read this month. Most of the
news is of violence and unrest along with people being displaced and
needing humanitarian aid. On March 30, President Touadera took the
oath of office after a violence filled election and the rebel groups
protesting the outcome. Some believe that the inauguration ceremony
is a giant step towards stabilizing the country. It is also noted that the
inauguration ceremony came days after a former leader Bozize took
over the helm of the rebel alliance, Coalition of Patriots for Change
(CPC). This is Mr. Touadera’s second 5 year term in office, in a country
that has witnessed continued civil wars since 1913. Fighting has killed thousands and displaced over
500,000 people. Since he took office, nothing seems to be moving toward the positive, as the country
seems to be facing more challenges, despite his efforts to reconstruct the army, increase educational
standards, care for women and children and pay civil servant more regularly. The heavy reliance on
Russian military “advisers” and supplying of military equipment has put CAR into a position of needing
to “payback” the Russians with some of their natural resources, such as diamonds and gold.

We continue to receive no information as to if any of the groups we supported in the past are
operating. It has been reported by news sources that, at least half the children are not in school
and that some school buildings have been taken over by rebels and used as headquarters in rural
areas. Experts say that CAR has yet to develop a plan and design a form of justice focused on the
immediate needs of the victims, most of whom have no home and are malnourished. Being one of the
poorest countries in the world, makes these reforms much more difficult.
About all we can do, is pray for the people of CAR and support groups, such as Doctors Without
Borders. who have been able to provide some services there. It appears that the United Nations is
supplying some humanitarian aid. Keep praying and I do keep hoping that we sill find a way to assist
with providing help.
In His Service,
Sylvia Hansen
Global Missions Committee

Africa: These Youth Are Now the Go-to People for Farming Techniques in the
Central African Republic
February 25, 2021 allafrica.com/stories
Young people in Bangui turn their training into skills to share with their entire community
Whilst studying for his business degree, Emmanuel had dreams of being an entrepreneur and earning good
money. But after he graduated, the 29-year-old struggled to find opportunities in his home city of Bangui, the
capital of the Central African Republic (CAR). Youth make up 70 percent of the population of CAR, a country
which has been afflicted by years of crises and conflict.
Many young people find themselves in a similar situation to Emmanuel, with plenty of hopes and dreams but
few opportunities to carry them out. Emmanuel, however, thought that there was one sure-fire way to make
money and support himself: agriculture. There would always be money in food production because, after all, he
reasoned, everyone has to eat!
He began by doing some small-scale farming, hoping to use his business skills, reinvest his profit and grow his
small business. But with minimal training and resources, it was initially hard to make ends meet. Emmanuel,
however, was then introduced to FAO's Junior Farmer Field and Life Schools (JFFLS) programme in his area.
Equipping youth with the skills they need
FAO's JFFLS programmes provide agricultural and entrepreneurial training for young people in rural areas.
These JFFLS programmes have been implemented in many countries around the world, focusing on providing
vulnerable youth, especially in crisis and post-conflict contexts, with practical and commercial farming skills.

Emmanuel heard about the programme after speaking to an FAO Youth Coordinator, who invited him to take
part in the training. He was part of the first group of young people in CAR to go through the training, which took
place in Boali, 95 kilometres away from Bangui. "The training allowed me to sharpen my knowledge of market
gardening and animal husbandry," said Emmanuel. "Now, I not only limit food production losses but also
maximise profits."
The turnaround
Emmanuel farms as part of a group of young agricultural entrepreneurs. They named the group 'E MAÏ',
meaning 'Let's Develop' in the Sango language, because of their goal to develop themselves and their
community through their activities. Before the training, his group did not have the necessary technical knowhow or sufficient tools - in fact, they only had about one tool for every three people.
After the training, Emmanuel returned to Bangui and began applying what he learned with the other members
of E MAÏ. He put into practise new small livestock and market gardening farming techniques, including correct
use of fertilisers, choice of seeds and planting and harvesting schedules. E MAÏ now grows amaranth,
cabbage, tomato, spinach and other greens that they are able to sell to the local community. They share the
profit and keep a part to reinvest. "We started with 14 nursery beds of 10 metres each and with the support of
FAO, we upgraded to 15, bigger beds. Today we are in the process of transitioning to fifty 20-metre nursery
beds because we have acquired more space near our original site," Emmanuel shares proudly.
Emmanuel was recently elected president by the other group members, and now teaches what he learned to
others in the community.
Local farming experts
Emmanuel and the members of E MAÏ are now the go-to people for improved small-scale farming techniques
in their community. "People come to us to ask for advice and guidance, and we provide it to them. It's our
contribution to the community's progress." Emmanuel says. "Some young people around our market
gardening site have joined the group to learn. We really want to innovate and create more opportunities for
young people."
Today, E MAÏ is flourishing, feeding themselves with what they produce and paying for their needs with the
profit generated from sales of their produce. They are now looking into reinvesting the profits and diversifying
through canning and other preservation techniques, such as making tomato puree, to reduce post-harvest
losses and make a more stable income throughout the year. Thanks to the new skills he learned, Emmanuel
has even become a facilitator of the JFFLS approach along with 24 of his peers.
"Honestly, I got into agriculture to tide me over until I could get a job I wanted. After the JFFLS facilitators'
training, I have realised that I can make a living out of this. I love what I do, and I will continue in this line of
work to build a future for myself and my family," Emmanuel says.
Innovative agriculture can offer gainful employment for rural youth, ensure food security for communities and
build a hunger-free world.
_________________________________________________________________________

I just received this note from Anne. Sounds a bit better than previous reports.

~Sylvia

Hi Sylvia,

I hope you are well.
Yes, we do have ideas of what is happening in CAR. I’m not sure what you mean by having
our compound protected in Bangui. But Willie spoke with the president of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church of CAR yesterday and things are relatively calm. He talked with another
church leader as well who said that the main road from the border to the city where the
church headquarters are and on to Bangui is open and vehicles are traveling more easily,
which was not the case until quite recently. There are military doing patrols on that road
because it is so vital to supplying the country with goods. The church continues its ministries, but with quite a few difficulties as they have had many internal challenges. The best
thing now is to continue to pray for them and to pray for the country.
Peace, Anne Langdji

INFORMATION
Hillsboro Kiwanis Food Pantry Wish List:
Coffee, Tea, Shampoo, Flour, Cereal, Mayo, Tuna, Diced or Stewed Tomatoes, Cranberry Juice,
Apple Juice, Grapefruit Juice, Strawberry Jelly, Soda Crackers, Microwave Popcorn, Laundry
Soap, Dish Soap. Place your items in the wood crate located inside and to the west of the front
door at OSLC. Thanks so much for your ongoing support.
Reminder: the food pantry is open from 4-6pm at the Hillsboro Armory on the 1st and 3rd
Mondays of each month - use the north door.

Call Dan at 430-1595 for questions or emergency needs.
The Eastern ND Synod office is relocating!
New Address as of May 4th:
Eastern North Dakota Synod
1555 43rd St S, Ste 100
Fargo, ND 58104
Our Mailing address remains the same:
PO Box 2019
Fargo, ND 58107
Our phone number will also remain the
same: 701-232-3381

SOCIAL MEDIA: Watch OSLC worship services and
GET UPDATES on:
 Facebook at oslchillsboro
 Twitter @ OSLCHillsboro
 Instagram @ oslchillsboro
YouTube at Our Savior’s Lutheran Church Hillsboro ND
HTC CHANNEL 34 and our website: oslchillsboro.com
To give to OSLC electronically:

OSLC OFFERING STEWARDSHIP
2021 OFFERING RECEIVED



Visit oslchillsboro.com and click on
Donate Now



Scan this code to go to the OSLC online
donation page



Give by Text: Text dollar
amount to (701) 936-7018



Use the Give+ Church App

WORSHIP
ATTENDANCE

March 7

$2,361.00

8:30am
10:30am

53
83

March 14

$4,278.00

8:30am
10:30am

44
82

INCOME AND EXPENSES:

March 21

$9,324.00

8:30am
10:30am

66
70

2021 Income received through
March 31: $133,077.42

March 28

$4,043.00

8:30am
10:30am

55
102

Mar. Direct Deposit

$11,164.80

STEWARDSHIP REPORT:
OUR SAVIOR’S LUTHERAN CHURCH

2021 Expenses through
March 31: $111,444.61
Income Less Expenses: $21,632.81

March Total:

$31,170.80

2021 Total

$97,328.75

Church Office Manager: Cindy Doeden

2021 COUNCIL MEMBERS

Josh Opp 701-471-7578

Vice-President:

Ryan Opdahl 218-779-2658

President:

436-6139

Betty Meyer

238-6624

Krista Longthorne

Deacons:

371-1272

Jason Lovas

Treasurer:

Hours: M-F 9am-3pm

430-0055

Amy Foss

Secretary:

Church Office: 701-636-5701
Church Office email address: oslcelca@rrv.net
or cindy@oslchillsboro.com
Pastor Joe Johnson: cell—701-430-3787;

Joy McSparron

pastorjoe@oslchillsboro.com
Education Minister: Amanda Johnson—218-556-8895
Assisting Minister: Nadia Robb—701-412-1242

Beth Christianson-Melby

361-9990
430-2309

Trustees:

OSLC Kitchen: 701-636-5705

Benjamin Strand 701-371-1493

OSLC Website: www.oslchillsboro.com
Facebook: oslchillsboro
Twitter: OSLCHillsboro; Instagram: oslchillsboro

799-9340

Mark Merck

866-3309

Cindy Dullum
Trevor Kittelson

YouTube: Our Savior’s Lutheran Church Hillsboro ND

Daniel Nelson

Broadcast live on Sunday mornings on KMAV 105.5 FM and
KMSR 1520 AM at 8:30am and HTC Channel 34 at
8:30am & 10:30am.

741-5177
799-5079

2021
Address Service Requested
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church
204 Caledonia Ave East
Hillsboro, ND 58045

