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Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,
While growing up, one of my favorite TV shows was “The Carol Burnett Show.” It was a variety
comedy show which aired 1967-1978. Carol Burnett ended each episode singing the song “I’m So
Glad We Had This Time Together.” The first verse lyrics are:
I’m so glad we had this time together; just to have a laugh or sing a song.
Seems we just get started and before you know it, comes the time we have to say
“So Long.”

Now is the time for us to say “so long,” as the time draws near to the end of my call serving as your
pastor. My last day will be Sunday, August 2, when I will get to lead a worship service one last time
with my beloved colleagues, Pastor Joe and Amanda Johnson. I will have the privilege to preach at
this service and say some parting words. (I’ll need to be sure that I have a good supply of tissues
handy.) I will miss you, my home in your beautiful parsonage, and the community of Hillsboro.
Later that day, you are invited to a drive-by farewell open house 4-7pm. I’ll be standing outside on
the north side of the parsonage on Caledonia Avenue to meet and greet you. If the weather
doesn’t cooperate, the backup plan will be announced at the worship service and/or posted on FB.
Hope to see you then.
I am so glad we had this time together. There were many laughs and many songs sung. Also, there
were many shared prayers, Bible studies, visits, grief, conversations, cups of coffee, meals, funerals,
confirmation classes, and wonderings about what God is up to in Hillsboro and to what God is
calling us. I am so glad for these times together; I am very thankful for you.
Also, at the end of each episode of “The Carol Burnett Show,” when the song came to an end, Carol
would tug on her ear. This was a special message to one of her grandmothers to let her know that
Carol was doing well and that Carol loved her.
My parting gesture on August 2 won’t be a tug on my ear but will be a blessing. Giving a blessing is
one of my most, most favorite thing to do as a pastor. In case, you miss the August 2 worship
service, imagine me standing in front of you, saying these words, and making a sign of a cross:
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. In the name of the Father,
Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen.

Go in peace. God is with you helping people experience the love of God.
Your Sister in Christ,
Pastor Julie L. Johnson

PASTORAL ACTS:

AUGUST SCHEDULE

Deaths:

Andrew Thompson

Born: September 28, 1978
Died: February 10, 2020
Funeral: February 16, 2020
Committal Service: June 27, 2020
Interment: Karlstad Cemetery
Karlstad, MN

Duane “Buddy” Sorum

Born: March 8, 1922
Died: April 2, 2020
Funeral/Burial Service: July 8, 2020
Interment: Riverside Cemetery
Hillsboro, ND

Truman Swendseid

Born: December 30, 1925
Died: January 24, 2020
Funeral: January 30, 2020
Committal Service: July 21, 2020
Interment: Riverside Cemetery
Hillsboro, ND

Hazel Bird

Born: June 8, 1936
Died: June 26, 2020, in Luther Memorial Home,
Mayville, ND
Funeral: Private services will be held

Joan Svaleson

Born: March 14, 1935
Place of Birth: Traill County, ND
Died: July 16, 2020
Funeral: July 20, 2020 at Boulger Funeral Home
and Celebration of Life Center, Fargo, ND
Interment: Riverside Cemetery
Hillsboro, ND

Tuesdays
7:00am—Morning Text Study – Woodland
Park picnic shelter
Wednesdays
7:00am—Men’s Bible Study – Woodland
Park picnic shelter
Thursdays
9:30am—Children’s Sing-a-long – Woodland
Park gazebo
Sundays:
August 2
9:30am—Worship Service online, HTC
Channel 3, and KMSR 1520 AM
4-7pm—Drive by Farewell Open House for
Pastor Julie
August 9
9:30am—Worship Service online, HTC
Channel 3, and KMSR 1520 AM
August 16
9:30am—Worship Service online, HTC
Channel 3, and KMSR 1520 AM
August 23
9:30am—Drive by Church/Communion

August 30
9:30am—Worship Service online, HTC
Channel 3, and KMSR 1520 AM

Worship In-Person
Starting Rally Sunday
September 13th
Rally Sunday
 Our Savior’s Lutheran Church will resume in-person worship services in the church building
starting Rally Sunday, September 13th. We will have Rally Sunday and the Block Party with
safety precautions.
Sunday Worship services
 8:30 a.m. Traditional worship
 1030 a.m. Contemporary worship
 Fireside worship available online
Safety Precautions
 Social distancing & spacing in the sanctuary
 Masks
 Hand sanitizer and wipes
 Cleaning & disinfecting
 Minimize use of shared surfaces
 Temporarily suspend serving food and drink in the church building
Weddings & Funerals
 Our Savior’s Lutheran Church building is now available for weddings and funerals following
all safety precautions listed above.
Bible Studies and church groups
 These activities will resume at the discretion of the group and group leader.
Children & Youth Ministry
 Children and youth ministry will resume as of September 13th. We will communicate more
details when the school has finalized their plan.
I am looking forward to seeing all of you ASAP, however, if you feel uncomfortable with in-person
worship or activities, we encourage you to stay home. We will continue online, radio and television
broadcasts. If you want support or have any questions, please call or text.

God bless,
Pastor Joe
(701) 430-3787

Update regarding the 2021 Gathering:
After much prayer and consideration, we have decided to postpone next summer’s ELCA Youth
Gathering to 2022 due to the COVID-19 pandemic.
The 2022 ELCA Youth Gathering will be held July 24-28, 2022, in Minneapolis, with the two preevents, the Multicultural Youth Leadership Event (MYLE) and the tAble, scheduled for July 21-24,
2022.
We give thanks for your prayers and patience as we have worked through the details with our
partners in Minneapolis and across the country. We hope that by postponing the Gathering for a
year, individuals and congregations will feel more comfortable and prepared to attend the Gathering
in 2022.
For more information about the 2022 Gathering, please visit elca.org/YouthGathering/COVID19. We
will be updating our website and social media as more details become available.

We look forward to seeing you and experiencing the boundlessness of God in Minneapolis in 2022!
#ELCAYG2022

GLOBAL MISSIONS
We again have no news from ELCA Global Missions. The news I find on International Sites, is not
good. Violence is increasing, especially in the central and northeast, despite UN peacekeepers
efforts. The Government struggles to maintain control over the capital. Civilians are caught in the
middle and sometimes targeted by rebel groups. The rebels label themselves as Muslim or
Christian, to cause division between these groups. As a result many are displaced to neighboring
countries and internally. There is insufficient financing available to care for all of these people
in refugee camps and there is great concern that people will starve and have insufficient medical
care. Few international groups serve in CAR due to the violence there.
Please remember CAR in your prayers.
In His Service,
Sylvia Hansen
Global Mission Committee

OUR SAVIOR'S LUTHERAN CHURCH
Council Minutes
July 12, 2020 11:30 am via zoom
Members Present - Pastor Joe Johnson, Pastor Julie Johnson, Ryan Opdahl, Joshua Opp,
Jason Lovas, Amy Foss, Beth Christianson-Melby, Barb Hultin, Trevor Kittelson, Jon Bertsch and
Daniel Nelson
1) Call to Order - Noting a quorum, President Ryan called the meeting to order at 11:35 am
2) Devotions - Romans 8
3) Confirmation of Agenda – Dan moved to accept the agenda as amended. Ryan seconded the
motion. All in favor, motion carried.
4) Old Business
a) June Minutes - Barb moved to accept the minutes as amended. Beth seconded the
motion. All in favor, motion carried.
b) New Staffing Model - Barb moved to accept the new staffing model. Jon seconded the
motion. All in favor, motion carried. Pastor Joe abstained.
i) Education Pastor - Pastor Julie has accepted a call at a TriParish in Forman, Rutland &
Havana. Pastor Joe performed a blessing for her. Jon moved to accept her
resignation. Dan seconded the motion. All in favor, motion carried.
ii) Education Minister and Assisting Minister - Job descriptions were discussed. Jason
moved to accept the job descriptions as presented. Barb seconded the motion. All in
favor, motion carried. Pastor Joe abstained.
iii) Visitation Minister - Job description was discussed. Joy McSparron was called to be
the visitation minister. Trevor moved to accept the job description. Beth seconded the
motion. All in favor, motion carried.
iv) Custodial Contract - Will begin the process of advertising for the position.
c) Synod Assembly & Bishop Election Process
5) New Business
a) Synod Assembly Delegates - Suggested delegates would be Ryan and Brenna Opdahl
along with Beth Christianson-Melby and Greg Webster. Dan moved to accept the
candidates. Trevor seconded the motion. All in favor, motion carried.
b) Fall Programming - Discussed the need for a special meeting late July depending on
when information will be received from the school district. Also discussed the possibility of
going to three worship services to facilitate social distancing and attract worshippers.
c) Parsonage Updates and Maintenance - Pastor Julie will do a walk through to point out any
issues. There is some outside yard maintenance needed.
6) Pastor Joe’s Report – This has been a busy month. The program staff is spending more time in
the church building as we are planning for fall worship, music, confirmation classes, confirmation
retreat, Sunday school, after school elementary programs, bible studies and visitations. Here are
a few of my recent pastoral acts: A funeral at the funeral home; A funeral at Riverside Cemetery;

Destination burial in Karlstad, MN; Destination baptism at MN lake; 4 weddings scheduled; 1
baptism scheduled; Daily Devotions; Candidacy committee meetings; Program staff planning
meetings; Military deployment farewell blessing; Children’s Singalong in the Park; Great Plains
Food Bank food delivery; Local Food Pantry food delivery; Pastoral care & counseling
7) Pastor Julie’s Report - June, 2020 Bible Studies: Weekly Tuesday morning using Zoom for
first couple of weeks and then began meeting at shelter in Woodland Park. Currently spending
six weeks looking at different types of Psalms, i.e, gratitude, lament, praise. Visitation: Continue
connecting with people via phone/text/email/ Message/FB/snail mail & started in-person outside.
Meetings: OSLC Exec Zoom; OSLC Council Zoom; EaND Synod Council Zoom; Mayville
Conference Pastors Zoom; EaND Racial Justice Zoom; Imago Dei: Embracing the Image of God
Zoom; Q&A session with 7 bishop nominees 4X Zoom; RLND Zoom Cont. Ed.: BeFrienders
Virtual Workshop 4 days 2 hr. training led by Beth Christianson-Melby on Zoom, FB, email, etc.
Bonnie Chandler graveside service. Took Nadia with me to Aurdal Luth Ch parking lot to help
with Great Plains Food Bank truck food delivery for about an hour on June 24. Worship: July 14
in-person in Woodland Park; for Sunday, July 28, taped worship in the kitchen at OSLC.
Community: TCHS Board Zoom Meeting; Traill County 4-H Council Zoom Meeting; Wrote
article for The Banner
8) Treasurer’s Report – Report was presented and reviewed. It was reported that expenses
exceeded income by $5,700 for the month of June 2020. Year to date income exceeded
expenses by $8,200. The balance of the Media Fund dedicated account is $4,016. Beth moved
to accept the treasurer’s report as presented. Barb seconded the motion. All in favor, motion
carried.
9) Deacons’ Report – Worship in the park has been well attended as well as online worship.
Deacons and pastors will make the decision on whether there will be drive by communion in
August. Deacons will also be charged with purchasing and presenting a gift for Pastor Julie at
her last worship service in August.
10) Trustees’ Report - Received an estimate from DDC Lawncare and Landscaping for $1,200 to
bury the sump pump drain under the sidewalk. Beth made a motion to accept the bid. Trevor
seconded the motion. All in favor, motion carried.
11) Secretary’s Report – Minutes will be emailed to be reviewed and approved at a later date.
12) Announcements/Upcoming events:
a) Synod Assembly August 15-16th virtual
Next meeting - July 26, 2020 11:30 am via zoom
Adjournment - Meeting adjourned at 12:57 pm

OUR SAVIOR’S LUTHERAN CHURCH
Special Council Minutes
July 26, 2020 11:30 am via zoom

Members Present - Pastor Joe Johnson, Ryan Opdahl, Joshua Opp, Jason Lovas, Amy Foss,
Beth Christianson-Melby, Joy McSparron, Barb Hultin, Betty Meyer, Trevor Kittelson, Jon Bertsch
and Daniel Nelson
1) Call to Order - Noting a quorum, President Ryan called the meeting to order at 11:33 am
2) Devotions - Proverbs 3

3) New Business
a) Fall Programming - Discussed plans for restarting in person worship in the fall. Joy made a
motion to hold two services at 8:30 and 10:30 with a fireside service online beginning Rally
Sunday. Trevor seconded the motion. All in favor, motion carried. Barb made a motion to
require masks for Sunday worship services, weddings and funerals with the exception of
those speaking or singing and children under the age of 5. Betty seconded. One opposed,
motion carried. Jason made the motion to utilize the screen in place of hymnals and
bulletins. Beth seconded. All in favor, motion carried. Trevor made a motion to temporarily
suspend serving food and drink in the church building. Dan seconded. All in favor, motion
carried.
4) Announcements/Upcoming events:
a) Synod Assembly August 15-16th virtual
VISITORS WELCOME!
All are welcome to participate in the Synod Assembly worship and observe the plenary sessions.
The entirety of our assembly will be streamed online. However, only registered members will
have access to the interactive portion of the plenary sessions and receive voting credentials.
Links to access the assembly will be available on our website (www.eandsynod.org) closer to
the event.
b) Rally Sunday September 13, 2020
Next meeting - August 17, 2020 @
7:00 in church basement
Adjournment - Meeting adjourned at
2:08 pm

Nadia Robb has been working on giving a new look to our
3rd floor Sunday school hallway!
“Let no one look down on your youth but set an example in
speech and conduct in love, faith, & purity.”
1 Timothy 4:12

JULY 2020 MEMORIAL REPORT
Thank You to all who gave memorialsTammy Nelson, Memorial Secretary
Dedicated Memorial Accounts – General Account, Media Ministry (radio broadcast, etc.), Global
Missions, Building and Grounds, Capital Improvements, Youth Activities, National Youth Gathering/
Mission Trips, Christian Education (Sunday School, etc.), OSLC Choir, OSLC Bell Choir, OSLC
Bands, Parish Nurse, WELCA - Altar, Library, Kitchen; Scholarships (Bible Camps, etc.), Landscaping
Project, Sound System, OSLC Endowment Fund, Blanchard Endowment Fund

GENERAL FUND – In memory of Hazel Bird, given by M/M Dallas Boeddeker; in memory of Bob
Leshuk, given by M/M Jeff Preston
OSLC BANDS - In memory of Luella Deahl (Betty Meyer’s Mom), given by M/M Dave Nelson and
Friends and Family of Luella
BLANCHARD ENDOWMENT - In memory of Ardith Magnuson, given by Maxine Garrett
MEDIA FUND – In memory of Edna Riendeau, given by Mavis Johnson; in memory of Hazel Bird,
given by M/M Eleanor Holland; in memory of Joan Svaleson, given by M/M Olaf Flaten; in memory
of Duane Sorum, given by Ruth Siegert and M/M David Ferguson

NOTE: THE RADIO BROADCAST of Our Savior’s Lutheran
Church’s 9:30am service each Sunday on KMSR 1520 AM is
made possible by donations and memorials. Contact Cindy
in the church office (636-5701) if you would like to sponsor a
radio broadcast or dedicate one (in honor of, in memory of,
or in celebration of). The cost of a radio broadcast is $65.00
per Sunday.

Restore the joy
Feeling anxious, stressed, worried,
sad, depressed, lonely or frustrated?
Perhaps all of the above? We’ve all
been affected by the Covid-19 pandemic. Our lives
are in constant change.

Lutheran Social Services is here to help by offering
free support services to those who may be experiencing these natural feelings in the wake of this
pandemic.
Support services are offered free and
anonymous to all.
Get help today: 701-223-1510 renew@lssnd.org
“Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and
sustain in me a willing spirit.” Psalm 51: 12

To give to OSLC electronically:
•

Visit OSLCHillsboro.com and click on
Donate Now

•

Scan this code to go to the OSLC online
donation page

•

Give by Text: Text dollar amount to
(701) 936-7018

•

Use the Give+ Church
App

Eastern ND Church Women
July, 2020
Dear Sisters in Christ,
What a year we have experienced in 2020. We must always remember that God has a plan for us
and with the guidance of the Holy Spirit we will get through this.
I know that many of you have questions about our organization and what is going on currently.
Our board met via Zoom this evening and discussed what we need to do as a group to ensure your
safety and ours. With that in mind and with God’s guidance we have decided to forgo the 2020
meeting. We have cancelled our reservation at Park River Bible Camp and have rescheduled for
either September 11th or 18th, 2021. We will do our best to provide you with thought provoking
speakers and leaders that will feed your souls so we in turn can carry out Christ’s work in our world.
In addition, with advice from churchwide we will be holding our officers over for one more year. I ask
that when we come knocking next year you will consider saying yes to one of the vacancies created
because of term limits. Let the Holy Spirit guide you. The spirit will free up the time and resources
you need to make this happen.
As a board we sincerely thank you for the offerings you give to the women of the church so we may
carry out our vision and mission.
As you may have heard the Triennial Convention has also been postponed until 2021.

On a final note, our president, Jan Marstad, has had some medical issues and your prayers for her
health would be appreciated.
Our cluster reps have agreed to print and mail this letter to you for the board.
Go in peace, serve the Lord.
Julie Hudson
Eastern ND Church Women Vice President.

WELCA:


Circle #3 has Meal Delivery in August...August 24-28.



THANK YOU! to Sylvia and Jack Hansen & Jackie and Larry Lovas
for packing, loading and delivering the quilts, sewing kits and layettes to
Lutheran Social Services in Fargo during the Lutheran World Relief 2020
Drive, July 13-17.



NO WELCA meetings until further notice. Check in on each other and be
safe.

WORSHIP:
RADIO: Tune into KMSR 1520 AM (only) on Sundays at 9:30 a.m.
TELEVISION: HTC Channel 3 on Sundays at 9:30 a.m.
BROADCAST on the WEBSITE: visit OSLCHillsboro.com and click
on Watch Worship! You can also see archived broadcasts any time.
Find DAILY DEVOTIONS on the OSLC website (OSLCHillsboro.com) under
BLOG POSTS. Daily Devotions are posted on Facebook and Twitter as well.
SOCIAL MEDIA: Watch worship and GET UPDATES on:





Facebook at oslchillsboro
Twitter @ OSLCHillsboro
Instagram @ oslchillsboro
YouTube at Our Savior’s Lutheran Church Hillsboro ND

August Prayers
We pray for school administrators, teachers, staff and students who are preparing for a new year of learning.
We pray for those with heavy hearts and anxious minds.
We pray for meaningful conversations and the ability to listen.
We give thanks for state parks, walking trails, lakes and conservation areas that point to the beauty of God’s
creation.
We give thanks for scripture and reading Bible stories together.
We give thanks for the experiences of summer: campfires, fireflies, playing catch and splashing in sprinklers.








Lord in your mercy,
Hear our prayers.

(Living Lutheran, “Teaching Prayer” by Kimberly Knowle-Zeller, 7-29-20)

OSLC OFFERING STEWARDSHIP
2020 OFFERING RECEIVED
June 7

$5,045.00

June 21

$1,175.00

June 28

$1,315.00

June Direct Deposit

$8,111.85

ATTENDANCE
No in-house
services

$2,715.00

June 14

WORSHIP

(Woodland Park)

STEWARDSHIP REPORT:

OUR SAVIOR’S LUTHERAN CHURCH

INCOME AND EXPENSES:
2020 Income received through
June 30: $219,818.40
2020 Expenses through
June 30: $211,638.18
Income Less Expenses: $8,180.22

June Total:

$18,361.85

2020 Total

$163,521.09

2020 COUNCIL MEMBERS

President:

Ryan Opdahl 218-779-2658

436-6139

Betty Meyer

430-0748

Barb Hultin

Deacons:

371-1272

Jason Lovas

Treasurer:

Church Office: 701-636-5701

430-0055

Amy Foss

Secretary:

Church Office Manager: Cindy Doeden

471-7578

Josh Opp

Vice-President:

Hours: M-F 9am-3pm
Church Office email address: oslcelca@rrv.net
or cindy@oslchillsboro.com

Joy McSparron

Pastor Joe Johnson: cell—701-430-3787;
pastorjoe@oslchillsboro.com
Pastor Julie Johnson: cell—701-799-5206

Beth Christianson-Melby

361-9990
430-2309

Trustees:

pastorjulie@oslchillsboro.com
Education Director: Amanda Johnson - 218-556-8895
Facilities Mgr:
OSLC Kitchen: 701-636-5705

799-9340

Mark Merck

866-3309

Cindy Dullum

430-0376

Jon Bertsch

Trevor Kittelson

OSLC Website: www.oslchillsboro.com

Daniel Nelson

The OSLC Worship Service is broadcast live on
Sunday mornings at 9:30 a.m. on KMSR 1520 AM

741-5177
799-5079

2020
Address Service Requested
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church
204 Caledonia Ave East
Hillsboro, ND 58045

