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Open Doors
What is next?
I know your works. Look, I have set before you an open door, which no one is able to shut. I know that you
have but little power, and yet you have kept my word and have not denied my name.
Revelation 3:8

We journey together through the 40 days of Lent.
We share together in the LAST SUPPER of Maundy Thursday.
We grieve the death of Jesus on Good Friday.
We celebrate the victory of the resurrection on Easter Sunday.
What is next? Has anything changed? Does this have anything to do with us?
It has everything to do with us! That’s why it happened!
Now, everything has changed!
We can’t experience DEATH & RESURRECTION without being changed!
It’s not about changing for God, it’s about being changed by God!
Our Lenten theme has been “Open Doors” recognizing that God continues to open
new doors of opportunity. By his DEATH & RESURRECTION Jesus has destroyed
the power of death and opened the door to the kingdom of heaven to all believers.
Jesus has opened the door to hope, peace, comfort, strength, mercy, compassion,
grace, love and life!
You see, this whole story of God is about
DEATH & RESURRECTION.
This whole story of God, is about YOU!
What door is God opening in your life?
Today… is a new day! Life has changed! Everything
has changed! Let’s explore together what doors God is
opening next!
Blessings, Pastor Joe

PASTORAL ACTS:
Death:

Transfer-In:

(Non-Member)

Mike and Kari Tweten,
Lydia, Aubrey and Clara

Jerome Bakken

Born: January 17, 1947
Place of Birth: Hillsboro, ND
Died: February 26, 2021
Funeral: March 4, 2021 at OSLC
Interment: Riverside Cemetery
Hillsboro, ND

HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE:


Maundy Thursday, April 1 – Worship Service at 6:30pm with 5th grade First Communion



Good Friday, April 2 – Worship Service at 6:30pm



Easter Sunday, April 4 – Worship Services at 7:30am & 9:30am;
Contemporary Service at 11:00am

EASTER SUNDAY BREAKFAST-TO-GO BENEFIT for GRAYSON NELSON from 8: 30am
until gone in the OSLC fellowship hall. Serving Cinnamon Rolls, Egg Bake, and Fruit. Free Will
offering to help with medical costs. Grayson, son of Grace Guzman and Dontray Nelson, was
diagnosed with Alagill syndrome.
NEW MEMBER WELCOME SUNDAY is April 18, 2021 at the
10:30am worship service. If you or someone you know is interested
in becoming a member at Our Savior’s, please call (636-5701) or email
(cindy@oslchillsboro.com) or talk to Pastor Joe (701-430-3787).

A lily or plant…
in memory of John Longthorne, given by Marilyn Longthorne and Family
in memory of Kristian and Lilly Haugerud, given by Duane Haugerud
in memory of Karen Haugerud, given by Duane Haugerud

in celebration of Jesus, Our Risen Savior, given by the Bertsch Family
in honor of Our Savior’s Sunday School, given by Clarice Satrom
in memory of Al, Ruth, Duane, and Philip Traynor, given by Clarice Satrom
in memory of Grace Haisley, given by Merle Haisley and Family
in memory of Ray Buchholz, given by the Buchholz Family
in memory of Jack and Genevieve Olson, given by the Tom and Ruth Olson Family
in memory of Ernest “Red” and Beverly Iverson, given by the Tom and R uth Olson Fam ily

in memory of Vern and Mark Messner, given by Cheryle Messner and Family
in memory of Doug and Corrine Ludwig, given by Lori and Tom Tweten and Family
in memory of Jodi Jorgensen and Jim Ludwig, given by Lori and Tom Tweten and Family
in memory of Elia DeLeon and Marlin McLean, given by Herman and Myrna DeLeon
in memory of all of our Loved Ones that have passed away, given by Becky and Ray Foss
in memory of Clifford and Bernice Christianson, given by Dan, Carol, and Sadie Christianson
in memory of Dean and Madelyne Beierle, given by Dan, Carol, and Sadie Christianson
in celebration of my Flieth and Siegert Families, given by R uth Siegert

in celebration of Our Risen Lord and in m em ory of our Loved Ones, given by Connie and
Roger Anderson
in honor of Senora Almquist, given by the W.O.W. Bible Study group
in memory of Michael, Peggy and Gerald Olson, given by N ancy Olson
in memory of Bud and Margie McInnes, given by Chris and Jeff McInnes
in memory of Earl and Elenore McInnes, given by Chris and Jeff McInnes
in memory of our sister, Sue Johnson (1-25-21), given by Charlie and Mary Bommersbach
in memory of Hedy Nagel, given by the Nagel and Coborn Families
in memory of Dagny Svaleson, given by the Nagel and Coborn Families
in memory of Melvin Hanson, given by Daniel Hanson and Elizabeth Hanson
in celebration of Family, given by Ed and Elaine Laxdal
in memory of Loved Ones gone before us, and in celebration of a New Year!, given by K eith and
Betty Meyer
in memory of Rick and Val Alfson, given by Jerry and Karen Alfson
in memory of Lloyd and Pearl Weller, given by Jerry and Karen Alfson
in memory of Lynn Kritzberger, given by Deb Kritzberger and Families
in memory of Joan Svaleson and Shirley Bartels, given by Deb Kritzberger
in celebration of our precious, first grandchild, Lily Mae, daughter of Tera & Christopher Christian,
given by Brad and Julie Ydstie
in memory of Loved Ones, given by Eunice Morlock
in memory of our Loved Ones, given by Marlis Olsen and Family
in honor of our Family and Friends, given by Marlis Olsen and Family
in memory of Leo Robert Wilson, given by Bob and Maggie Wilson

Living Lutheran

God Will Transform This Church
MARCH 5, 2021

The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. That’s our name. At least two parts
of our name, “Evangelical” and “Church,” are either misunderstood or an outright
stumbling block for a significant percentage of the American population.
Pew Research reports that over one-fifth of the U.S. public—and a third under
30—are religiously unaffiliated. These are the “nones.” The religiously unaffiliated,
whether never churched or de-churched, don’t have a favorable impression of
church. They see it as extremist, full of hypocrites, judgmental, anti-science,
anti-intellectual, dogmatic, overly concerned about other people’s morality, naïve
and out of touch. Ouch.

From the Presiding
Bishop Eaton

In the eyes of the nones, the ELCA gets lumped in with everyone else. Though we aren’t perfect, and
some of the characteristics of church apply to us at various times, we have a theology based on a
liberating gospel of Jesus Christ that is the euangelion—the good news. The “Evangelical” in our
name points to the transforming love of Jesus, to reconciliation, to freedom, to grace. It’s
expansive, for everyone and all creation. It doesn’t require our effort or our merit, only our trust in God’s
promise.
It’s not naïve. Scripture, Martin Luther, Dietrich Bonhoeffer and others were clear-eyed about the reality
of human sin and brokenness and the devastating consequences for individuals, groups of people and
creation that result. There is judgment, but it is God’s, not ours. Our evangelical understanding of God’s
word is that it is both law and gospel, judgment and promise. We aren’t an everything goes, antinomian
church.
I remember the light bulbs going off in my catechism students’ heads when learning about grace. Does
it give us license to do anything we want? Paul had to address the same line of thinking in the letter to
the Romans. No. Grace makes it possible to be honest with ourselves and face our sin because the
Spirit grants us the space, time and desire to turn from our sin to the source of life.
Our evangelical witness is full of paradox—we are simultaneously saint and sinner. Yes, there is
hypocrisy in the church—welcome to humanity! But there is also beauty and love poured by the Spirit
into sometimes stubborn and broken hearts. There is law and gospel. We are at once perfectly free and
lord of all and bound and servant of all (Luther’s The Freedom of a Christian).
Our evangelical witness is that God called the creation good; that we have been given the gift of curiosity
that compels us to study the natural world, to engage in scientific research. The more we know about
creation, the closer we draw to the Creator. We aren’t anti-intellectual—Luther was a college professor
after all.
I happen to know some millennials who had conversations with their none neighbors. These
conversations were open and engaged. The none neighbors carried the above-mentioned perceptions
of church, but they also knew that their millennial friends served as Young Adults in Global Mission
and were active in their congregation. The nones were trying to reconcile their perceptions of church
with their experience of actual Lutherans—one of whom is a scientist. Without that relationship, the
nones would never have known a true evangelical witness to the liberating good news of Jesus.
In this issue (of Living Lutheran) you have read about Future Church. God is calling us into this exciting
mission, and the Spirit will activate each of us to invite people to know the way of Jesus and discover
community, justice and love. The ELCA can hold up our evangelical witness, which is an alternative face
of Christianity—not for institutional survival, but so that more people will experience the deep love of
Jesus, be transformed and liberated by that love and “work for justice and peace” (Evangelical Lutheran
Worship, Holy Baptism).
This mission will take all of us, and it means actual relationships with real people led by an incarnational
God. I believe that God will transform this church.

OUR SAVIOR'S LUTHERAN CHURCH
Council Minutes
March 7, 2021 at 11:30 am
Members Present – Pastor Joe Johnson, Ryan Opdahl, Joshua Opp, Amy Foss, Jason Lovas,
Betty Meyer, Krista Longthorne, Trevor Kittelson, Mark Merck and Benjamin Strand
1. Call to Order – Noting a quorum, President Ryan called the meeting to order at 11:35 am.
2. Devotions – Ecclesiastes 3:1-8
3. Confirmation of Agenda – Jason moved to accept the agenda as amended. Betty seconded.
All in favor, motion carried.
4. Old Business
a. Dera Johnson Summer Day Camp – A motion was made by Trevor to move forward with
Dera operating a summer day camp at Our Savior’s and to empower the executive
committee to iron out the details. Betty seconded. All in favor, motion carried.
b. COVID Precautions – A motion was made by Jason to resume coffee fellowship and
congregational singing beginning during holy week. Josh seconded. All in favor, motion
carried.
5. New Business
a. Easter Sunday Schedule – The decision was made to add a third service on Easter
Sunday. There will now be services at 7:30 am, 9:30 am and 11:00 am.
6. Pastor Joe’s Report – The Lent theme for 2021 is “Open Doors” focusing on the doors God is
opening in our life. We have six prayer stations available during Lent focusing on Journey,
Connectivity, Artistic Expression, Sabbath, Justice, Loss and Lament. The prayer stations are
available at all times. The Wednesday evening Lenten worship services focus on one of these
prayer stations each week. Since our last council meeting I have had candidacy committee
meetings, conference pastors meetings, pre-marriage counseling meetings, crisis care meetings,
one baptism and one funeral. We have several baptisms scheduled and I have seven upcoming
weddings that I will be officiating. We have resumed in-person worship at the Hillsboro Care
Center with precautions in place for everyone’s safety. We have the Sr. High Summer Trip
scheduled for July 20-25. We have rented an entire camp near Duluth, MN.
7. Treasurer’s Report – Report was presented and reviewed. It was reported that expenses
exceeded income by $3,060 for the month of February 2021. Year to date expenses exceeded
income by $18,000. The balance of the Media Fund dedicated account is $8,500. Josh moved to
accept the treasurer’s report as presented. Trevor seconded. All in favor, motion carried.
8. Deacons’ Report – Betty reported that additional supplies were purchased for communion and
that process is going smoothly.
9. Trustees’ Report – It was reported that we are waiting on quotes for new windows. Also need to
address the leaky roof in the narthex/courtyard.
10. Committee Reports
a. New Member – New Member Sunday is scheduled for April 18, 2021.
11. Secretary’s Report – Jason made a motion to approve the January 3, 2021 minutes as
presented. Betty seconded. All in favor, motion carried. Jason made a motion to approve the
February 7, 2021 minutes as presented. Trevor seconded. All in favor, motion carried. The
minutes from today’s meeting will be emailed to be reviewed and approved at the next meeting.
Next meeting – April 11, 2021 @ 11:30 am in church basement
Adjournment – Meeting adjourned at 1:22 pm

The news from Central African Republic has been difficult to find,
and what there is, is disturbing. I have even been in touch with
former missionaries, and they do not have in country contacts to
supply information to them. They rely on international news
reporters as do I. Since the December elections, there has been
violence in many rural areas and the peacekeepers have been
concentrating on protecting the capitol, Bangui. Keep praying for
the people there and make contributions to Global Missions, so
that when we can again determine what services are being
provided, we can help.
In His Service,
Sylvia Hansen
Global Mission Committee

Over 200,000 displaced by conflict in Central African Republic, says UNHCR
DW.COM 1-30-21

Conflict in the Central African Republic (CAR) has
displaced more than 200,000 people since violence
erupted over a December election result, the UN
refugee agency (UNHCR) said on Friday.
Nearly half of those fleeing crossed into the
Democratic Republic of Congo, the agency said.
"Refugee arrivals into the Democratic Republic of the
Congo (DRC) have reached 92,000 according to local
authorities and some 13,240 people have crossed into
Cameroon, Chad, and the Republic of Congo, since
violence erupted in December 2020 ahead of CAR's general elections," the statement said.
Some 100,000 people remain internally displaced within the country.
"The continuing volatility has hampered the humanitarian response and made access to the internally
displaced more difficult," the agency said.
The CAR army, backed by UN Russian and Rwandan troops, has been battling rebels seeking to
overturn a December 27 vote in which President Faustin-Archange Touadera was declared the
winner.
"Refugees have told UNHCR that they fled in panic when they heard gunshots, leaving their
belongings behind," spokesman Boris Cheshirkov told journalists in Geneva.
Vast distances and extremely poor road conditions mean that humanitarian assistance takes time to
reach people in need, the UNHCR said.
The resource-rich nation, with a population of 4.7 million, has struggled to
find stability since a 2013 rebellion ousted former president Francois
Bozize. The country plays host to vast sources of gold, diamonds,
uranium and oil.
In 2019, Bozize returned to CAR and announced his intended candidacy
for the elections, but the Constitutional Court ruled that he did not satisfy
the "good morality" requirement, over official allegations of torture and
assassinations.

MARCH 2021 MEMORIAL REPORT

Thank You to all who gave memorials—Tammy Nelson, Memorial Secretary
Dedicated Memorial Accounts: General Account, Media Ministry (radio broadcast, etc.), Global Missions, Building and Grounds, Capital Improvements,
Youth Activities, National Youth Gathering/Mission Trips, Christian Education
(Sunday School, etc.), OSLC Choir, OSLC Bell Choir, OSLC Bands, Parish
Nurse, WELCA / WELCA: Altar, Library or Kitchen, Scholarships (Bible
Camps, etc.), OSLC Endowment Fund, Blanchard Endowment Fund

MEDIA FUND - In Honor of Naomi Borke’s 100th Birthday, given by Bob Tweten

WELCA:




Circle #3 has Meal Delivery in April: April 26-30
No WELCA meetings until further notice.
W.O.W. Bible Study is starting a new study on “Forgiving What You Can’t Forget” by Lisa
Terkeurst. Forgiveness is not made possible by our determination. Forgiveness is made possible
with what God has already done for us. Mondays at 9 AM in the OSLC 2nd floor lounge. All
women welcome!

QUILTING is completed for this year. 109 QUILTS
were made. We are now in the phase of delivering quilts
to local charities.
A big THANK YOU to all who worked on quilts at home
and those who came to the church basement on
Mondays to assemble the quilts.
We are still requesting donations of fabric that can be
used for next year’s quilts and gently used sheets to be
used as backs. These can be left in the hallway on the
South end of the basement.
We will now be assembling kits for Lutheran World Relief,
to be sent along with the quilts this May.

OSLC Senior High Summer Trip to North Shore Duluth
July 20-25, 2021
Grades 9-12 (current)
On this summer Missions trip we will participate in service projects and also do some high adventure teambuilding! We have rented out ALL of Camp Miller on Lake Sturgeon, MN which includes comfortable cabin
accommodations. The list of optional activities include: whitewater rafting, boat tour, tubing, horses, campfires, wood fire pizza oven, shuffleboard & ping-pong, swimming, fishing, sailing, canoes, kayaks, paddle
boards, hiking, biking, visiting the barnyard animals, team building course, basketball court, multipurpose
field, volleyball net, gaga pit, carpet ball table, human foosball, 9-square, Frisbee, archery, slingshots &
throwing axes, sauna, climbing tower, rainy day craft kits, relaxing hammocks, playing games, and lakeside
coffee.

Cost: $350 plus spending money and 5 meals (scholarships are available!)
REGISTER by contacting the church office (636-5701, cindy@oslchillsboro.com) and paying the
$100 deposit (or make alternative plans with Pastor Joe by calling/texting 701-430-3787)

INFORMATION
Hillsboro Kiwanis Food Pantry Wish List:
Shampoo, Flour, Cereal, Mayo, Tuna, Diced or Stewed Tomatoes, Cranberry Juice, Apple
Juice, Grapefruit Juice, Strawberry Jelly, Soda Crackers, Microwave Popcorn, Laundry
Soap, Dish Soap
Reminder: the food pantry is open from 4-6pm at the Hillsboro Armory on the 1st and 3rd
Mondays of each month - use the north door.
Call Dan at 430-1595 for questions or emergency needs.
Vacation Bible School
will be held Tuesday,
May 1 through
Thursday, May 3 this
year. Watch for more
information to come on
how to register.

SOCIAL MEDIA: Watch worship and GET UPDATES on:






Facebook at oslchillsboro
Twitter @ OSLCHillsboro
Instagram @ oslchillsboro
YouTube at Our Savior’s Lutheran Church Hillsboro ND
HTC CHANNEL 34
To give to OSLC electronically:

OSLC OFFERING STEWARDSHIP
2021 OFFERING RECEIVED



Visit OSLCHillsboro.com and click on
Donate Now



Scan this code to go to the OSLC online
donation page



Give by Text: Text dollar
amount to (701) 936-7018



Use the Give+ Church App

WORSHIP
ATTENDANCE

February 7

$3,525.00

8:30am
10:30am

39
82

February 14

$4,736.10

8:30am
10:30am

38
83

February 21

$2,255.70

8:30am
10:30am

50
90

February 28

$3,044.84

8:30am
10:30am

50
90

Feb. Direct Deposit

$8,518.84

STEWARDSHIP REPORT:
OUR SAVIOR’S LUTHERAN CHURCH

INCOME AND EXPENSES:
2021 Income received through
Feb. 28: $82,152.82
2021 Expenses through
Feb. 28: $85,214.28
Income Less Expenses: -$3,061.46

February Total:

$22,080.48

2021 Total

$66,157.95

Church Office Manager: Cindy Doeden

2021 COUNCIL MEMBERS

Josh Opp 701-471-7578

Vice-President:

Ryan Opdahl 218-779-2658

President:

436-6139

Betty Meyer

238-6624

Krista Longthorne

Deacons:

371-1272

Jason Lovas

Treasurer:

Hours: M-F 9am-3pm

430-0055

Amy Foss

Secretary:

Church Office: 701-636-5701
Church Office email address: oslcelca@rrv.net
or cindy@oslchillsboro.com
Pastor Joe Johnson: cell—701-430-3787;

Joy McSparron

pastorjoe@oslchillsboro.com
Education Minister: Amanda Johnson—218-556-8895
Assisting Minister: Nadia Robb—701-412-1242

Beth Christianson-Melby

361-9990
430-2309

Trustees:

OSLC Kitchen: 701-636-5705

Benjamin Strand 701-371-1493

OSLC Website: www.oslchillsboro.com
Facebook: oslchillsboro
Twitter: OSLCHillsboro; Instagram: oslchillsboro

799-9340

Mark Merck

866-3309

Cindy Dullum
Trevor Kittelson

YouTube: Our Savior’s Lutheran Church Hillsboro ND

Daniel Nelson

Broadcast live on Sunday mornings on KMAV 105.5 FM and
KMSR 1520 AM at 8:30am and HTC Channel 34 at
8:30am & 10:30am.

741-5177
799-5079

2021
Address Service Requested
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church
204 Caledonia Ave East
Hillsboro, ND 58045

